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IHTFODuCTION. 

Tie  ^iistrict   over  vvhich  the  proconsul   Lecarpentier  ex- 
ercised his  authority  lies   in  the   north.vestern  part   oi   FrAiiCvj 
aiofi^  t:ie   Eii^iish  Caaariyi,   aad  ooiiiprisos   tho*   ivspait.wdiii^   oi 
tr*e  yUuQaef   the    llio-et-Viiaiiid,  aad   taa   Cot^is-iu-lioid.    Xai^ 
ra^^ioa,   lel'ore   th&   He/oiation,    forniel   parts   oi    the  oii    ou- 
vinces  oi   Nornmnciy  aiid   Li  It t any. 

In  point  of  beauty  oi  nxturii  scaaery  son.e  oi  this  coUxi- 
try  Is  harlly  excelle-!  in  France,  notaMy  the  country  around 
Avranches  where  the  vlev;  is  surpassingly  fine  with  Mount-St. 
Xiohel  ari-^  tho  t^rln  iilet  oi  Taiijielane  rising  in  the  distance 
iioii.  the  Eay  oi  Ganjalle.  In  other  parts  ixr^ie  tracts  oi  the 
country  are  -wooded  and  uneven,  a  feature  wiiich  adied  to  the 
ease  with  ivhic^  during  the   P.evoiution   religious   iiieotings    werj 

held   in  secluded  spots  and  which  gave   a  ^reat    advantage   to 
the   Cl^ouans  during   tieir  outLrea.^5. 

i'hu   region  aear  i.\o   border  line  oi    t.ij   t.vo  departfiients. 


the  Har40h3  am!  tl:«   lii  d-et-¥iiaine   I'arougl-i   which   tlia   riv^r 
Cove^Tton    r-jns,   near   t'-io*   t^'^j'n  of   Dol,    i.-=;   :x   vasI    iuars'i   vfiic!i 
often  causaJ  fevor  arii   constantly  causoi   tioali^^ 

Tha  ilLos  w/iich  protect   t.\Ki  sua  Ujivo  oxten  iaiiai  <xuJi 
subiMjrg-el   I    -   land,  i.nd   ii^patds  have   coast Antiy  ariaaa  bi3l»'^o«t. 
fia  .icpart.;i0rit3  of    the   I-iancha  uni   tie    Iiie-et-?lialaa.,  '^Qcau^u 
attempts  to  .irain  the   suLuidx*^©:*    Im.Is   ^Oiiaraily   involva.i    chau^ 
ing  tho  course  of   tho  boundary  river.   Eeforo,  after  xni  -Jur- 
lug  the  T^ovolutiofit   this  civil   ©nr^ln^arin;^  worv  en^a^s!    tha 
att'anticn  of   a  nuniter  of   hdnp  nmonz  irhom  y^^s  Loc^rpentia  r. 

In  thd   intarlor  of   the  'fanche   V'^e  poopio   -ira  u.cstly  far- 
Users   iffhila  tho   inhabitants   of   ^11    the  coast    to-'fns  a  It  her  ba-' 
ions^   to  tho  navy  or  aro   fish3rrr;on.    It    is   sal'i   that    t®  ^Qima  of 
Craraviilo  ixb  unus'U^iiiy    intalii.%ent    and  apt    in  bus  I  no  33   af- 
fairs bocausa  thei  r  husb:inds   loave   all    theso   Affairs   to   thaa* 
vifhllo  thoy  3ir0  away  oa    ^   fishing,  sscpQiitiori  often  iaatia^  for 

I^i^  HiX»«c  10   is    liv•iii5^i    iato  «4rt/ia.Ji3trict;>    .vici    tic?    foiiow- 
In;^  nau;'2  3:   Caerbourii,  Y-xlojnasf  CartMitAti,   Mo r tain,   CoUtancds 

\7rinch33A«^X  Sf^' 

i,i  ^,^:^i.j   one   oi'   thcs.3    Ustrict^  t'i-i  ^-iGCOjioui    btjoarpc^'iit  i-x 
exorcise?  his    jurlslictlon,   \rhll?    in  the    IHo->Ct-Vi  laine  his 
fUTictJons  war©  e^eercisel   mainly  in  tho    !istrlct   of   St»  Male, 
an  5    In   tho   Cotes- tu -Nor J   in  the  iist  rlct^inan,   aithou.^h  cax- 
tajn  oi    '\ls   :"5rociamitiori:i    -un/tt  /^      0  th^    four  ifep-^rtaionts  of 
the   Mancho   tho    Ui©-ot -Til line  the   Gotofj- Ju-l^ori  aai    tba  Hor- 
bihan. 

At   tho   tiii*6   of    the  Hdvoiution  tho  town  oi   Cow'inoas  was 
tho  chiaf  place   in  the   Mancho  ani   the  soAt   of    tit?   Grii:4aal 
tribunal,   hAVin^  about   5,200  iariAbitants,  Avraa^idii   ^Aij 
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the  sec  on  i   an.on^  the   seven  ohlef  places   oi    i]\3  iepartineiit .    Gov 
tanc8s   is  tulit   on  a  hill    with  hardly  a  fiat  yiri   of    ^io^^-^ 
any whe  re  • 

To   t'i3   north   of    Ccxitances    Is   situatei    St.  Lo   with    its 
foun'iri-3s  which  LecarpQiitier  diJ   not   lail   to  utilize   ia   tha 
servicG   of    the   RepuLllc,   and  stili    lurtaex  iioith   in    tc^  town 
oi    Carontan.    '^'hiie   St.   Lo  called   "1' ic   Roc.^  ol   LiL^5X'ty"f   Wds 
so  Btivancai    in  its    iJaas   as   to  satisfy  even  Lecarpentler,   t.ia 
town  of    Carentan   ,va3  not  so   fortunate t    foi    near  the  eai   of    lis 
fldssioa  Lecarpeatier  sent   29  of    its  oltizei^s  before    the  Hevo- 
lutlonary  Tribunal   at   Paris. 

It   this  point   the   peninsula  of  the   Cotentin   is    leaohoi    an! 
it   was  here   that    the   secour!   line  of    .lefonse   ar^ainst    the   Ten- 
deans   was  to  le   foraiec^  had   thoy  turnel   toward   Cherbourg;  vaich 
in   itself    tvas  dfefenseless    from  the   land   si  !e. 

Farther  up   the  peninsula  of    the   Gotentin  is  situatei  ?al- 
oi^nss    forn*eriy  the    favorite   resiJenoe  of   the   lloxukxa   nobility 
and   because   of    the   nufhber  of   their  country  seats   calie.i    tie 
^ornian  Versailles.    It   was   lu  tiis   to*vii  uiat   Lecaipeutii^r  pass- 
ed his  oariy   life   and  aere    retired   alter   t:ie  Rovuiutioa. 

The  coast    is   raaoaeJ  at   last   at    Qierbourg  situated  on    tae 
e>ctrci&e   uoitaeia   o^ini   of   t'iis   r/Guinsuid   t^'iicii    juts    oat    into 
the   English   C^iannel    to   -.vichin  70  lidies  of   Portsa'iouth.    Tais 
oity   is   an   Iruportant   naval  port   although  at   the   ti  nie   of    the 
Fevolution   its  iafonses  were   not   completed   having  only  been 
begun   in  the    reio;n  of   Louis   TIl^   Cherbour--  evon   n-^ora   than   the 
other  ports  on  the  northern  coast    of    Franco,   ^vas   indan^^er 
froiTi  the   English  fleets  whio!^  hel!  the   Channel.   Time   after 
tliiio  the   Snc^^lish  ships  arose   sailei   into  view  and    then  di  s- 
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appearei  beicv  the  horizon,    Now  and  af?;aln  the   port   woal  i   be 
biockadod  and    the  garrison   of   tie    forts  could    soe    the   English 
alifcost   under  their  ^uns.   T^eoarpontior  had  to  sand    letters 
continually  to   reassure   the   GoniCtittee   of   Pubiic"  Sai'ety  on    t.i3 
safety   of    t;iis  port. 

Lecarpeatier  iookei  after  the   whole   coast   oi    the   Maastie 
however  as  Y^eii    as   tae  port   oi    CharLoax^;.    He    iaapectai    ia<i 
coast   delenses   frou.   tie  fort   of  3t.   ¥2|t-de-l:i.-Hoj^«3[oriths 
east    side  of    trie  peaiusuia  of   the   Coteiitin,  ail    the  v/ay  ar- 
ounil   to   St.    Male  across   the  bay  of   Cancaile. 

The  prosperous-  city   of   St»   Male   is   a  fortified   sea  town, 
a  con^ierclAl    r^.thor  than  a  nnvxl   r»ort,    its    groat   'health  be- 
in.;?;  dje   to   its   former  trade   with    India  and   the  East.    It   oc- 
cupies a  curious  position  on  a  rocky  islet,   which    is  built 
up   solidly   to  tie  waterV^  ed^e,   and  owing  to  the    fact   that 
=;roanl   space    is   lindted   the  h^buses  are   .i^eneraily  four  or   fi  v j 
stories  hi-^h.   A  curious   sort   of  bridr^e  connects   the   town   «vith 
St.    Servan   foriiierly   a   faubourj^  but   now  a   rival  oi    St.   iiaio. 
£oth  taese   towns  took   Eepubiicaa  aauies  duria^    .    *t         Rei^/i 
oi   Tenon   St«   Kaio  becoii.ia^  Port   i^aio,   aud  St.   SeiiVaa  uoooii.- 
ing  Soiidor.   St.   nai  o  asJ.  hQea  boiiibarded  twice  by  tae  £ng- 
lisi,   oaco    in   1372  arid   another  tinse    in    1695,    facts   vnioi   ao- 
coiint    in  a  aeasure    for  the    f  e  ir  siown  by  the   Coa.aiittee    of 
Public   Safoty  \r\9n  they  ordered  Leoarpantier  to   •3:0  t!:Br-3.    An 
"n^dish   descent   by  '.va^r  of   Cancaile  which   the   Committee   of 
PuVUc   Safety  fearel  had  hxd  ^  precedent    in    1754  ^^len  the 
secoa:!    Dike   of    Marlborough   lande.?   at    Cancaile  an:!    burned   80 
vessels   of    the   French   fleet. 

East   of   Cancaile  an ^    <        coast   of  St.    Cast,  and  standing 


out  ia  thi^  bd^  Within  sight  of  AvrdnoUa  is  tiia  Kt»  St.  Hiouei 
probably  the  most  beaut ilui  ana  striking  objeot  in  aix  the 
oountry  rouna.  The  sanas  extena  ior  s eve  rax  square  uiiies  on 
each  side  ana  are   ielt  bare  at    lO'^v   tiue  while  in  the  high 
3pring   tides  the  water  aashes  against   the  base  o£   the  mediae- 
val walls*  High  above  these  walls  am  turrets  quaint   oxd  hous-« 
©3  are  pi  lea  one  above  another  waiie  above  aii   on  tae  top  ol 
the   rookf  are  the  churoh  buiialn^s  with  their  spires.   Xhxs 
spot  haa  bo^a  visitea  as  a  shrine  ior  a^us  belore   the  Revolu- 
tion, ana  now  tiie  piigriauges  have  oouiuiea^^a  a^aia,   out  auria^ 
the  Revolution  it  seiYQu     a3  a.  pruoii.   At   one  tiiue  Leoarpen- ^ 
tier  haa  600  suspeotea  priests  imprisoneu  tixore.   H^re  after 
the  Restoration  it   ^vas  Leoarpentier 's   lot   to   ue   luiprioonea 

until  he  aiea  in   181^-   Troiu  tne  Mount  he  oouia 
aiffiost   see  Avranohes  the  place  wh^re  he  aeait   out   justioe  to 
the  Ctiouans,  ana  aeserters  ana  the  scone  ol   one  of  his   latest 
fournees. 

A  terracea  roaa  leaas  iioiu  Avranohes  to  tho  coast  town  ol 
Granville,  whose  gaiiant  defense  against  ti^e  Venaeans,  is  re- 
ooraea  in  aii  iiistories  oi    tne  Revolution. 

It  ^vas  tue  01  ose  proxiiUit^   oi    Ciraiiviiie   to   ti*e  i^jiaiiu  oi' 

Jersey  whioh  iheant  Sngiaaci,   that   aeteriuiaea  tuu   Vendeans   to  Uia 
make  Granvme  their  objective  point,   ior  Oiice   m  possession  . 
or   that   city  tiiey  oouia  easily   comiuunioate  with   tne   £ng,lish 
who  were  expecting  them.  T^e  baa  Noveuiber  weather,  however. 


preventsa  this  Eiigii3l'A  iiou.  icinaia^  a..iiag  tac?  pio^ies©  oX 

waitea  three  cia,^s  in  the   lOctasteda  befoia  it  'Va3  pidoticdbie 
to  ili3auib<irK« 

Whue  the  VenacJAiis  -vijre  dppiOdJhlag,  Gra-nvi  ii<3,   the  oity 
of   Rennes,   the  ioimer  OApitdi  oi    brittAxiy  dna  the  presaat 
oapitdi  of   tlie   I  iie-et-Viidine,   beodijvd  the  oenter  of   the  op- 
©xdtions  dcainst   thaiu.   Klebeif  Ikrcedu,   Mdiigiij^,  dna  Wester- 
luann  witii  the  aoputies  f  roii:  the  Convention,   nidae  it  their 
hedd quarters.  The  nurch  "vent   on,  howe7er,  ana   foageres,  Doi^ 
dCia  Avrdnohes  fell   sucoessiveiy  into  the  hduas   ^x    tiie   rebeis* 
who  then  besiegea  Grdn/iiie.   The  oitjr  ^ds  dbie   co  witnstana 
the  dssduit  dna  tiie  Venae^ns  fexi   bdok  not   oemcs,  seooxiaea  m 
their  dttdok  by  the  English  iroa*  Jersej  diS  th^sy  lax^  hopea. 

Gidnviiie  13   DUiit   in  sinouicii  stepj  <xnu   terrds;es  unaer  d 
rocky  proiiiontor^  whioi*  piojo^o^  xittv  tiic;  o^a  .^^jsjii^  u*ic;   c^ivii* 
The  iiouses  dre  built  -vith  aan^  siate   roofs  dnia  th©  piesenoe 
of  d  fort   on   the  top  ol   the   rocKj  prouiOntory  rest  riots  Oidny 
of   tiiOHi  to  one  storj/   in  height,   fishing  yesseis  fiii  the  hdr- 
bor  dithou^li  there  is  soiue   oodst   oooiiiioroe  diaa  aoin^  with  Ciuern- 
sej/  ana  Jersey  whion   is  oniy  S6  iBiies  aistdnt.   ?ro:i.  the  fort 
01   iight-house  on  the  proii^ontory  tiie   isidnas  oi   Chdusey  daia 
Jersey   odn  b3  seen  oa  a  fine  aay.   Th^  aiohipeid^o  oi    Giidusey, 
oni^    sevea   Uiiies  aistctiitf    uiaii\K>    ti*.,    iiu.iL    ui    Fi'^^i'ju    i<j iii  i>jij 
Whiie   tiicr-  i^idiia  of   Jersey,    lymg   Hkcj  <x   ^loaa   on   tne  huii- 
2. on,  belongs  to  Eii^idxia. 

The  oiose  pioxiihity   oi  i}Q£Si^y  was  a   ^uiioL«,nt  worry  dau  d 


never  eaaia^  souioc;  oi    trouble  to  LaOiirpeatiar.    It  'va3  so 
e^ioy  ioi   tu^  iisiilng  Do^its  to  lua  over   to  Jdr^ici^  wue*!  ta^jf 
sixOui-  .iwvvo  baua  iisiAin^f   thett  ctix   tLu  iuov^amoiits  la  St«   >iaaoad 
aaa  ia  St.   M<*io  wert?  kaowa  iuiu*aaitfLt©i^   to  ta^  Eag^ixsa.   Suiug- 
giiag  ^ds  very  couiUiOa  espooidiiy  gratia,  daa  stt   oae   tiiuo  Lqo- 
arpeatier  aecroea  tadit  no  iishiag  vessel  saouia   xedive   tiia 
McJinoha,  aaa  tiidt  those  persoas  taus  aaprivea  oi    taair   liviag 
should  be  reiiiibursea  bj^"  tat?  §,overniiieat • 

The  Veaueaas  certaiaiy  haa  ooiiiiuuaioatioas  with  the  Sag,- 
lish  ia  J&rsey,  as  tao  aoouiuiats  were  iouaa,  aaa  iu^;/  aaa 
arrangea  a  ooue   oi    Sigaais   to  laoiiitatt;   tao  a«soo-at   oi    tiio 

Ea^iisii  at   ta&  xxgac  txiiio. 

Jersey  ^as   UiOreov^r  was  a   OcJat^r  Oi    Ow^aspiiaOj    Ou   1**0 
part   Oi   a   i«.r^e  auiLber  oI   <siui^j.-^^  ^^^   loi  xa^lua^  ^vxiosCi>j  wao 
iiaa   xiea   tai:;ro  as  tuo   iLOst   ooavt^aitat  poixit*   keativ^ix  is   iuc«,ae 
Oi    taasc  la  tao  aeore©  oi   the  Couiiia  ttee   oi    pubiij  Sctiety 
for   t.*v>   lavasioa  oi    JeisSj,  ^n.a  provisioa   lo  ..^-.^^   4.^*    t**^xx 
iiuQiediate  exejutioa  oa  tue  suoooss   of   ta^  Freaoh.   Sa^ii^a 
spies  oauie  aaa  ^eat    ia  St.    ykio,  aaa   relraotury  priest;:»  in 
the  Maaohe.   Oae  of   taese  priets  who  haa  coaie  baok,    iaa  tue 
reii^iOus  fiieetiafiS  ci w  . {WitiAHJZXt.     ^viiioh  ^dVa  ooo^-Sioa  ior 
ieoarpeatifcir *s  louraee  fioui  tii«.t  ^.iaoe.   The  Coauuittee  o£   Pab- 
iio  Saxety  aeoidiea  to  LaOarpeaticr  ta^^t   St.   aaio  Wsis   tae 
oeatcr  oi  u  \^^iiS^xi<^^j   ^i^  zii-:,  pt^rt   oi    ta^^   ■.ji.i^*^.^^*  ^>.s.u   ut*e 
aixstoorats* 

Sa^iiSii    Ships    CrUJLSea    O0iiotc<,iit  ij    at    ^     <^<JiiuHi    aXStvtliOis* 

iro.m  ttie  Jersey   shores  aau  otu^rs  '-v^re  Aiwaiys  ^ii  tao  watoii 
for  thd  Freaoh.   They  pursueu  tad  Fraaoa  saips  waea  tae>   Vcsa- 
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turea  out  aau  biookaaea  tlioiu  wiic?a  iucj  sought  a  ^joit.    It 
W4.3  the  i"a<*r  tli<it   iiiH  slukHSL  lui^iit   a^it^io  a  aesoc^at   on  th^ 
oodst,  howdVcfi,    thcit   GAusQa  Lcjo«ii:peat i o I  tuo  u^u^it   ciOUkJiu. 
The   Couiiiiittee  oi    puuiis;  Sditiij  ^vds  eLi'VcijS  la  a  i»taL&  oi    ouxv^a- 
ic  anxiety  on  ti*is  ^jOint  auu  to  ^o  a'vay  ivith   ti.<j  a5ija£,ex  oi 
Jersey  ditogetlur  tiisy  ..aeoiaaa  to  ta.Ke  poosftssion  oi    ic«   XUd 
piita  Oduie   to  notUiag,  ixO^vevv^i,  diia  JeiSc;^   OwxiiiaUwa  to  oc*  «t 
souroa  of   troubie   to  tixe  Fieaoli  untii  pe^oe   odtLtt  alter  tad 
long  years  of  war. 

It  Will  be  necessary  in  this  piaoo   to  sa-j  a   ievi  v/oras 
about   tLe  growth  ox    leac^raiisru  la  the  I'iaaohe  ana  iLo   liie-et- 
Viialae  up   to  August  f    179v5,   because   Le^i-Aipeatiwr  ai'cer  hiS 

arrival,  pursaea  tiib  leaeraiists  uaoeasia^xy  as   x^JA^  ^s  any 
reoidiaea  la  iiij    jurisaiotioa. 

During   ti*o   oari^    years   oi    ta«   Revoicitxiyrxi    lu^   tfixthuslaSiH 
Xor  tUo   republioaa  oausu  la   t.*,.   4ii..**^i.o,  was  ^oaex^i  aau   rea-i, 
ana  even  the   law^  which  taey  ala  not   eatiieiy  approve,   such 
as   those  a^'Aiast    reir^ctoiy  piiests,    iwCeivea   Oiiij   a  ^-'dssia^ 
protest.   The   t^^vo  parties  in  tut;   Oohv'eaciOii,   ao'vever,   haa 

!•   The  iaf orfLation  aDout   tae  to^ns  aaa  ieow^raphy  oi    the 
Manche,  given  la  the  preueain^,  paragraphs,  was  louna  Uiainiy 
in  tiie  following,  books:  Desoaamps  au  lyiaaoir,   "Feuiiies  De- 
taohees",  Guiibert,  A.,Histoire  aes   vines  ae  Fiaace",   Murray, 

"Hanabook  to  i^orthera  axiu   ?«estera  Fra.ace.    " 
2*   Sarot ,  p*()b* 
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their  aahsrants  in  the  KdiAChe  dni  aaay  of   1:*^  a^jpArtmJiitdi 

OXiiJIvXxo     vc^XO    GiTOiiainSy     tXu6    RSpUUllwdbASy    b^t    aut    <Jk^p i'U  V 1  ilg 

Xeaaiaisst   mov<;u<oiiU  wds  niUOiA   itio^   tticia     tii6   roxd  oi"   cJitaur 

Britt4.ay    OI    tUO    Ot«i<i>X    a&paitu;«;^ilL::i    OX     iiijiUbXiisiJ  f    XI     MA^    SCliX 

onou^ii  to  oodiproiiti s&  tiic^u^  xu   ^..^^   -^^^-^  ^^^x    t^^^^  uw*u^watioii« 

TiiC    OXXXOXdXS    ox     ti^c^    X'iKsLiiOlic;    •uid.    iwt    ^u    ;>c>    i^X    do    to    cXXIciol 

the   t'vo  acjputx^s  Priaux  ox   tika  lUxn*:?  d.aa  Liiooxntie  ox"  Vex3Aii- 
l©s  wtiO  haa  been  3cjat   to  tav^ia.   T^e^  ux^  aot  appro Vo^  ox   tuo  «vO- 
tioa  ol   tu^i'  olXxuiaxa  at  Cdc^a*    riioy  aiiUjji^  aeaouaooa   lae  X^^io- 
tionai  govoxnUieat   ox    parxs  aa^    roqu^iStiu    ti..;    t'.  j  atjputxas  to 
iea^o  ihii  ucj:drt!i:c;iU ,  ^iicl  Xiii;^**j   o^.   '*,^.^  >».^,/^Cx  ^j'    rexusdX   to 
§,0,   fox'ODJ  tLe.n  oat  by  tiireatunxag,   tho  u^o   oX   tUo  tfixuida  Cdio- 

bots    Oi     ContaaoOS.    UlllS   waii    aXx.    riO    hoip    Uaa    bdca    idiat    to    Cstcja 

aaa  dftt-x  ii^i^  aaieat  at  Yeraoa  rodotxoa  sot   xa  dt   oaoe.   La- 
odrpeatxor  tui^a  xa  tUo   Coavdatxoat  ouoxioij  uoaouiioo^   tao  "li- 
bortioiae"  ^joorni^s  ox   tae  aap^^ rtuiy at •   ray  JaooDxa  sooxoty 

feX'e^   xa  stxctag^ta,    tiia  300i=Ji^   oi    l^.j  Gdroi^joto  v.'ao  ^xooOiv^o^ 
daci  p X'ooocjaiag^s  %oiu  uuuui.c>aocju  a^^dXii^t    taoui»    ia  August   Looai- 
pdatXs>r  appodxda  Oii  ta^  so^ao  diiv^  uu<:iit  ^A/xta  ti^c»   i^iLaixis  ox 

Idati^XdiXStu    iOi^eaidtox^    dXt&l    aX.S   axXxVui* 

In  Erittdny   lOiXg^iOus  scUisai  Ud^   D»oa  ta^   la^i   tioaoxe 
dila    iaCol    X  4>'^cjtraii3m  acJV6iopt;jk    tO   d    XwiX     _ji,ic^tui    OAtdat    li.<xl^ 
Xa  tiic?  HdacXi&«    l-Uxdt  ».aj  ciia   XdotxOiis  %exe  ueaouao^a*   A  DiQi^t- 
iag,  ox   a^puti;5;>  x  ruiu  dix   taa  saxrouaaiag  aopdrtuiaat.i  wds  aiJia 
dt   Reaaos.   Deputxas  -vera  seat    to  PdX'Xo   tj  piotjst   to  tao  Goii- 
Viiatioa.  Proui  St.   iUxo  ^o  hsdr  tiiaaa  woraj,   "Lxuorty   is  ox- 
piriao   uaaor  ti*==j  a^ggoi  oi    xaotxoa,  rvo  sxt   xa  oouaoxx  dno 

1.   Sdiot,  p*il7«  2.  Sdxot,   p.    iii4« 
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tdtikf  but   ti^tj   oiits  oi    aui  youth  j.i'd  diuxouiag  to  P^rio  to 
3uppoxt   tiiO  aignity»  honor  diiu  iiitti^iit^   oi    tiio   Ooavaatioa*" 
tiii?  aijputy  jS'j»v<y3t  it:*  tricja   ia   Vctia   t^   tuxii  tiAo-  a^^iisiag  la 
thd  aiidotioa  ox    tu5?  VsaaiiAns  'Aixsj  \w'i<-<    t]*vii"i  d,pj;'>roAOuiiiii  l^a.a- 
tos.   Ho";07-c;i   it  was  not    xoa^^  dftor  ti.^   iAnxii^  oi   tfiu  UiOVOiiio-iit 
At   Ctisn  ^'Oioie   tiA6  4;ip.4i'ta,oiitto  oc    Lrict.xii^'   :»ub'uii  cCsja  oao  aX- 
toi  cJLiiothar  diiu   iii  tiii?  .^ii^iiirt'iicais  oi   tuc.'   Cotos-au-i'ioi'a  daa 
the    I  iia-sit-?!  idiaa  dixi    tidOos   oi    tiiy  UiOV.>u.jat   %era   iitdaipea 

out  by  Laociipanticjr* 
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T'^e  only   fncts  of   iKport^nce   ir  t^'e    liff=^  cf  Lec^rpen- 
tiPT  are  founr*  tp  f^e  Mstorv  of  ^Js   revolut jionary  career. 
He  was  wholly  url'nown  befor?   Ve  Pevclutlor  anc^  nt   Its  close 
retired   i trine r!i;»tpi'-   to  oh5icur!t'^  w^lc^  revertbeless  did  not 
S3ve   -iiT;  Iron   ?rrc£t  and  ye?^rs'cjf  Imprlsonirent .  Hi?  active 
pul:iic   l^.i^  ^'©g^Ti  'Ait'-   V  o  orening  cl   t^^e  PeVolutlcr,  became 
acre   ia.poitr^nt  whep  he  was  a  meahor  ol  ^tbe  Cor.vrntion,  .=>nd 
^reacbed  its    cli^-x  wit'    ^  b?   nisslons  dur5r'     "' ■    "■'•1p:r.  cf  Ter- 
ror. 7' c   reaction  once  bf;g,un  lecaircntier  was   iviciuded  among 
the  pre?crlV'^^  proconsuls  an'^  lirprisone-'.   /fter  ^is   rele^^e 
be  was  uniT:o lasted  unt  '  1   t'-e  Restoration  when  '^^e  ^Ans    remeir- 

Vexed  as   ?    rorJcide.  T'-^e  vjolencp   of  Ms  speeches  at   tbe  time 

V-.'-  •  '  ' 
cf  t>'---   trial   ol   Icuis   yvi  were  to  prove  Ms   ruin*   Cbassin 

■-■  t      ■ 
savs,   "Poulrtlrss   t^''    ?  a^T?^'^^*' l-'"   uotlvps   w^'ic'    br:'   surported 

?r   V"-   tri?l   of  the   l*i];.-  ,   u-'do  hiit  n,ore   ner.^ecutf.d   than  anv 
ot'^^r   rerlcldr   nft?^r   t'-r   ■^e?:toT?^t ion»"   "Inc^rpent ier",   ??>3^s 


!•  Vendee   r-^trlcte,   torrf^  3,  p-^^f;'. 
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Ftierre  Cbara.vay,   *Ms   to  my  i-T-cwleHre  t'^'f   or.l3r  one  of  the   reg- 
icides v/hom  t^e  restoration  vfas  able   officisllT^  to  exercise 

1 
its  vemgeance.-" 

Jean  raptlste  T  g'csrrentler  was  horn     or   1   JuDe,    175P  at 
Hellevllle  or  HIesvllle  3   sirall    tov'.r  In   the  department   of  the 
^fanc^e  between  C>^erhourp  arr'  ValoG:nes.  His  education  was   ob- 
tained r^i   son.^  sacrifice  or   th?  r^tart   of  his  parents,   hi   the 
age  of   1*^  he  bec^ire  cl^rb  to  a  "^ussier"  at  Valognes  whose 
practice  he  -^fter'^ards  bought  hut   v,blch   decreased   rather  than 
augmented   in  bis  bands. 

He  dT\elt  unbncwn  ?t  Valognes   until   t^e  beginning  of  the 
Fevolutlon  when  Ms  patriotic  ardcr  vtas  apparent    froiri  the^ 
first.  He  orc'y,arl7e^  the  popular  scclet;''  of  Valognes  with   the 
help  of  two  of  ^-Is   friends  and  became   Chief  of  t^e   Legion  of 
the  FationaX  Cuard  of  the  District   of  Valognes"" 

tecarpert  1e  r 's   car-er  at   "^^^ris  becTin   wlt^   his   eb^ctlcn 
as  deputy  tc   t^^e  Convention  on  7  Tert,,    17P2.  He  s^t   on   one 
of  the  hicT^est  b^nc'^es   of  the  ^'cuntaln  and. first  becarre  con- 
sT^lcuoiis  when  ^e   riiounted  the   trlhune  and  snobe   in   f^vcr  of 
the   trial   of  T.ouis   !fVT.  Fe  v^s   one  of   th<=^   first   to  speab   for 
the    ,1udp;!Drnt   cf  leuls.    In   t^is   spepc^   delivered  on  50  Tov.., 
17P2  ^e  expressed  ^Irself  as   follovs;   ^^To  asb  Vrhether  T.ouis 
Capet   oup:bt   to  br    ^x^r^ge'^   Is   to  rut    in   question  an  axiom,   to 
Insult    reason   and    ,1ustlce,   to  make  a  phantom  of  equality.    It 
•is   to   deny  t^e   scvereii?nty  of   t^-e  people,  and   finaiij/  to  pro- 
long; too   long  ?.    fastidious  discussion  on  an  imaginsr]^  ques- 
tion, and  tc  ^ut   off   too   lon.g  3   decision  which   oug>^t  greatly 
tc   contrlhute  to  t^e  safety   of  the  Republic.  '*""y  should 
Louis   T'Jl   rot    feel   t^e  vengeance  of  t'^e    law?  Creat  heavens! 

1,   Pevue  Fr^^nc-^ise,   Vol.    1^,  p.lE^. 
Q»  Sarot-^ouvolrs,  ipwiblic  de    la  Man  oh  e,   p.lf^^^. 
?.  The  above  account   of  lecarpentler 's   early  life   Is 
iTialnlv  frorr.  t^e   ''Fiograp^le  ^nlverselle." 

'A,   Vendee  pj^trlote,   tcire  3,  p. 2^^'. 
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SlTiCe  when  ^ave  men  been  ir.aHe  angels?  I  am  rrofcunr?!^/  afflictec 
to  '■'■'^   ?il  are  not  irai^e  equal  befoip  t^e  law.  Orc'lnar3''  people 
are  e:.;i:ai,  but  a  tyrant  is  ;^n  exception.  C,  tbc  French  nation 
can  never  make  an  e3<ception  an<^  Louis  TVI  ought  promptly  to 
be  trier!  ....  T^e  daggrer  %=it^  which  he  has  assassinated  so 
many  citizens  has  engraver^  the  sclerin  r'ecree  which  will  scon 
strll'e  hirr."  Lecarrentier  thought  the  trial  should  be  held 
before  the  Convention. 

On  ^  Jan.,  17Pc,  Lec?rpenticr  n^ade  a  speech  In  the  Con- 
vention In  v,hi ch  he  derr.anded  t--r>t  the  question  whether  I.ouls 
yVT  should  •  receive  the  sentence  of  death,  s^^ould  inimedlately 
h<=^  put  to  t^^e  Convention.  Fe  said,  ^'Atrocious  crimes  have 
beeh  corrmitted  by  t^e  first  a^rent  of  the  nation.  The  guilty 
one  is  convicted,  an^^  it  is  only  noi'i'  ?.  question  of  t>^e  pun- 
isHment.  ...  C,  justice,  0,  reason,  since  v>hen  have  3"ou  been 
ml  sunders  toed?  ...  C  my  country!  ¥hen  v.iil  ^ou  l-e  happy?  To 
demand  that  he  he  in,rrisoned,  exiled,  or  deported,  is  to  ask 
that  he  be  reestablis^^e'-'  u^^on  the  throne.  Citizens,  you 
ou2.ht  to  condemn  louls  and  you  cannot  pardon  him.  I  demand 
t^r»t  t^e  discussion  be  closed  anf!  to  the  question  whether  he 

shal^  Ve  condemned  to  de^t^  let  e^ch  deputj''  answer  yes   or 
no." 

During  the  winter  of  I'^PZ   I.ecarpentier  does  not  seem  to 
have  tal'er  a  very  rrcminent  r^rt  in  t^e  affairs  of  t'^e  Con- 
vention. His  name  is  not  found  in  t^e  lists  of  the  really  Im.- 
portent  committees  but  ^e  v,as  a  memher  of  t'-^e  "Committee  for 
t^e  "^-"-ents  of  Accounts." 

Cn  B  r^arc'^,  17^?,  T^c?rpentler  v.as  one  of  the  P6  deputies 
sent  to  the' -48  districts  of  Paris  to  infoim  the  city  of  the 

1.  Opinion  de  Locarpentier  sur  1 'affaire  ^9   I.ouis  XVI: 
A.D.T^^ite  Collection,  Cover  numiher  75. 

2.  Disccurs  de  J.F.Iecarpentier  sur  ie  iudgement  deflni- 
tif  de  louis  Capet:  A.D.T^ite  OoMectlon,  Cover^^. 

Z.   Stephens,  History  of  Fr.  ?ev.,  l'cl.2,  r.^Se. 
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nei^s   .1i;.st   receiver   txor:  the  nrny  of  relcrjunif  anr'  to  in?.l'e  ar. 

appeal   tc  t^p  reople-   for  vclurtteersu  I  ecarpcrtler  sjpd  PjObes- 
pieri(the  elderj^'/ere  sent   to  t^-^   c'lstrict   of  Poplncourt,  T^e 

next  T'ay  T,cc;^rrerti?r  ??.£   1.rxlur!er'   jn   t^e   decree   oi   t^e  P2 

deputies    for  t!*e   levy  ol   the  300,0'"'^  rrrn,  Ke  and  Ms  colleague 

Eourr'cr  r'e   I'Oise   left  Paiis  for  the  lisnche  or   14  or  16  March, 

returnee  en   11  K»y,  vi-pr^  tcck  tl^elr  seats   ir  t'>e  Convept!on» 

I.ec;=!"rpentter  now  ent-^rer-   into  the  struf^^^^le  betw?^en  the 
Cirondlns  r^v^.  t^r  Kcuntsjn  v;ft^^  all  Ms  custorrary  activity, 
"Cne  cl   t^e  ^^nurclp-torf!  of  Fri«;sct|^be  tool'  ctive  psrt 

In  the  prciscrlpticn  ol  t' ^    Cironf'ins*'* 

On  QE  June »    1 7c^ ,  ^h^r  r»e  1  e fr.^  t  i  c. ,  .     _ :. ..    t '- e  •  -Ja coM ns  an?"' 
tbe  s.ectlors   of  F?>r1?  c^re  to  con^rptul^.t-^  t'v-    *:sor'"ly  on 
t^^e  completion  of  t^e  constitution,  t'-r   crntcr  ''"arpener'  to 
iTientlon  t^e  necessity  of  rr3king  v;?r  on  t''--         '-^xzte  aristo- 
crats, Lecsrpentler  s!:outec^  out    froir  Ms  piacei   "The  orator 
is  rlg^^t.  T^^^  Convention  cu;J:^t   to  put  all   reV;M  ar^mlnist ra- 
tors     outsJ'^e   the  protection  oi   th®   l«iv.  'Th>?v  s^ouic*  authorize 
the   citi2?^r;s  to  burt    tbpu!  r^o'^r   il  I'e  ^sava^-     .       cts,"  T--^is   irn- 
prortptu  r.«'rr:5rl'  was   vigorous  1;/  appi^uder'   -   '  tbnt   tin;e 

Lecaipentjer  v.*??£   ontitler'   tc  consideration. 

Cr  QZ  /August,  lecjjrpentler  >fss  sent   intf  >.nc^-e  char- 

ger' with  the    iev'  en  mr^sse*  T^e  niis^ior    I^stec'  over  ^  '^e^r 

as 
anc^'^its  details   fill   the   fcllov^int^   chapters   t^ey  neof*  not  he 

mentioned  ^ere.  Or   \^  /ufust,    17?*%  l.cc^rrertl'^'r  reentered"' 
t>e  Convention  ^vf'    'he'*    •loto  ?.  rcprrt   oi"  '^le  cper?itions  w!-lle 
on  irisslon.  The   lerort  v\3.s   finished  on   1^  .Cept#    (2P  Fruotl- 
dor)  and  puh listed  at  Paris   in  repten:-T;r  or  CctoVe rt    17c^ 
(Vendeml^ire   nn.!.ec?ir'fpntler  r*rr:";^ined  quietly   in  th<*  Con- 
vention until   t^e   fcliO'Vtnp:  spring.   On  ^3  April    (^Floresil) 

U  /ulj^rd»  Vol.  c^  pp.2P4-S^^. 

2.  Chassin,  Vendee  p^tricte,  torriO  2,  r.f^Pl?. 
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he   ^^s   r'encv'^'^^'-'   ■  y  n    r*!?rvtaticr.    ircm  5t  •   *'slo,   T'^ey  accuser! 
him  of  havirg  xrler'  to   riv^.l   ^arrl'^'"  ^~"''   Joseph   leFcn.    *t 
tMs  n^circnt  lecarpentler  entered  t^e  I^-?!!.  He  densmder'  the   re- 
call  of   t^e  r!cnurcl3t!cn  sajlD^.  tbat^^f  QO^'J*;!  rrovs  Ms  con- 
duct  to  bav<r   heer   regular  and   in   conxorixity  vvif^   the   lai^. 

On  54  Ka3^   (2F  Flcreai),  a  deputation   froii  Ccub^r'ces,   de- 

nouncec   Mm.    "They  pairtpc'  hip  as   ore   ol   t^^e   u:ost    ferocious 
oi   the  r roccrsuls,"  LecarpeDtler  ^as  present   -t    t^is  session 
and  tiled  to   retort.  His  'vvord?  only  evc'/ed  rnurffrurs  and  smiles 
of   incredulity.  Two  days    later  ^e    re?r'   -rd   ordered  printed 
ar  ^rswer  to  the   coirr^laints  of  ?t.  I'-^lo,   Cctit-ances,   an*-^  Yal- 
o^nes; 

Frou    i^is  rrcsr.ent   he  w?s   lest   in  the  eye?   of  Ms   colleag- 
ues,  ^n   1   ^rairiVl,  he  was  denounced   in  t^e   stor[r,y  session 
which   then   tool'  place.   Bourhotte,  Du  ?oy  ?nd  Duquesncy  had 
just  hopn  ^r?ndf^d  over  to  t^e  gerdarires.  T^erunciation   suc- 
ceeded denunciation,   /•rrcnr:  t^ere  Vvas- heard,   "I  den^^nd  t^e  ar- 
yfvSt   of  T.^carpentier,   the  executioner  oi    the  '^'anche."   In  the 

session  of  Q  ^rairial,  Ms  mme  was   included   in   t^"^e   final   de- 

% 
cree   oi   ^^rcscrirticrv  l-.e   vsas  scon  afterv^^ard  irpriscred   in 

the  Chateau  of  Tcureau  uron   t'-e  banks   of  the    river  Korlalx., 

where  he    renal ner'  until   t^^e  ^^eneral  airnesty'cf  4  Prumaire, 

IV'.    (S^-  Oct.) 

Tnder  the  Consulate  .«nd  the  FiTipire  he    rerr.ained  unnoticed 

at   Valognesj,        vV'-^ere  Ke  practiced  ^ls  old  profession,  but   not 

regarded,  howevei,    jn   the  hest  possible   ir;3r;ner  by  the   inh^bi- 

tar^ti-    of   tvis   tov:n.   /fter  t^e  Festoiaticn,  Lecarpent ier,   as 

a    regicide,  w?s  cblir:«d  to   le^ve   t^-e   country.  I!e  took  refuge 

ir  Jersey,  but    returned   in   1P?C,  believinc   t^?5t   the    law  of 

1.  ^'allcn,   I  PS   Pe^-.rr  ^Mpc^rr,   7ol.F,   r.Pl^. 

2.  do  p. 517. 
c.            do  p.lPP. 

"4.   ?=\rot,   bes   ^ocie'te's   de   Toutances,   p. 151. 
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exile  against  t>e  regicides  ^?-s  rot  arplicalle  to  Mn-  because 
his  signature  to  the  idr'itional  Act  could  not  be  found. 

Lecarpentier  bad  signed  tbe  Additional  Act  but  the  regis- 
ter  on  wbicb  ^'.is   name  v;s,s  ^vritten  had  been  burned.  He  was,  bow 
ever,  remembered  since  t^is  derDrtment  was  the  scene  of  bis 
mission.  T^^e  prefect  forrred  a  .1ur3"  ^-   ^Is  enemies,  who  declar- 
ed the3'  bne^  he  ^ad  sif;ned  the  Additional  Act.  lecarpentier 
in  vain  said  that  "presurEptlon  K?as  not  proof".  7'-e  court  of 
cassation  said  that  it  vas  enough  that  the  ^uxy  h^'d   the  con- 
viction that  the  signature  had  existed.  In  consequence  Lecar- 
pentier was  condeirned  to  deportation,  but  this  'was  afterward 
changed  to  iiv.prisonrnent  in  Kt .  St.  Kichei.T'-e  writer  just 
quoted  adds  a  phi losor^hic^  1  reirarb.  "Surely  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  be  ?. t  liVerty  in  i^'uiana  or  Senegal  than  to  be  shut  up 
in  Mt.  St.   Kichel.  "  lecarpentier,  >^owever,  see  its  to  have 
been  a  ircdel  prisoner.  He  served  as  chaplain  at  meals,  and 
taught  the  catechism  to  the  children  of  t^e  town.  >^evert^e- 
less  he  recnained  a  pris-oer  in  !."t .  Tt.  Michel  until  his  death 

£Ii-_22^iJ2;Iiy2;iYi^i£2-ii 

1.  Chassin,  Vendee  patriote.  Vol.   S,  t,ZOA^ 

2.  do  Vol.^,   r-.oC4>  He  cUes  B?^udet,  I^otes  hls- 
toriques,  pr.2P7-2PP. 
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ivs  HisFici^- or  L^arpn-Ti€p  Arr.  fci;bpof.:De  l'ois?     ti.e  &■-. 

IF  T«r  K^rCF^  IF  T^'"^  rPFIFC  0F17P5, 

The  iTiOst  Ijiportant  of  Lees  rp€Pt  let's  ope  rat  S  or. £  w'^lle 
or.  Eissicr  belong  to  Ms   Icnp;  ^isslor  in  the  Karche  wtich 

lasted  through   th?  ppJer  of  Terror,  3?et  t^^ore  zx^  ^cne  in- 
terestlnr  f^cts  ocnnecter^  ^Ith  his  short  irlssion  In  the  spring 
of   17P^0  'T'^e  rrisslcr  only  lister-  ahout   two  rrorths  srr-  leonr- 
per-tler  hac'  a   colleague  who  ^ctor'  v*ith  hlni  in  all  matters. 
The  K?>r!C'-^e   at   V^is  tirff?  ^as  ag!t<5ted  by  .the   federalist   ques- 
tion which  c*7?iiy  g.reH  more   liifcrtant ,  w*-lle  the  gre^Jt  exter- 
rai  anncyance  wss  the  Fngijsh  ships   in  the  Channel. 

Lf.carreBtier  ar>cf  Franco i^ivouxdoii  de   i'CJse  ^ere   sort   orv 
Kiission   Into  the  1-fs.rche  and  Crr>e   foi  the    levy  oX  th?^  SOC,OCr 

Een  decreed  on  P  Harcl^,   17^c.  T'^ieylert   Paris  or  14  '';i!rchf  and 

12 
returned  on  the   11th  gl   the   lolic%:!ng  May»  T'^ey  arrived   in 

the  '-'Jinchc*  ori   IP  K?rch#  The?r  ore*  r~  tiers   H«;erf'  cor  fined  en— 

1.  Lecarpentter's   "Coi^pte  Pendu",   '--5?. 

2»  See  9lso   Aulard,  VoU2,  p«cl4  for  date  of  e^-iJ^^S* 
S#  Letter  of  I'-'C^rrrentier-^'arE, (without   d;?te),  luisrd. 
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tirely  tc  t^e  I'ancbe  arc^  no  mention   is   made  o!  tbe  Oinc   in 
tbelr  report.  On   12  K?.}',  lecaipentier  s.r^c'.  Pourdon  >aote   from 
Parir.  tc  the  Coirnlttee  of  ^uMlc  "alety  t'^at   t^el  r  jiisslon 
was   rinished  ard  their  report  ?bout   tc  be  pul"  11  shed. 

The   iev>   orfr?tlor?s  cf   the  two  deputies  of  w"-ich   re  hg.ve 
anj'  account   may  be  grouped  under  the   following  g.eneral  heads, 
coast   defense  and  suppression  of  smuggling,   treasures  against 
federalism,   econoirdc  and   fln^mcl^i   measures,  and    .ludiclal  2xU 
rnlnlst ratten.      -    ''  no^xpf  _  ,   T-vM 

The  t;vc   representatives  apprehended  great  danger  to  the 
coast   to'ATis   Iroiii  the  Fngllsh     and  they  did  not  believe  the 
fcitiflcatlons  to  be  as  strong  as  they  should  be. 

After  t^'is    lesr  of   an  English   descent   the  civil  distur- 
bance of   le'-'e  rail  SIT.,   especial  iy  in  Brittany,   enga^^ed  the  at- 
tention of   the   two  denuties.  They  sent  ^fCCO  armed  volunteers 
to  Ell  laud  Varennes  anH  Sevestrr-  at  Fennes.  Cn  26  April   t^ey 
i^rote   to  the  Con-mittee  that   the  troops   assembling  at   St.   Kale 
were  without   supplies  and  hence  sofr.e   of   then"  had  to   reinain   in 
their  o^An   districts,    a    fev/  c^.^ys   later  they  3^ain  called  the 
attention  of  the  Comirittee   tc  t^e  destitute   ccnditlon  of   the 
h'anche   in   regard  tc  n^unitlcns  of  V'.ar. 

In   the  ir.atter  of   finance  t-^ey  v.ere  net    in   favor  of  a  propo 
sit  Ion  of  scire   In  t'^e   >>nche  to   replace   the  direct  tax  on 
the   rich  bv  borrowing,  but   ordered  atax  to  be   levied  on  rer- 
sons  ol   freans.The  tot?,  1    receipts   for  the  expenses   cf   t-''lB  ir.ls- 
slon  LecarpentlvT  says  vi ere  4,044  livres,  while  the  total 
expenses  were"  4,066  livres,  the  ^1    livres  excess  being  paid 
out   01   Fourdon's  pccl^'et. 

The   tv>o   representatives  sent   before   t^e   Pevoluti  cnary  tri- 

1.  See   sumrrary  cf   their   report?   .Auiard,  Voi.2f  p. 314. 

2.  Letter  of  Lecarpentler  -Yarc^,  iul?rd,  Vol. 2,  p. Oil.      , 
Z.   Aul?;rd,   ?ol.2,  p. 611.       4.   Honiteur,  50  April,    17P3. 

6.   letter  of  Lec^rrentier  and  Fourdon,  2F  April. 
6.   Compte  Pendu,  p. 2. 


1^' 

bunal  at  ^aris,  a  certain  nurder  oi  royalist  coDsriiiators. 

T.^e  foilov.iDvy  cases  have  been  lounr'  with  all  their  rarticu- 

2 
iar6:  leboucber  r^e  Vallefleurs  acaultted)  Del  ana  re  de  Crux, 

\  ^  4 

T^ere,  acquitted?   apd  Laroque  conc'ercrier'  tc  death.  Friting   frcn: 

Paris   on   12  H?37,   t^^   tv«o   represer,t-,tivei    si-hiriltted  to  the 

Committee   V^o  wj.<?hes   of   t^e  citizens  of  Cciltances  who  yiish- 

the  tec  nun-ero'os  suspects   In   their  prisons   sent   elsewhere. 

The   lo.Uo'A'Ing  rr.!sc  tfi^ineous  measures  oi   t^e  deputies  rra;/ 

be  of   interest   tc  note:  They  sent   to  the  Corrjiittee  of  Public 

S2iietj  3   eery  of  t^e  dr^cr^e  w^lc^   they  hs.d   issued  against 

the   citizens  of  d'Ozevllle.  T^ey  advised  sondins:  the   rela- 

tives  of  en;le:res   tv.o   leagues   ini'    "'  ~-d   l?ter  asked   for  a   law 

obliging  t'^e  ncMes   to  go  ?0  le^igues   iror.  t'-e  coast    or  the 

7 
frontier.  The  only  menticn  of   religious  n^atters   is  one   re- 

irarh  statins   thr»t   thev  had  sent   the   refractory  priests  and 
nuns   to  the  chief  toy.'ns  of  the  department. 

The   fey    facts  given  ahov3  are  about  all   t'^at   ccuL'^  ^e 
learned  ci  tec--rpentlei-'s   first   mlssjen  in  the  Kanc'e   Irom 
the   n.??terlal  at   hand,  T^ere   iSf  ^cvever,  ?r    interesting  ac- 
csunt   of  the  effect  of  their  rf:1ssion  on  t'^^^  -eorie  of  the 
Manche  ?/ritten  by  Plegrre  Tt.  Frninelie,  an  agent   of  the  exec- 
utive council   an^'  one  oi   t^-e  cbsrrvrrs  sent  by  k^srat    into 
the  provinces.   Si.  Frcmelie  says,   ^'T-^e  coi[rjr:is£icners  Bourdon 
and  Lecarnentler  >-ave  taken  away  individuals   froii:  t-elr  hemes 
upon  t^^e  vaguest  denunciations,  ?.n''  f- reatened  t^^ern  with   t^^e 
severest  punishments.  T^ey  '-^ave   declared  publicly  that  any 
individijal   vv'-o  had  been  denounced  would  not   suffer  punishiriont 
if  claimed  by  six  individuals,  and  then  at   other  tines  have 
refused  to  hear  t^^ese  six  and  denounced   ther.,   likeviise. 

1.  Aulard,  Vol.    1,  p-^H*     S.Sarot,  p. 79.       S.  Sarot, 
p. 88.       4.S'arot,  p. 96.     6.  Letter  of  Lecarpentler  ^  Bourdon, 
15  /pril.       6.    Aulard,  Vol.   2,   P.611.       !foniteur,  50  .Ajpril, 
1793.  e.  Moniteur,  30  April,    l^o^.     c.  ?^ailon,   '"^^e  Pev- 

.olution   of  31   Mav."  Vol.    1,   c.^o^. 
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All  these  actions  with   the  gross  expressions  which  accomprjn. 
ier'  then,  ?>ave  exciter'  f^e  rr.urriiur£  oi   the  reorle,  anr!  the  so- 
jouin  oi   the  coiTElss loners  has  Hieant   the  cisarpea ranee  of 
that  sweetness  of  chsrscter  w-'ich  belore  was  so  nis.rl'ed   in 
the   ir.HabltPDts  of  the  ^-snche." 
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CTMPTFR  IV. 

GHFOTTOLOCY  OF  I.rCAFPFT^TIFB'?  PFCOKD  MISSION 
IF  ?HF  HAKCI'F  ANF  ^DJACF^^T  D^PfPTMFFT?. 


The  operations  of  Lecarpenticr  wMie  on  iLission  very 
conveniently  divide  tv^emselves  into  three  parts.  From  his 
arrival  until  after  the  siege  of  Cranvllle,.  his  operations 
were  confined  ?3lnio3t  entlrel3r  to  the  !^?,nche.  T*^e  second  per- 
iod included  his  residence  at  Ft.  Malo  and  the  surrounding 
towns.  T^ere  is  really  a  sharr  division  here,  for  the  cper- 
atlons  at  Ft.  Malo  although  similar  in  seme  respects  to  what 
he  had  dene  prevlousl}'",  were  complete  in  themselves  and  had 
no  connection  with  events  t^^en  happening  in  the  Fanche.  There 
are  a  fev:  exceptions,  ho^vever,  such  as  Lec^rpentlei^s  decree 
of  24  Cerminal  (^^H^)^   w'-^lch  declared  suspects  all  priests 
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who  did  not    rorounce  t^eir  functiorsj  and  the   fact   that  he 
continued  to   superintend  the  Fevolutlonar}^  and  Mllltarj^  Com- 

mission  of  Crspvllle   fron   St.   Ifalo,  The  third  period  Includes 
Lecarpent leer's  operations   from  his   return  to  the  Jfanche  in 
Messldor  until  his   recall  to  t'^e  Convention  after  the  9th  of 
Thcrmidor.   Turing  this   tine  he  confined  himself  chiefly  to  the 
Kanche  with  short   excursions  to  Ft.  J^'^lo  and  Del.   In  dealing 
with  the  rilfff:rent  branches  of  ^is  adrnlnist ration   in  the   fol- 
lowing chapters  t^is  order  of  ;5rr5?nr;eirent  has  heen  generally 
followed,  T^o   ip>ots   in  each   char>ter   follow  the  chronological 
order  in  (ir>ch  of  thp  f^ree  r'lvis^ons  wherever  it   is  practl- 
caMe. 

The  practically  unllirited  pov.er  with  which  he  was  invested 
and  the  preoccupied  st^te  of  the   central  government,  enabled    . 
Lecarpentier  to  extend  his   .lurlsdiction  over  nearly  every 
branch  of  the  adir^ini  strati  on.  The   foHo^vlno^  is  an  enurr.eratlon 
of  soiT;e   of   the  more  striking^  events  of  his  rsroconsulate.  He 
renewed  the  whole  civil  administr?>ticn  of   the  y^nc^e  and 
raised  the  troops   fox  the    levy  en  inasses  he  orc;anlzed  troops 
to  send  aralnst   t^e  Vendeans,  and  directed  the  defense  of 
Cranvillej  and  he   created  and  controlled  the  MllHary  and 
Revolution;^.ry  Com.ir;ission  of  Cranvllie.   At  Tt.  ?>lo  he  contin- 
ued t'^e  marine   in  part,  exchange-'  ^clitic?!  prisoners,   sent 
a  fournee  to  Paris,  besides   rene-^ing  the  administration,  and 
pursuing  thf*  ^aristocrats,   fei^erslists,  and  priests  with   f;reat 
vigor.   Cn  his   return  to   t^e  y^nche  he   superintended  the   en- 

A 

gineerin.y   wcrl's  ?t  Tol,  patronised  immense   fetes,  ^.P"'  pent 
fournee  after  fournee   to  P^ris   from  all  the  c^lef  towns.   Dur- 
ing ail   three  periods  he  had  watched  the  00? st   defense  and 
bar'  to  beep  ^   sharp   lockout   on  affairs   in   Jersey. 


T&e  lollovinp:  par?*.rr?*pb.*?  state  VrJefly,  ?\s   far  as  pos- 
sible, the  iroverrentc  of  tecarpertler  «^urinp:  Ms  er^tire  mis- 
sion from  f>T  Hip-ust,   \yp1B  urtfl  Ms   recall   In  Tbertrtlr^or,    1794 
A   few  v/orr's  sre  devoter'  to  Ms  ir^ore  1  report  art  operations  and 

their  rates  sre  given.  In  orr^er  that  their  connection  in  the 

succession  of  events  may  he  Kore  clear  when  thej^-  ^xe  dealt 
with   in  detail   In  the   l?»ter  chjipters. 

Lecartentler  ^ns  sent  on  mission  on  23  /.rgust,   1795  by 
the  decree  of  the   lev^r  ftn  rcasse.  TTe  left  Paris  the  !?Pth, 
went  to  Caen,  and  after  conferring  according  to  the  decree 
wit>   the  representatives  already  there  and  receiving  the  l^n- 
che  as  his  territory,  he  passed  through  Baycux,  St»  Lo  and 
arrived  at  Ccutances,  w*^ich  was  his   first  base  of  operations. 

Lccarpent  sr  now  set  out  to  ronev;  t?^o  Iedrr?.l?st  author- 
ities of  f^e  i'anche  in  general,  and  frcu-  this  tlu.e,  2  Sept., 
until  ^c  mcpived  the  new;^  of  t*^o  Verdor^n  ?;rmy  about  210ct.^ 
he  vizs  occupied  with  t^^ese  rrnoufpis,  the  raising  of  soldiers 
and  suhsistences  and  the  co^st  defense,  besides  the  arrest 
and  Iruprisonirent  of  nur.erous  suspects.  !Te  wrote  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Puhlic  Tafcty   from  Carentwi    on  15  and  18  Sei?t;:  on 

S 
the   l^th  he  ?,a£  at  Chorbcurr,  and  was   received  hv  the  civil 

•4 

and  nllitary  authorities.  Carnler  now  .lolnedhln!  and  ivorl-'ed 

tiilth   ihir.  until  lecarpertier   left    for  Talo?tnrs  w^^-ere  he  v.-rote 

tc  the  Con:L:ittee  of  Pu!  lie  Tafcty  en  6  Oct.  ITere  he   received 
the  deputy  Pochollc^s  '•^espatch  with  news  cf   t^e  approaching, 
Vendean  army.   Tintil  ?^fter  he  had  repulsed  the  Vendeans   froir 
Granville  Lecart5entler  t?^h  very  busy,  his  military  ireasures 
extenHinfi  over  the  ^hole  of  the  Tranche  althoueh  he  did  not 

do  ii:Lch  outside  of  the  department.  Fe  wrote   frorr^  Valocrnes 

u« «« ^ :: ^ t , 

!•  Parrort  t?j  better  of  Tec^rrentier,  2  .9er^t. 
2.   Letter  of  Lecarrentler,  21  Oct. 
o.   Letter  of  Lecarpertier,  21  Fept. 

'4.  Paprort  7. 
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on  02  Oct.,  Cp.rf?.r}t<fi    on  f^e  2<^t?^,  Chert  ourr  **''^  26t^,  and 
a££ttn   Irorr  Valoer»es  on  the  Slst»   froir!  St»  Vj^ast^e-la-Ho   -^ue 
on  :_  T^ovembr^r,  and  finally  on  10  Kovember,   fro©  r:r?>nvlllc 
where  he   rei?alned  practically-  until  aftc^r  the  si  ere,  T.ccar- 
pentier  wap  t^»  orly  d^rv|jt3r  sctu^.113;  in  '^r^nville  at  the  time 
of  the  sie^e. 

After  the  sleg?»,  or  19  Kovombor  (29  Brunjalre),  Leoarpen- 
tier  established  the  J'llltary  and  ?© vo  1  ut i on^s r3^  Tribunal  of 
Crsnvllle,  w^^ich  he  continued  to  rof;iil?.to  fror:  ?t«  ?-nlo  until 
it   was  supproEsed  by  the   l7>w  01    IP  Flo  real    (p  ^^Jf  17P4)  • 
Durinr;  the  perlo'*  Lecarpentlpr  had  frequent   consultations   in 
rerard  to  t^e  arm^'  ^r^d  ot>er  affairs  v'^Hh  the   representatives 
Lepianche,  Bourbotte,  Turreaut  and  rt.   Andre  and  with  the  gen. 
erals  who  comrranded  t^f^  troops  of  the  arnsy  of  the  Feist. 

On  7  Deceirber,  the  ComiTilttee  of  Pu^  Ho  Tafety  ordered 
hi  IT.  to  5t.  Halo  to  defend  it  agrdnst  an  English  attach  which 
they  VelloTed   Imr/inent,  He  departed  the  ne>;t  day  after  re- 
CGivint:   the  order,  2S  Friniaire    (IE  December),  passer  through 
Avranches,  Doi,  r>nd  Pontorsdu,  and  arrived  at  St.  ^;^io  on 
26  Frlir.Eire   (15  Pecerrher)  .At  St.  Kslo  f-'e  ?ajthorttles  viere 
renewed,   the   federi?  lists  were  hunted  down  and  the  priests 

oursued  with  vifor.  rt.  .^^-lo  seems  to  have  beon  the  center 

/  2 

of  5II   I'irds  of  plots,   ToynMstf  Vendean,  snd  English.  Ttoh 

t^e  popular  society  ^^^  to  ^e  dissolved.  Lect^rpep+ •''^  ^'  ^'^^^'^wed 
the  exl stingy  Hllltary  and  revolutionary  Cornrrisslon  ax  Sit. 
Maio  and  on  P  Prairlal    {^  h>*y),  sent  a  fournee  of  2P  persons 
to  Paris.  He  Issued   /folnt  decrees  with  Pi  1  laud  Varennes  and 
Isj^ue'^  several  prco  la  nations  which  were  tvO  bave  effect   in 
the  Kr^nche,   t*^e  ^oteSdu-Nor'^,  ^jnd  t^o  Mcrbihan  z;^  well   as  in 

1.  Papport  TP.2.Papport,  pp. 81-82.       S.  Sarot,  pp. 196- 
199i  Papport,  p. 108. 
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the   Ille-et-Vilalne. 

Lecarpentier  remainer^  at  5't.  Malo  uptll  Fessldor,  with 
short   excursions   to  the  ryelghborlne;  towns,  Dln«?xi»  IDol,  and 
Si.   Servan,   About   10  January   ("^l  I'lvose),  he   renev/ed  the  ad- 
ministration of  St.   Tervan  an^^  -h^s  at  IMnan  on  IP  February'-  as 
appears   frorr:  his   letters.   On  ,   t--^'=  rcrnr.ittee  of  ^uMic 

Safety  sent  a  decree  which   or^'ered  If^c?  rpentler  to  undertahe 
the  completion   of  the  enf?:lneering  work  on  the  dikes  at   Dol. 

Fe  now  returned  to  the  Manche  and  made  Co^tmces  his  base 

of  operations.  T'^e  most    Important  thinr;  about    c'us  second   res- 
idence  in   the  I^anche  is  the  nuirler  ol   lournecs  sent  up  to 

Paris.  Also  great    fetes  were  held  ??.nc\  patronized  b^^  Lecarpen- 
tier.  T>>e  n^rnes  cl   the   fournees   indicate   in  f:eneral  his  -v^here- 
abouts   at   f^at   tjrne.   On   14  Kessidor   (2  July),  he  decreedthe 
fcurnee  of  Confreville?     the   IPth    (6Juiy),   the   fournee  of  Or  u*- 
tancesj   the  27th    (IF  July),   the   fpurnee  oi   Cherbourg  while 
he  was  at  V?;logneSj   the  27th    (1?  July),   the   fcurnee  ci   Yalog,- 
ne£j   the  2^th    (17  July),  t^e   fournee  of  Carentanj   on   15  Ther- 
mldcr   (2?^  July),   the   fournee   of  Avrarchef;j  and  a   fev;  days 
later  the   second   fournee   frorr  ?t.   -^^alo.  Ot^-^er  fournees   from 
l>'ortain  ar^  "^t .    '-''lo  were  prevented  --y  t^-^e  Pth   of  T^ermidor. 
Soon  afterward  a  decree  dated   IP  Thermidor   (6  August),   of  the 
thcrmldorian  comirittee   recalled' Llcarpentier  to  Paris  where 
he  arrived  on  2  Fructidord^- August ,   1794). 
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Lecarpentler  *^3s  ore  of   t^osn  doruties  who  portorired 
both  the  dutlos  of   r^prese^ntstlves  with   t^e  airry  and  repres- 
entatives on  uflssLon  5.^  tb^-  rroTlncetu  Diirinc  hie   entire  rls- 

Bion  he  performer'  the  f^utl>a# 'j^ppcrtalnnr:  to  bcth  offices, 
tut  ?.t  different   times  one  of    the  set  oi  activities  vas 
irore  prominent.  Thus  r*ua?ing  the  presence         t>^  Vendeanr,   in 

thelb'nche  his  rneasuros  Y^ere  chief I3'  milltaiy,  at  St*  ?>Jo 

hfi     ,  ..  en^arer?  more  in  civil   operations,  w^^ile  on  his  retu«rn 

to  the  Msnche,  he  ;^'^s  chiefly  eir;rloye.''   in  hunting   out  t^-co? 

who  vvere  to  he  sent  to  P?ris  ?.nr'  ^f^  -i<-'.^^jfif^r>c   '^f   farcrrcus 

ceiehrj^.tions. 

In  his  decrees  lecarpentler  ijsu;?ily  sic^ns  hlirself  "Lee- 
arpentjer,   represents ti^-e  of  the   people   in  the  I-'anche",  dur- 
ing the  first  period  of  his  trisr.icn,  and  durlnr,  the  second 
and  third  periods,   **Iec.?rpentJer,   representative  of  the  people 
in  the  l-anche  and  other  deotrtrrents*"  hecarrentier  ?.as  sent  ■ 
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out  y-y  t^e  decree  of  25  August   for  the  purpose  of  the"levy 

en  masse",  an^'  ^<^t>co  AuL^rd,   from  Sept.    17P3  to  Feb.    11,    179-4 

gives  Mm  the  title,   "Or<e  of  the   representatives  In  the  ?fanchc 

for  the'  'levT/  en  massfer'After  '^^bruaat^'^  11,   1795  ho  changes  the 

title  to  "One  of  the   representatives  with  the  Army  of  the 
coasts  of  Ch.erbourg".  Aulard  gives  the   following  as  his   reason 

for  the  chang6:   "Up  to  this   time  we  have  given  Lec?.rrentier 
the  title  according  to  the  decree  of  the  Convention  of  25  Aug- 
ust. This  Is  wrong,  because   it   Is  certain  th?t   a  decree  of  30 
October  of  the  Committee  of  "^U'-llc  Safety  osde  I.ecarpentier 
operate  afterv^rd  v;ith  the  t^rmy  of  t^^e  coasts  of  Cherbourg, 
although  this  decree  does  not   directly  say  so."  The  decree  of 
50  October   ,1ust   mentioned  orders  t^at  Esnue  la  Vallee,  Le 

Tourner  and  Thlrlon  are  to  he   rerl^ced  by  lecar'-entler  and 

2 
Carnler.    It   Is   true  t^at   :>fterv;ar^'  lecar^ertier  and  Garnler 

worl-ed  more  or   less  ^.vith   t'-^e  ^rrr^-.  "^wo  ct^er  references  only 
strenpt^^r   t^^  proof  t^nt  Lrc~  r'l^ePt.l or  ^v?,s  -?.        representative 
with  the  army  of  t^e  ccasts  of  Cherl-ourg..  His   c   l.league  Car- 
nler sent  by  the  Convention  f^e   17th  charged  with   the. "levy 
en  njasse"  is  called  a   representative  on  mission  with   the  army 
of  Cherbourg  by  Savary.   Lecarpentier  v;ritlng  to  the  Committee 
of  ruViic  Pafety  or  the   fall   of  Fobespierre  on   14  Thermldor 
-1  August,    1794),   says   t>-at   the   letter  r-.m^c-cnoihg  this  impor- 
tant  f3,ct  hr-d  been  sent   to  *~1r.  ''?-    t^*^   reaiest    rmosentative 

4 
of  the  arny   of  the  coasts  of  Che rl^ourg;. 

The   ccrrespcndence  of  the  depv:.ty-   be-carpentier  with  the 

central  governirent   contains  ?   rrest  ar.vount   of  detail   In   reo;ard 

to  his  operations  and  shows  bin  to  have  been  ?.  ir;ar.  of  action 

although  he   is  fond  cf  usin^  t^e   republican  rhetoric  of  the 

1.  Auinrd,  ?ol.    11,  p. 74,  Fote. 

2.  Aulard,  Vol.   P,  p. 121. 

5.   9uerres   des  Vend^*^?''   o-^-    '''t   '"^ouans,   t'^-r-  2,   r-.c'24- 
' 4.   Papport ,  p. 116. 
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tlHre.  He  SQ^^ms  to  have  had  no  coBnection  t^t  all  with  the  Kin- 

Istry  and  there  Is  onlv  one   letter  found  which  ^Aias  written  to 

1 
the  Ccr^imlttee  of  Central  Security.  He  wrote  about  twenty  let- 
ters to  tho  Convention  hut  the  gre^t  bull'  of  his  correspon- 
dence is  with  the  Co!?tnHtef^  of  Public  Safety,  The  difference 
beti^een  the  contents  of  tho  letters  written  to  the  CoKir.ittee 

of  Public  Tafety  ?,n<*  tr»  t*^e  Convention   Is  well  brought  out  by 
Lecarpentier*  He  sa5's,  "I  writ*^  the  r'etalls  of  my  operations 
to  the  Committee  of  Pu'  lie  Fafet^'  and  to  the  Convention  that 
whlc^^   vr    '  '^  uf?eful  arrl  iLny  '  f >   ruMii^'^en,"  ^t  ?.rct^er  time  he 
said^   "   I    iniorn:  t^e  Convention  of  the   facts  and   results  of 

my  YiotVf  Vfhile   I   write  the  order  cf  my  operations  to  the  Cocj- 
ffiittee  of  Public  Safety*"  The  f^rst   few  letters  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Coinmittee  ol  Public  Safety  (dated  2,^,11  ,ie»21  ♦ 

SepteEber»  Pepl;v'  of  Prleur  of  7  September)  arc-  a-'dresaed  to 
Prleur  cf   t>o  ?!arne«  There  seeif'-s  scon  to  hr^ve  ber^n  soit^e  mis- 
understanding between  them  dtie  tc  the   fact  that  Cornier  was 
sent   tc  the  ^-anchf^,  w'^lc'-^  Lecarrert Irr  thcur,ht   \^as  because 

Prleur  "-  '  not  v^-,,^..'  cTcf  nil  M^-   lett'irs  to  V--  Ccn-mlttee 

/J  Afterward 

of  Put  lie  Safety.   Lecarpentiei-'E   letters-  v.-^:  .  i-u  direct 

tc  t'"^^  noKiTilttee   of  PuMIc  Safety. 

l.ecarpent ier  ^ras  s^rt   on  mip-s^iov.  h-^'  the  '•^ecree  of  23  Aug- 
ust and  a  decree  of  th<^  *?^^t^  crave  hln>  provJslcnany  the  depart 

ment   oX  the  Orne  and  ad  lacent   r:>rts  ?.nd  ch.-^.r(-:ed  him  to  confer 

5 

v?it'-    ^-^    r'^^:'-^Gentatlve&  al reach'  It.  t^is   territory.  The  con- 

ferci'co  tcci'-  place  ?t  Caen.  Pobert  llndet,  Du  Toy  and  Bonnet 

were  present*   It  was  decreed  that   ^Ince  be  Tourneur  was  in 

the  Orne  and  no  one  r:^s:   In  the  i'anche  that  Lecarpentier 

should  tabe   t>^e  I'^^nche.  On  t^~e  approach   of  the  yendeans  the 

QozQiitoo  of  Public  Pafety  decided  to  send  both  iecarpentler 

1.  Papport,  T'»]}9»     5?.  Letter  of  Pecarpentler  to  Conven- 
tion, 29  Jan.         S.  letter  of  Lee.   to  Convention,   16  Fov;? 
Papport,  p.6|..      '4.  Letter  oi   Lee,  21  Sept.       B.Papport,  p.2. 
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and  Ms  colleague  Carrier  de  Saintes   to  the  Crn^.   ^-e   orders 
to  this  effect  are  somewhat  confusing,  probably  due  to  a  mis- 
understanding of  the  situation  on  the  pa»t   of  the  Coiiiinlttee. 
Then  too  they  can^e  at  a  time  of  great   efiort   on  t>e  part   of 
Lecarpentler  to  defend  t^-e  !'anche  w'^lch  the  Coir.mlttee  did  not 

appreciate,  lecarpcntier  first   received  neivs  of  t^is  order  in 
a   letter   fror:  Cainler  containiD^'  a   copy  ol   the    letter  of  the 
Comrfilttee  of  PuMlc  'i'afety  d^te<^' 4  Fruroaire    (2F  '^ct.),  Lecar- 
pentler,  however,   thou^^^ht  he  ought   to  st^y   in  the  Kanche  and 
wrote  his   reasons   to  f'^e  Coirirlttee,   The  Cornmlttee   of  Public 
Safety  on  5C  ^ctoher  had,  hovever,  decreed  that  Lecarpentier. 
and  Carnier  were  to   replace  Fsnue,  Le  Tourneur  and  Thirl  on 
who  were  with   the  ^1?:;^,  T.ecarpeT^tler  dons  not   s^eui  to  have   re- 
ceived this  official  order,    ^ul^rd  5j-?v£,   "^lett^r   is   lacking 

3 
which   evidently  gave  new  cowers   to  the  deputies   in  the  MancheV 

On" 'I  roveiTiber,    (14  Pruiraire)   Lecarpentier  v/rote  to  the  Com- 
mittee t'^at  he  had   just   rej?d  in   the  luUetin  of   the  Convention 
the  decree  which   ordered  Carnier  and  Mm.=:elf  to   replace  the 
representatives   in  the   '"rne.  lie  says,  hcwex''??:,   t-^at   it   v;jll 
he   lrr>rosslhlG   for  scLie   tiirse   tc   come  to  pursue    t'-is  new  line 
of  y.or!'.  ^a infer  next  ¥.=  roto   tc  I.ec?rpe-:--tler  on  P  rovember   ( 
jP  ^r--—-' re) ,  as    follov.:fe:   '""""^e   march  of  t^-   one:r:y   renders  our 
reunion  inore  thrn  difficult,  yet   sine:    t'-e  ordf        '   the  Com- 
niittee   of  ^u!  He  Safety  pust  he  obeyed,    I   vdll    go  into     the 

Crne,   the  Sirthe  and  the  Mayenne,  whll-   you  had  better  remain 

4 
in  tho   r'?nche  since  you  -- 1     already  thereV  Lecarpentier  next 

received   in   the   ir.idst   of  I'is  efiorts   to   put   t-^e  r-anche   In  a 

state  of  defense,   the   loiio-wing   letter   froi;:  tho  Committee  of 

Public   Safety,    "In   the  Orne    renei^/   the  administration  but   do 

!•  Letter  of  Lecarpentier,  2  Nov. 

2.  iluiard.  Vol.    o,  p.i^Ji, 

3.  Note   to   letter  of  Lecarpentier,  2  Nov. 
'4.   Papport ,  p.S'*^. 


not   cccupv  vovTBeli  vrith  t^e  lix-veirents  of  t'-^  ^rraies  and  so 

1    ' 
cor^illct  v,'it^-   t^f  plans  of  the  PeruMlc^"  These   instructions 

Lecarpenti^r  thought  v;ere  meant   lorCarnier  as  he  explains 
Irter  to  the  Committee.    Inir,ec!iateiy  after  the  siege  Lecarpen- 
tier  receiver*  another   letter  vvith  directions   for  his  conduct 
in   the  Crne,  This  h?.f'  not   reachec'  him  before  ovdng  to  the 

loGl'ac'O  of  Cranvillc.   tecarrentler  expialnec'  t-"e  situation 
|.   +v-    r-^r.  ^-0.4.^^    t .-.  \i^    rG'1'^%  ^ot   ?r^l'^  nevertheless   If  thov 

wisrcd   It,  ^^  v^ouid   leave^^-nnvj  lie  and  ^;;o  to  the  Orne.  /t    l?5st 
Iec.?.r^entler   receiver  3.r>  crc'er  to   renain  at  CranviUe,  dated 
on  29  Fcvemher   (<^  rrisr.alfe)*  Lecarpentler  -^ad  t^cup,ht  all  al- 
onr,  t^^3t  ^.e  ou^ht   to   remain  In     the  '^'anche,  ar'  then  the   sue- 
cc£s   of  his  defense  practically?  shut   off  an.^'   crltlcisin  of  his 
ccnduct. 

Although   t'-e   succe^riul   del^i^se   ol      i-rviiie   fnade  I.ecar- 
pertier  secure,   there  \ms  a  tirre  v;hen  the  ConuDittee  of  Public 
Safety  intended  to   recall  hlir.  altogether*  The  Coiririlttee  oi 
Puhiic  Safety  wrote  to  Prleur  oi   the  Varne  at  Prest  on   16  roV. 
as   ioliows:   "Co  to  Pennes  and  send  here  Gamier,  Lecarpentier, 
Le  Tourneur,  and  Pocholle,  Thej*  do  not   shov/  enouph  energy  and 
are  always  doubt Inj^.  of  success.  T^ey  have  leer;  tco  inefficient 
to  mahe  v.-   ----e  ary*:'-^-    f\-'"-''~or   fron:  t;-eir."   It  'is   interesting 
to  note   t'-ru   f^ls   letter   is   Hated  the  very  day  of  the  sie??:© 
of   C'ranviile,  when  T.ecarTJentler  'a'ss  the  only  deputy  who  was 
directing  the   fight  agtinst   t^e  Vendeans.   cut  at   this  critical 
tine   for  hoth  lecarrentier  and  t^^  "-endeans  the  Comrrlttee  of 
Puhiic  fafety  ^^ere   if,norant   of  w^\at   vvns  tahintt  place,  since   it 
tec''  ^--^x'^'ral   '"■-•^ys   for  courier!?   to  travel  *'^tv;een  ^arl?=  and 

^fhen  It    is   reir.errl  ere^'   t-^at  T_ec-?rrent!er  v^as  a   rerresenta- 

1.  Letter   froiT  Com.   of   ?.?.  at  Paris   to  Lee,  9  Fov. 

2.  Letter  of  Lee,    17  Fov. 

3.  do. 

4»  Papport ,  T »^^, 


•Tt9f    b 


31 


ttvo  '.v5t'    V  r  arir>y  ol  f'^^'irVcur^,   it    iz  ?A   oncf^  seep  why  he 
sb.ouic  !:<?  .sent  to  "t.   ■-:-*iC.  lie  had   ;|u£t   succecsfully  coi-iducte-' 
the  r'efens'^  of  rrr*rvHle.  Tferc  was  anof^er  city  threatened  wit 
a  siege  ?*r»r'  tho  CotriiPltteo  of  PuMlc  F'afety  naturally  lool'©d  to 

Leca.rrentler.  T^er?*  s:^ems  to  have  been  no  general  or'^ers  f,lvln 

powers  ?.rd  territory  to  Locaipentler  at  rt.  Halo,  but  various 

dircotiors  ?.^rc'   riven  Mm  on  his  r'orarturo  and  ?..t  c'lll'erent 

tlii;e£  during  his  stay.  Sarott  however,  menticns  the   fact   t'^at 

Lecarpentter  was  sibs^nt   fror.  Crrnville  to  rocoivf  revrj^rds 

froK*  the  Corventlcn,   for  his  r.?»l}art   conduct ,  ?nd  ?.lso  to  re- 

2 
ceive  rev;   powers   it)  the  ^'?.nch9  zkV.d  the^  Ille-et^Vjl  lalrse  tks  Vrfli 

Sarot  also  s^y^^  f^^t  he  vr^.s  Inve^^ted  wlt^i   full    legislative 
pov^ers   Ir   the    ,1urlJ?.diotior?  of  his  nev;  rission,  and  chsri^^ed  by 

O 

tbc    -.:, vBrt }.'■;?•  t ^^  p'.^^'^Iy  t'^^  officl?!   By^i^r  oi   terror.  H'^T'^ 

olutlornry  f:ov<»rpiront   ir.  t'-e  '^'anohr,  '"'■  '  s  v.-L'   t' ^'   worh  cf  his 

succf>sscrE,  Fcuret  snd  Fr^mt5ngor. 

On  l^  ?-'-»rc^    {^.^  ^<^ntope),  lecarper-tlr>r  xrote  to  the  Conj- 

li^itteo  ol  ""uM^c  J^nfety  ?»n'^  ^sked  t^ert  to  ?^--d  rt^prosontatives 

into  V'^  Cotos-du-.?^crd  3r^  t'^^  *'^rbi^r:;n,  al^o  to   raoall  him 

on  3GC0U1''    ". '    •- '-   '^saith.   '}o\^--i-    V/^   end  oi   the   i^ont^  he  ^rote 

to  the  Cojivoiition  stating;  that  he  expected  his   recall  soon. 

In  p.   i'^tter  dated  7  Jure   (IP  Pralrial),  Lecarrentior  said  his 

mission  '^:tis  ffnished,  his  rresonoo  no  lcnc!;er  necessarVf  and 

"'4 
then  iBtatod  tre  srr^nf:ei?'nti    "  '    had  K?.He   for  his   return.  The 

only  answer  -to  t^is   lp>ttor  v,as  3   d<^cree  of  t^e  CoriBittee  of 

Public  Safety  dnte*:'  or  '^'^  -'uno   <2P  Pralri?.!)^  w^ich  ordered 

Lecarycntirr  tc   linis-h   t:;^-  dihos  5».t  Toi,  ?\nd  ad.lust   the  dif- 

ferorces  ^^-jch  ?rose   ov/^r  t'^p  chanf.e   in  the   river  vf-^ich  sep- 

1.  ^-p^  I.(^ttor?  of  Ccrr.   rf  ^.^,   to  T^c,  7  Toe., 14  Dec, 
51   roc,  2  c%n.,!1   Fet:. 

2.  CoiEnirsion   i'ilitairr   -^  PevolutK'^- '^^  ^^^9  cl^. 
S.   Coirn-Jssion  of  Trr^ rvi  Ho,  p.!*^. 

"4.  Baprort,  p. 10^.         F.  Panrort,  p.P«. 
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arated  t'-':    tv-o  departments. 

Iccarper^tier *s   r-^ca.li   v;3s  rsov>  put   oil    Inr'ef Irltsly  and   In 
f    ■■     IS  not   sert  until   after  P  T^ermldor,    Infcrm?tlon  of  tMs 
iruportant   change   in  t^f^  control   governrr.ont  ^^as   received  on 
1    •u^;ust    (13  T'-eriridor)    in  d   letter  dated  2P  July  (10  Tbermi- 
dor).   Finally  I  rcarpertier  received  ?.  letter  frorii  the  thermi- 
dcrlan  cornrittee  dieted  f  .<up,ust    (IP  Therrnidor),  w'^Ich   contain- 
ed his   recall   to  t?ie  Convention.    In  his   repl.;^  Lecarrcntier 

said  he  had  asi-ed   for  his   recall   In  vain   fror:  26  March    (8  Cor- 

'4 

mi na  1 )   to  7  June    ( 9  I'-'eRs i dor). 

Id  conclusion  it  seen'.s  safe  to  say  that  Lecarpentier  was 
a  veiy  good  delegate  oi  the  CoiXir.i tt'  e  of  PuMic  r^afety,  one 
who  kne"A  that  energy  for  the  cause  of  t^^e  Fepullic  would  meet 
with  apcroval,  and  w'^o  therefore  irade  his  upasures  foilcw  the 
march  o.(  the  Terror  ^t  Paris,  althouf;h     ?s  douhtiess  a 
Jacobin  of  the  frost  advanced  t^^^e  and  v/hoily  devoted  to. his 
party.  Tfith  ail  his  energy,  however,  he  seeir,£  to  have  been 
sotfc^?-"-^-*'  inc'-ing  in  independence  and  initiative.  This  seems  to 

rovec'  ironi  his  corresponx'ence  in  whic'  "  often  asked  for 
directions  and  had  to  hav?  the  fonr:?!  approval  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Pu'  lie  Tafetv  onmanv  m^'asures  w^-ich  t'^e;"?  would  have 

'      '  5 

b^■en  r.atisfied  to  ^ave  left  entirel;     ir.. 

1.  Happort,  p. ISP. 

S.  This  decree  v;as   received  hy  LecartDentier  on  9  Kessldor 
(Vid.   Letter  of  lee,  2^x  Thermidor)   and   is  said  by  him  to  be 
of  the  date  QP  Prairial.  As  given  on  p.lSP  of  thf^   "Bapport" 
it  bears   the  date  of  P  Prairial.  This   l~.st   date   is  probably  a" 
mist^l'e  sinc^-.   it  ^.voul^^  not   take  so   Icn^    to  'ring  the  decree 
t         ^^.rrentier. 

c .  Pappo  rt ,  p .  1 1  ^ .  ■  d .  ^apj:o  r t ,  p  .119. 

^'   r.^,f  +  .^.vr.  ^r  T^c.9  SO  rept.|!l  Fov.i  Paprort,  pp.21-2Sj 
.  .  ,  .  .  tc  'rc,^   7  PecjM  recj  28   Janj  11  Feb. 
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CFAPTFP  V!. 
THF  PFUTICF!;  EFTWFFN  LFC/PPF?T!^B  /^:  C/^FNIFB  DP  FA  I  FTPS. 

The  onl3'  deputy'  who  could  be  called  a  colleague  of  Lecar- 
pentier  ^as  Jacques"  ISarnier.  de  '^aintes.  He  v;as  sent  to  assist 
Lecarpentler  by  a  decree  cf  the  Ccnvsntion  dated'  17  Sept., 1795 
The  Convention  decreed  this  new  mission  on  a  report  of  Farere 

that  the  grain  nonopo lists  were  agitating  the  ?'anche  anH  that 

1 
the  count r37  w?s  4  £^re?t  ''^-ncer  frorr.  t^e  Fnr'lish.  '^he  two  ('■ep" 

uties  were  to  ¥;orJ'  together  or  separately  as  they  saw  fit. 
Lecarpentier  v/as  not  very  v?ell  pleased  with  the  arrival  of  his 
colleague.  He  thought  that  Prieur  ci  the  '-arne  to  V/hoin  his 
letters  to  the  central  government  had  been  addressed  up  to 
this  tiite,  had  not  given  his  full  correspondence  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Fafetv,  and  that  a  colleag:ue  was  not  neces- 

5 
sary.  The  two  deputies  first  Yicrbed  together  at  Cherbourg, 

where  they  wiote  tbe  lollovrln}?  ,1oint  letter:^:  26  September? 
30  September?  and  3  andM  October  to  the  Committee  of  Public 

1.  Aulard,  Vol.  '=',  p.F37.    2.  Letter  of  Com.  P. 5.  to 
Lecarpentier,  !24  Sept.    5.  Letter  of  Lee.  to  Prieyr,  21 

Sept. 


Safet3'>  and  to  V^"^   ^orv^vtior.   one  dat?^-'  '"^  ^^^■'-■^eirler.  <^n  ^ 
Cctoher,  Lecarpert ier  i^rcte  from  Valog,Ee£  having  left  Carrier 
at  Cherbouro.  /,fter  they  had  separated,  Carnier  v.iotc  to  the 
Committee  of  ^uhlic  Tafcty  or.  2P  October,  'Te  divide  our  ope- 
rations, but  ere  in  one  accord."  In  fact  the  only  record  of  a 

conflict  in  their  orders  was  due  to  a  misunderstanding  as  to 

1 
the  disr'csiticr  of  the  troors  r^ent  against  t^e  Vendeans.  The 

the  lines  of 

t'AO  deputies  nov   dlvl-'cr:   i.  eix  ..orF.   lecarpentier  v-ent   to  Che^ 

bourg  to   iool^  after  the  coasts,  and  Cornier  v-ent   to  Avranches 

o 
to  organize  the   troops  which  Lecarpentier  had   .lust   raised. 

T^e   order  of  tho  Committee  of  Public  Safety  which  sent 
lecarpentjer  and  ramie r  to  t^e  ^rne  has  already  been  discus- 
sed  in  th?^  nreced^ng  charter.   Carnier  with   ^eyre,   the  <yeneral 
in  corr.ni?>nd  ?t  ^ranville,   left   th^t   city  in  crder  to  be  pres- 
ent at  a  council   of  w?r  to  be  held  at  Fennes  on  2  Toveirber 

(12  Frumaire).   Just  before  Peyre's  deprrture   fcM  Cranville 
he   received  at  x\<3u*ic;i>  ^   lettei   from  Carnier  who  ^as  also  at 

Pennes  w'^ich   contained  the    following  sentenc<^:   "I  believe    I 

ought   to  accompany  you  bad'  to  the  Kanche  because    T   thinl'  Lee- 
arpentier  will   gc  to  the  Sarthe  and  the  Havcnne  as  the  Com- 
mlttee  has   put  him  under  obligations."  The  date  of  this   let- 
ter, hoi^ever,   P  Fovember   (l^  Frumaire),   Is   twc  days  before 
the  one  %■  ich   CarnJer  vrote  to  lecarpert.ier  in  which  he  ad- 
vises lecarr^entier  to   reiraln   in  the  Kanche  and  says  he  will 
'  •  4 

go   to   t^^e  Crne. 

After  this  date  Tecarrentier  pT"^  Carnier  h^d  no  v.crk  in 
coiriron.  T --^cnrr^ent^er  f^^B  ordered  to  ren.ain  at  Cranvllle  and 
soon  afterv;ard  sent   to  Ft.   ''^lo,  while  Car^'^'^^^  t^.s  mo:"~    4-^^-^- 

busy  with  the   ret re5^tln.<-^ Vendeans  who  had  o\'errun  his  terri- 
tory', and  soon  afterw.'^rc    was   included  in  the  irission  ol'0 

1.  Bapport,  p. 2^:  Letter  of  Lee.  04  ret.     2.  Rapport,  p. 2'^ 
3.   Chasj^in,   Vendee  patriote,   toir.e    III,  p. 2^0. 
' 4*  Fapport,  p.S6. 
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CIUPTKR  VII. 

RELATIONS  OF  LSCAPPEimBB 
WITH  OTHER 
REPKESKIITATIVSS  ON  MISSION* 

Lecarpentler  saems  to  have  no  groat  difference  of 
opinion  with  any  of  the  colloa^uoe  vfith  who©  ho  worked  at 
any  time*  H0  generally  speaKo  of  then  In  good  terns  and  ooewi 
to  havo  puraued  his  own  course  v^lthout  inuch  Interference  on 
their  part.  Before  the  approach  of  the  Vendeans  he  hsd 
scarcely  anything  to  do  with  any  deputy  except  Gamier  do 
Salntes  who  had  been  sent  to  assist  hln,  but  the  vigorous 
rjeaaures  of  defense  which  he  wac  then  obliged  to  take  neceo- 
sarlly  brought  him  into  relation  with  other  deputies.  3t* 
/indre*5  arrival  In  the  Manchet  after  the  oloce  of  cra«/llle 
did  not  mean  any  loss  of  authority  on  LecaiTentler^s  part  for 
each  had  his  own  line  of  worKi  and  although  St.  Andre  was 
©ent  to  superintend  thlnco  if  ho  thoui^ht  nececsarj^t  he  did  not 
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interfere  with  Lecarpentier.  At  St.  Halo  Lecarpentler's 
relations  with  other  doputlec  was  usually  in  some  natter  where 
their  ;Joint  signature  was  necessary,     while  on  his  return 
to  the  Manche  he  worked  when  and  how  he  pleased • 

His  first  meeting  with  other  representatives  on  mission 
was  at  Caen  before  he  had  actuallii  entered  his  own  territory. 
Here  he  met  Bonnet,  Du  Roy,  and  Robert  Lindet  and  received 
the  Manche  as  his  territory.  The  next  representative  vrith 
whom  he  came  in  contact  was  oarnier  de  Saintes  with  whom  his 
relations  have  already  been  discussed. 

The  invading  Vendeans  made  oit  necessary  to  ask  the 
surrounding  deputies  for  aid.  In  response  to  letters  from 
both  Lecarpentier  and  Gamier,  oudet  ^'^^   Robert  Lindet  had 
sent  arms  and  ammunition  to  the  Manche  from  Caen.   Upon  the 
arrival  of  the  deputy  Laplanche  at  Caen  the  28  October,  he 
prepared  a  body  of  troops  under  general  Sepher  and  started 
for  the  Manche.  At  Vire  in  the  Manche  Laplanche  left  them 
in  order  to  meet  Lecarpentier  and  the  generals  of  the  army 
of  the  coasts  of  Cherbourg  in  a  council  of  war."" 

The  troops  of  Laplanche  however  did  not  assist  in  the 
defense  of  Oranvill©  as  they  were  three  leagues  from  the  city 
walls  at  the  time;''  nor  was  any  deputy  except  Lecarpentier 
■^  Letter  of  Oudet  and  Lindet  26  Oct.;  Rapport  28 
^  Rapport  39.     ^  Letter  of  Laplanche  16  Nov. 
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in  the  clt3''  to  assist  In  ito  doTense*   Prieiir  of  tho  Manio 
wr.r,  flr.o».+  to  haaton  fr^n  Brest  to  Renno3>  Laplaiiche  v;ac 
with  his  army  three  leacuos  away,  and  St.  Androi  on  his  way 
to  Granville ♦and  Cherbourg  wac  at  St»  Halo* 

St*  Andre  cmao  in  response  to  the  orders  of  tho 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  dated  6  November,  v/ho  afterwards 
wrote  to  Breard  at  Brest  that  he  would  be  back  when  the 
rebels  were  finally  settled. 

St.  Andre  seerned  to  feel  his  ponitlon  somewhat  difficiat. 
He  wrote  to  the  Cojamlttee  of  Public  Safety  on  the  12  riovcia- 
bert  »The  hardest  part  of  rsy   task  in  thcManche  vrill  be  to 
harmonize  the  five  deputies  already  there.  Wliat  can  I  do 
without  ostenoible  authority  ^nd   title>  and  fearing  to 
produce  your  letter  on  account  of  their  pride  ajid  self 
respect**    St.  Andre  carne  however.  He  wrote  from  Dinan 
tho  16  November,  St.  Halo  the  17,  whore  he  spoke  of  the 
siege  and  Lecarpentier's  gallant  defense,  and  wrote  from 
Coutances  on  the  18«  He  began  to  work  immediately.  He 

conferred  on  the  situation  with  Lecarpontier,  General  Sepher 

1 
and  Laplanohe,  with  Lecarpentier  on  the  amount  of  the  indem- 
nity to  be  paid  to  Granville  for  the  destroyed  faubourgs'^ 

•^  Letter  of  Lecarpentier  10  ITovember* 
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and  held  a  council  of  war  with  LocaiTentlor,  Laplanoho  and 
Turx^eau  at  AvranchOQ.  ~  lie  wroto  to  tho  Cornnittee  on  tho 
30th  Kovonbor  that  tho  presence  of  Laplancho  was  no  longer 
necessaiv  ana  that  Lecax^pentior**  Prlour  of  the  Manio  and 
hinoolf  could  tianago  affairo,  and  on  tho  28   Kovenbor,  that 
if  Sepher*Q  divioion  bo  nado  a  part  of  tho  avrx/  or   tho  West 
his  own  preoence  v/ouid  no  longer  bo  nocoasary. 

Tho  Vondoana  had  nov/  ceaaod  to  threaten  the  vicinity 
of  Granville.  St»  Andre  was  ordered  to  Cherbourg  on  tho 
3rd  of  Docenber,  and  to  Broot  on  the  eth  which  he  received 
on  the  13th;  Laplanche  wrote  from  Caen  the  S8th  Kover.ibor; 
Prleur  of  the  Uame  wac  ordered  to  Vannos  in  tho  iviorbihan* 
and  the  7th  of  Docombor  Lecarpentior  waa  ordered  to  St. 
Malo,  and  Bourot  was  ordered  the  0th  of  Dccetabcr  to 
Cherbourg.  On  the  9th  nivose  (20  Dec^iber)  Bouret  was 
ordered  with  Frecianger  to  the  Calvados  and  the  Mane  he, 
where  iu  Locarpentier'a  abaenco  ho  adniniotcroi     system 
of  the  terror  and  roiiowod  the  authoritiea  qo   thoroughly  that 
Locarpontior  on  hiiz   rotui^i  in  L'esoldor  found  little  to 
chaj^go*  *" 

Soon  after  Locarpontior  arrived  at  St.  i'alo,  tho 


Rapport  54.  Sarot  p 
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rcprosontativc  Laplanchowith  General  RooEl<!nol  arrivod* 
Pap  or  G  had  boon  fovuici  upon  a  Chouan  cnief  killed  In  an 
cnnanarnont  sodo  tlrno  after  the  sei^e  or  cranvillo  which  con- 
tained a  code  or  (maasm  siipials  to  bo  uaeci  to  dotermino  the 
proper  tina  at  v?hioh  the  En^linh  should  coiae  rrom  Jersaiy  to 
the  holp  of  the  VondoanGn  A  conforonco  was  now  held  W   I*oc- 
arr.entier,  Laplanche  and  Hosaignol  and  it  wao  determinod  to 
work  this  code  aa  if  all  had  gon©  woljl  with  tho  Vendeans# 
The  plan  cane  to  nothing:  howovor#  the  reason  probably  boint'^ 
that  Jorgey  had  been  advised  as  to  the  true  state  of  things. 

On  the  31  of  Januarj^  the  connitteoe  of  Public  Safety 
decreed  a  descent  upon  Jersey*  The  chief  center  of  prepwation 
being  St*  Malo  at  which  point  troops  were  secret „.,  .-.  bo 
concontratco,  Billau.i  Varonnes  and  Ruanps  were  sent  to 
St*  Malo  charged  with  this  matter*  Lecarpentier  oeons  to 
have  'aisia  nothing  to  do  with  iti  althou/;h  he  mentioned  the 
expedition  in  his  letters  to  the  Convention  vmr^^^  ho  slmTa-' 
have  Kept  quiet.  These  letters  were  printed  in  the 
lionitour.  *^ 

There  were  natters, however #  in  which  Lecarpentior 

acted  with  ..^^^  .....   varmines*  They  Jointly  sipied  certain 

-^  Rapport  44,  84;  Letter  of  Laplanche  P.B   Do     Letter  c 
Feb. 
LecarT)entier  19;  4  March;  anv-  ^.•.  — ■  >r..^>.>.r^M  >.  p,,-^-mr,  a  ?-nrch. 
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deci^oes  mnona  v/lUch  was  ona  charging  the  national  agont 

Of   St«  l.iaXo  with  tho  arrest  of  all  suspect eci  priests  * 
and  another  which  docreed  tho  sucponsion  of  Adjutant  General 
I^ame  because  of  forticr  relations  with  Dumourioz*'^ 

Soae  time  later  Locarpontior  confei"*red  vfith  the  repro- 
oentativc  Laignelot.  viho  haa  ,lust  arrived, on  the  best  neans 
of  subduing  the  Choumis." 

Fron  this  tine  on  little  infonnatlon  is  found  in  regard 
to  l.ooarp<>ntier»©  relations  with  other  deputies*  In  Meooidor 
on  his  return  to  the  uanchci  he  decreed  hie  roumees  viith 
the  help  of  subordinates;  only  and  he  preferred  to  be  the 

A 

chief  peri3ona|»e  at  the  fetes  which  ware  then  celebrated. 


'^      Kapnort     04;     "    Happort  9D;         "     Rapport  103< 
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CilAPTEH  VXII* 

LBCAflPEimEH*S  BELATICHG  T7ITH  3UB0RBIKATE 
OFFICIALS  AKB  WITH  ?!IE  PCPULAH  S0CIKTIK3. 

Throu£:hout  the  whole  of  liiQ   acininl  strati  on  frou  the  vory 
b0i:innln£:  until  hio  recall  Lecarpsntier  loado  conataiit  use 
of  tnc  local  aOEinlstrativo  ofriclers  ajid  the  corabors  of  the 
popiaar  eocietjtea.  Those  nen  who  wore  in  a  aonso  subordln- 
ateot  wore  not  slnply  obedient  scryents  of  Locarpentier,  but 
at  tines  ooem  to  have  influenced  his  policy.  The  violent 
JacobinicEi  of  sooo  of  the  clubst  is  certainly  responsible  for 
©one  of  Looarpentior*3  revolutionary  laeasurea  in  the  Mancho 
during  Mossidor^  There  was  however  a  i^roat  difference  between 
tho  sentiinents  of  the  people  of  the  Manche  and  thoao  of  the 
Ille-ot-Vilalne«  The  people  of  tho  Manche»vrere  not  involved 
so  deeply  in  fedoralisn  as  vrerc  the  people  of  Brittany  and 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  roign  of  terror  tho  popular 
societies  were  cornposod  of  Jacobins  of  tho  moat  advanced 
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typo.  At  Gt.  Male  ana  Dinan  before  LGcan)ontler  could  use 
the  r>or-.->i^"^  r.o^-^^+ir>p  for*  Yiis   purpoH'^i:,  ho  had  to  dissolve 
the  exist Irjf:  bodies  and  roorijanlze  then  anew. 

Iiec.^.i*pentier»a  plan  of  working  vrac  simple.  On  hio  first 
arrival  at  Coutances  In  September  1793,  he  vrcnt  In  the  even- 
lj\iZ   to  the  popular  soclet:/  '^'■^  celeotot-  clx  cienbers  to  work 
with  him.  The  first  nootlnc  when  they  6urTX)iuidou  him  was  at 
the  tirae  of  the  Inraii^'^y  Into  tho  recent  federalist  riots.*" 
At  Cherbourg  as  well  as  at  Valo,::3ies  and  Coutances  these 
delef"^*^"  f^r--  ^'--^   ^opular  societies  sat  with  Lecarpentler 
and  assisted  him  In  channlnc  the  constitute<l  authorities* 
Lecarpentler,  however,  wrote  to  the  Conmlttee  of  I^ibllc 
Safety  the  seventh  of  OctCL:^  ,  "The  work  In  the  Manchc  v/ould 
have  been  completed  If  I  ha.J  not  been  obliged  to  call  to  ny 
aid  the  delegates  of  the  popular  clubs,  whoso  conflicts  and 
discussions  waste  a  vast  ariount  of  tir.ie««» 

At  Granville  nfter  the  retreat  of  the  Vendcans,  Leo- 
arpontler*s  council  consisted  of  General  Poyro,  the  tOEiporary 
connandant  of  the  place  Regnler,  and  other  officers  of  the 


^  Rapport  $B;  03.  For  text  of  ..,  decree  reorganizing  the 
popular  aociety  at  St.  Malo  see  Rapport  128  -  130. 
^     Letter  or   T.<-»c.^r^vr^nf ler  £  Sept.  sarct  -  Les  Soclotc^s 
Populalres  ae  Coutances,  p  63.  ^        Rapport  8. 


garrison  who  had  asalstQd  In  the  defensor 

At  St.  Malo  Leoarpentlor  says  his  cuiuicil  wao  nade  up 
ae  follows:  *»Th0  ooDiaiyaionera  of  tho  committoe  of  sm*- 
veiilaiice  aiiu  the  popular  sooioty  of  tho  olty;  axiu  foi^er 
aelef:;atea  of  the  priiaary  asocanbliac  of  tho  dietrict  to  act 
in  the  case  of  the  oonstitutea  authorities  of  the  district." 

ljecarpontiar*»  fournoea  in  the  iiancho  were  not  only 
approved  by  tho  popular  sociatioe  and  subordinate  adminiotra*- 
tors  but  Bome  of  the  oxoesoes  ^ore  incited  by  their  ardor. 
"SODC  of  these  men  ware  hl8  intimate  friends  and  others  were 
equally  devoted  to  hie  system  which  enabled  hiin  to  get  rid 
of   their  poreonei  enernieQ*"   The  popular  society  of  Cou- 
tancos  invited  hirn  to  pursue  tho  fedcrallsta  and  oopecially 
certain  parsons  desi/'piated  by  thaia*  The  authorities  of 
Valognss  were  entirely  at  his  service.  ^'  It  doeo  not  appear, 
however,  although  the  decrooa  of  Lecarpentlor  soon  to  suppose 
it,  that  he  conferred  officially  with  htn   subordinates  when 

I   II  I  I  IK  III!  I  I  I  11  «iini» 

piaKing  up  his  litits  of  prosci*ipticn»  *     but  he  did  act  upon 
their  advice  and  in  the  case  of  thvO  foumeo  fron  ValcrrnQn 


1  ^ 

Sarot  -  Milt,  and  Rev.  Cornmission  a  Granville  p.  13. 

^  Bapport  83.     ^     Sarot   212,  213,  317. 


^  Sarot  296,  213. 
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he  acted  upon  Inexact  anu  partial  Information  l\irniohod 
him  by  the  Comniittee  of  Surveillance*  ^ 

Lecarpontior  embark od  at  Cotttancoo  the  elfrhth  Mossldor 
having:  arrived  frora  Granville  whore  ho  had  been  prosont  at 
the  groat  foto  on  the  fifth.  Ko  received  a  flattering 
reception  at  Coivtanccr:  from  the  dele^ate^'i  of  the  popular 
society.  Irmodiately  on  hie  arrival  he  nominated  12  member^ 
of  the  society*  unknown  to  each  other,  to  collect  information 
against  those  persons  who  were  not  observing  the  Mecadi#"  *^ 

In  regard  to  the  foumco  cf  coutances  it  lo  certain 
that  the  popular  societies  were  as  responsible  for  this  meas- 
ure as  was  the  representative  Lecarpentier.  The  exact  part 
taken  by  thorn  will  bo  explained  in  a  later  chapter,  sarot 
sayst  »»Xhere  reigned  at  the  club  at  this  time  only  satisfac- 
tion on  so  iecltinatc  ..  ....-^acure,  no  matter  how  they  felt 

later."  " 

On  the  29  July  (  11  Themidor  )  certain  administrators 
of  the  Manche  wrote  to  the  Comnittee  of  Public  Safety  to 
hasten  the  oondewnation  of  several  of  the  viotiRis.  On  the 

^  Sarot  320.     '^      Sarot  -  Leo  Societeo  Populairos  de 
Cotitancon  p.  85  -  86* 
^   Lea  Socictes  Populairos  de  Coiitances  p.  01. 
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13  th  In  a  letter  to  Lecarpantler  they  oompiainea  ox*  the 
acquittal  by  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  of  three  of  the 
proscribed  citizens*  -^   After  the  ninth  TheiTildor,  the  club 
at  Coojtanoes  received  a  letter  from  Lecarpentier  at  St*  Malo» 
in  which  he  charged  them  to  percist  in  their  past  devotion 
to  the  Motintain  which  was  yet  largely  represented  in  the 
Convention* 

At  V«'^lognes>  Cherbourg  I  and  AvranchoSf  but  not  at 
CarentaH»  the  COEjmittees  of  Surveillance  drew  up  the  accusa- 
tions which  accompanied  the  foumees  to  Paris >  "  yet  after 
the  Rei^n  of  Terror  the  authorities  of  both  Coutancea  and 

Valonnes  denied  havlnij  been  concenied  in  these  lists  of 

4 

proscription*     This  denial, probably  due  to  fear  c. 

> 
consequences,  did  not  prevent  at  leant  60  of  the  former 

aiininistrators  oi  Valogneis  from  being  imprisoned  while  sev*- 

cral  menberG  of  the  Corsnlttee  of  SuS^veillance  were  condenned 

to  death*  *^ 

The  fate  of  the  chief  assistants  and  councillors  of 


wallon  -  Les  Representanto  en  Mission.  Vol.  I,  p.  40; 
Sarot  ~  Les  Socleten  Populaires  de  Ccntnncen*  p*  07» 
Sarot  343*    "^  sarot  200,  mn. 
^    »    320. 
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Locan>ontior  was  assured  after  the  oM  of  the  Rel£pi  of 

To^"'     ^^'      :>opuiar  £;ocietios  in  apita  of  thoir  continued 

jacobitiism  could  not  prevont  the  expulsion  of  the  principal 

instrument T;  ox'  the  Terr^or  from  the  department.  In  Yendo- 

nlaire  III  an  inquiry  vmn   held  at  Contancos  s^ind  other 

places  which  rocuitecl  in  the  condemnation  of  a  certain  number 

of  the  more  proininont  Terrorigts  and  the  13  Inarch*  1795 

{  24  Ventose  III  )  the  popular  society  of  CoHtancoo  was 
1 

ClOSOu . 

The  Jacobin  opirit  in  the  Uancho  ia  best  pi^ved  however 

by  ito  persistence  after  the  ninth  Themidor.  "Besidec  the 

principal  assiotajite  of  Lecaii)e]itier,  a  great  nunber  of 

people  rariained  true  Jacobins  and  did  not  wish  to  /live  up 

control  to  the  Moderates.**  Legislation  continued  against 

the  priestiu  the  '♦l^nirten*'  and  the  devotion  of  the?  authori- 
ze 
tiea  to  the  Republic  v(w:   intilate<;  by  the  people*  Fetos 

continued  and  vforo  even  nore  elatrorate  and  grotesque  than 

in  Lecarpentier'a  tine.*'   The  popular  society  of  Valo^mes 

regretted  that  so  nany  had  been  released  fron  prison  since 

Then^ddor.  On  the  occasion  of  the  fete  of  the  tenth  August 

17GG»  Coiitances  was  the  scone  of  a  riot,  a  m— ^  vmri-ber  of 


1 

Sarot  306,   367.       3arot  371 t  372. 
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the  peoplo  beiiig  diacontontoci  with  the  now  order  of  things* 
They  parodied  the  thcrmidorlan  chant  and  Invaded  the  quarters 
of  the  reactionary  oiub*  An  inquect  hold  afterv/ard  on  the 
cauce  of  this  riot  proved  conclusively  that  a  lar^o  nijnbor 

of  republicans  of  the  most  advanced  typo  still  ezictodi  in 

X 
the  Uanche. 


Sarot  37G 
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CliAPTER     IX. 

OEKEIUL     ADMIiaSTRATIOH: 
Chan^OG  In  the  Paroonnol  of  the     CoTictituted 

A 

Authoritiosj  l^ninocrinc*  Fotoo,  Marine  Adnlniot ration, 
and  General  Mint '^ry  Adnini  strait  ion. 

The  fed  or  all  at  i!jovenent  in  the  Mane  ho  although  it  had 
not  attained  an^'thin,^  UK©  the  sane  proport^lons  to  which  it 
reached  in  the  Ille-ot-viliine,  yet  had  advanced  far  engough 
to  corapromlse  the  /greater  part,  of  the  public  officers  in  the 
eyes  of  the  convention.  A:;  soon  as  Lecarpentler  arrived* 
he  directed  hi^  efforts  toward  th^  renoval  of  all  federalists 
from  officOf  ana  In  a  short  tine  .the  whole  departmental  and 
local  niirninistratlori  had  been  replaced  by  advanced  Jacobinc. 

At  St.  Halo  Lecarpentler  applied  all  his  resourcei:  tc 
stamp  out  utterly,  ov.^'v  tr'^c^^  of  federr»Ti*'n.  ry>-)>^   hi  ••  vr^o^^ 
uree  were  so  exhaustive  that  he  wao  soon  able  to  boast  that 
there  wao  neither  a  federalist t  an  aristocrat  nor  a  fanatic 


00 

1 
In  the  covmtiy. 

Althou/^n  Lec^rpentier  thouciit  much  rnoro  of  the  people 
of  his  native  Uepartiaont  than  he  did  of  those  of  St.  Malo, 
f/hlch  placo  he  callec.  •  riost  of  rebels  f  am   although  ho 
£:enerally  spoke  of  the  people  of  the  Manche  In  the  highest 
toiTis,  yet  he  Intenclcxl  to  rc^nove  all  traces  of  federallsin 
and  to  do  It  as  soon  as  posalblo*  The  followinit  extracts 
rvotn   his  proelamations  and  correopondance  show  the  point  of 
vie,/  vvith  which  he  worked  and  what  hi  a  intentions  really 
were*  Irinediately  on  iilo  arrival  in  the  Mancho  in  Soptenber 
1793  he  issued  a  procl?^ation.  He  saldt  '^Among  the  feder- 
alist insurgents  in  the  Manche  there  was  found  only  certain 
disloyal  officials  anu  a  fcv?  citison:.*  .ho   macs  of  the 
people  havo  raaained  intact  and  uiust  not  be  confounded  with 
the  conspiratorc  and  a  fo*;  valetc  of  ex-noblec  who  IM  the 
riots  at  Cout^inceo  in  June  laat#  However,  the  inmirroction 
of  the  aciministx^toro  of  tb^  o^r^artmont  iv,  none  the  less 
real*  The  national  representation  hac  been  violated,  public 
tranquility  comproriisod  ana  greater  evlli;  can  eardly 
foilov*."  ''  "The  auminiotration  of    Manche  ou^jht  to  be 
renewed  in  whole  or  in  part  according  to  the  degree  with 
v/hich  the  officials  have  adhered  to  the  liberticlde  decrees.'^ 

1 

Rapport     *~  Rapport  3,      ^  Rapport  4. 
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He  says,  hovievor,     ♦»croat  care  nuot  be  taken  to  dl3tln£:uioh 

v/ho  incitou  thdn*"-^   A  fow  weokG  later  ho  wrote,  "It  lo 
necessary  to  ru.ji  v  )  r  — ■  -f:*^  -  ^  -t  cnly  ■*■':'  •-opoctQ  but 
also  those  cold  and  moderate  people  who  do  not  have  that 
wamth  or  ooul  Jiacocsarj^  to  crcito  a  for   ^ ::  cvorcome  obota- 
clOG  and  rise  to  the  state  of  the  tlnos  and  the  crises  of 
the  circunataiice^,"  " 

The  next  fow  paragrap)io  will  onunerate  the  chan^os 
mad  *       ifferent  aoininisti*ative  departments  of  the 
MJinche  hy   Lccarpontior  before  hehad  to  devote  all  hi  a  oner- 
glee  agalnct  the  Vondc/aj;    ~    *   "irGl  period  iiio  opera- 
tions aljo  included  the  cuporintondence  of  the  levy  en  nasse, 
the  care       coact;::,  the  suppression  or    ■  '"    'obots 
ronialnlnt:  In  the  Uanchei  and  the  care  of  the  fanillos  of 
soldiery  sent  to  thvi  front. 

on  the  eighth  of  September  Lecarpontior  suspended  23 
administrators  of  the  departuent  and  replaced  thorn  by  a 
departmental  corariission  ;thioh  contained  only  six  of  the  old 


.yott^""  r*;'*  Locar]'}entler  o ■.:-». w.m'.-.  3ept. 

»    "      «     to  Comnitte-"^  found  in  Rapport  8. 
*»    "      •     seventh  Sept. 
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nombCi*L.u       mo  now  auiaiiiiatrativo  commission  was;  installod 
in  the  presanoo  of  dolerates  fTom  the  primary  asttonblios  and 
tiiO  people.     A  foto  waii  acid  at  v^hioh  certain  redoraliat 
decroea^isouQd  the  sunn<^r  boforc  by  the  dopartnont,  v^erc 
uu±<juiLL^   vjivnoci;    ma  Locarpontier  v/rci^o  to  the  Convention* 
*Tho  HanchQ  haD  racovored  froo  error, and  fodcralisis  has  sono 
to  Pitt*"'" 

Looari^entier  did  not  Interfere  vvith  the  district  admin- 
istration or  Cout-ancon,  with  the  criminal  tribunal  or  tho 
llanchOf  nor  with  tho  Committeo  of  Surveillance  or  tho 
popular  society  of  Coutancer:,  however,  chanc^^  wore  nado 

in  the  municipality  of  Coutancest  the  criminal  tribunal  of 
tho  district  of  Coutancos  and  among  tho  judges  of  tho  peace •*- 
The  district  administration  of  Uortain  was  retained t^  however, 


1 

mental  connisGion,     larot  :-  Pouvoirs  publics  do  la 

r.iH  '  "^"^  nevolutlon  p.  1C8  -  170.  ,    ^xt   of  the 

decree  see  Rapport  11.  For  mention  of  the  chanrte  to  the 

and  0  of  Sept.  '^   Letter;    \ec.  3  and  0  Sept.    />  •(  t  72 # 
"*"■  '  ipport  5.  *  3arot  13*i»  135;  Rappor"  ''   -   ^^-  '.uuuo-^  uf 
Lecarpontior  11  Sept.     '^  liames  civent  Sarot  85. 
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and  the  uiext    c-ia.ige  too'"  ^ln,co    in  the  '  "^'  ■' *       -;    - '- 

li 
district   of  Carentan.     At   Clierbonrg  t3io  diGtri'.'.t   adminisi: 

o 

t  rat  ion  was   not   modified      but   nixnerotis   suspciB  ions   took 

3 
place   in  tlie   snrroiindingx  toivns    •   Lecarpontior   and  Gamier 

working  together   at   Cherbourg   ,    suspended  tf.70  naval    engineer 

the   inspector  of  the   coasts,    nominated  a  commandant   and  an 

adjutant   of  tJio  place,    arrested  a   captain  of  t-h-   eighth 

rnr^inont   of  hussars,    and   organized   a   corimiLtce   of  sur-- 

veil  lance,    and   lastly  held  a  groat   fete  after  TThich  Lecar- 

pent  or    left   Garni  er  at    •herbourg  and  r/ent   to  Valognes. 

At  Valognes  T/liilc  Lecarpentier  v/as   rene-wing  tlic 
authorities  a  usual,    bit   of  which  the  details   arc  not   givczi, 
h  received  tlio  iiovr^   of  tlie  approach  of  the    Vvendoans.   Lecar- 
pentierSs   energies  were  directed  against   fehsicKEii^izns  them 
and  the   little   administrative  work  he  pcrformn.d  may  be    sum- 
me  up?i  in  a  single  paragraph. 

A  decree  put   at    libety  a   large  number   of  agriculturitt 
of  Cherbourg  and  Coutances;    several    suspended  officials  who 
deserved  no    lonrier    iriprisonnont  were  put  under   the   surveil- 
lance of  the   constituted  authorities;    the  manufacturers   of  t 

i[hjs  arms  -.-rrr      encouraged  J   and  the   fortifications   at   Granxx 

5' 
ville  werw  completed. 

3.  Letter   of  Lee.    30  Sept. 

1.  Sarot    115. 

4.  Rapport   9.  5.   HAp-)ort    55. 

2.  Sarot    105. 
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AlthougiL  LecarpentiGr  was    3erxt  l^Grcrid    it 

■"^;;:airist    tlio  Englisli,    liis    c-iior   occ--~  •■^:,  ion  -•:]-iilc    iiicro  z\'-i2    cer- 
tainly  t2ie   suppression  of  tlic" federalists   tl_o   aristocrats   and  the 
Lanatio3,"to  use  liis   o'rn  words,    T2ie   system  of   rovolTit ionary 
governnent    Just   decreed  made   it   necessary  to  Iiave  tlie  adminis- 
tration made  up  of  pure  patriots.    Lecarpenticr   renewed  the 

I 
authorities   at  Ilortainand  Avranches   on  his  way  to   St  .Male, 
after  his   arrival    renewed  t2io  administration  of  the  districtof 

St. Halo, the  tribunals^ and  the  TTunicipalit'.      HE   renewed  the 

authorities    in  tiio  chief  place    in  every  corTjrrane   and   in  a  short 

time  tlie   entire  district  was   regenerated.    Tlio   committee  of  sur- 

2 
veil  lance  was   also   renev/ed   in  part   rather  than  a  whole. 

After  St.Malo   followed  at    intervals   changes    in  the  admin- 

2  3  4 

i  St  rat  ion  at  St.SHRVAN,   DIIIAIJ,   and  DOL. 

7/     IVhile  Lecarpentier  was  at  St.Malo  his  successor  in  t]-c 

Manche, Bour et ,    admini st  or od  I-lg  r evo lut  i onary  govo ru'x] :t , and 

renewed  the  constituted  authorities  a  second  time,  so  that  Le- 

5 
carpentier  when  he  returned  in  T.Iessidor,  found  little  to  change. 

TiTe  will  now  take  up  another  side  of  Lecarpentier's  admin- 
istration. Besidcss  the  construction  of  coast  defences  in  the 
Manche  and  the  repair  of  the  fortifications  of  Granville,  he 
was  occupied  with  engineering  works  of  a  different  kind.  It  was 
^^Iien  lie  was  at  Dol  for  other  purposes  tliat  his  attention  was 


I.  Letter  of  Leo.  9  Dec. 
2.   Rapport  38.   3.  Rapport  88.   4.  Rapport  93. 
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56 
first  called  to  fhe   condition  of  tlio  orotGCtini'     os»ii 3)4^1^ Jib  sur- 
rounding country.  Tliese  dikes  h-ad  .....c  broken.  >-/,  u.x^.-  .      ;>'ibns 
of  tlie  sea  and  already  thousands  of  acres  of  tlie  best  lands  of 
the  Republic  T^ere  submerged  and  much,  more  vras   threatened".  The 
two  remedies  proposed  were  first  to  direct  the  course  of  the 
river  Couosnon  toward  lit.  St  .Michel  and  second  and  better  to  unite 

the  Couesnon  to  the  river  Ranee.  In  any  case  as  an  intermediate 

I 
step  the  dikes  at  Dol  had  to  be   repaired.   The  dates  in  regard 

to  Lecarpentier 's  action  in  this  matter  arc  somewhat  confused. 

ilOTS.       The  decree  of  the  Cornnittoe  of  Public  Safety  which 

eharged  Lecarpentier  with  the  engineering  works  at  Dol,  is  giv- 

2 
cruES  as  the  9th  of  Prairial,  while  Lecarpentiergives  the  date  of 

3 
this  decree  as  the  29Prairial.   He  says  he  received  this  decree 

4 
Lhe  9th  of  Hessidor  while  his  ovm.  proclamation  and  decree  in  re- 

5 
gard  to  the  repairs  is  dated  the  1st  of  Messidor.   Lecarpentier 

says  he  issued  this  decree  before  he  left  Coutances  and  after  the 

6 
siege  of  Granville,  while  Sarot  says  he  was  at  Granville  the  5th 

7 
of  Messidor  and  arrived  at  Coutances  the  8th. 

At  any  rate  soon  after  his  return  to  the  Manche  and  while/ 


1.  Rapport  102  4.  Rapport   119 
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lie  was  inaking  up  Ms    first    ToTiriiees,   Lecarpent ier   issiiGd  a  proc- 

I 
lamation  and  decree  for  the  repair  of  the  dikes.     His  measures 

I'jerc  not    carried  cat   vory  itcII  iio^^r^-^^^  oviing  to  the    indifforSnce 

2 
of  the   inhabitants   sone   of  whom  had  to  be  arrested.      On  the   II 

August    (24  Thernidor)    he  wrote  to  Conriittee  of  Public  Safety 

that  he  had   callo;   a  council   of  engineers   and   cornrnissioners  of 

c 

Lhe  two  dopari-nientsb      for  the   2Gth,      THis    is  the   last  mention  of 
4 

the  work. 

Lecarpent er  encouraged  fetos  on  every  possible  occasion 

during  his  mission.  These  fetes  were  similar  to  the  celebrations 

held  in  other  parts  of  the  country  at  this  time,  yet  their 

great  number,  and  the  scale  on  which  they  were  conducted  was 

probably  due  to  the  patronage  and  knoivn  approval  of  Lecarpentier. 

There  ware  civil  and  Twiriry-krT'x'y^  religious  ietes,  fotes  on  anni- 

versery  dats,  and  fetes  held  simply  to  sjibot  give  the  enthousiam 

of  the  people  a  chance  to  show  itself. The  first  fetes  were  deift- 

5 
monstrations  scf  against  federalism  and  exhibitions  of  patriotism. 

At  St  .Halo  a  fete  held  on  the  installation  of  the  new  adminis- 

6 
t  rat  ion.   On  the   II  February  a  fete  of  the  busts  of  Marat  ai 

1.  Rapport  139.  For  text  of  Com  of  P.S. Decree  seeRRapport  I38. 

2.  *•     IIO.      3.  Rapport  119. 

4.  For   information  on  both  the   engineering  and   legal  histort   of 

these  dikes   both  before  and  after  the  Revolution  see 
Deschamps  du  Manoir|,;Feuillcs  Detachees  p.    2?5-3I4. 

5.  Letter   of  Lee,    3th  of  Sept;    3d  Oct. 
P.    Le-^-^r   '^  ^  ^.'.eo,    'Ian,    I. 
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and  Lcpeletior.  A  great  narine   Tote  T/as  hold  at   St.  Vaast-dc- 

I 
la-Hougue.At  night  tlie   sliores  Twere   ligiited   Tor  groat   di stances • 

2 
Tliere  -was   anotlier  on  board  the   ships   at   St  .Halo      •   Probably  tke 

most    elaborate   fete  of  all  -was  held  at  Granville  on  the  5th  MSS^ 

sidor  to   conrneinorate  the   successfal   resistance  of  the   city   in  the 

3 

preceding  aut-unn.  During  Lecarpont iors  progress  through  the 

Manche  in  Messidor  11  a  fete  and  a  fournee  was  the  order  of  the 

day  in  each  place,  lecarpentier  is  reported  tohavo  said,a22Fetes 

4 
for  the  chiliren  of  the  Republic  and  death  for  its  enenies.**  The 

fetes  of  this  period  were  conducted  on  a  scale  of  great  magniflcenc 
and  Lecarpentier  hinself  took  a  prominent  part  in  alii  the  shows. 
Here  lie  displayed  those  traits  of  character  and  tliat  desire  for 
theatrical  effect  whili  justly  made  hin  a  subject  for  ridiculo.lt 
may  be  said  ho7;-ever  in  his   justification  that  the  violent  repub- 
licanism of  the  MancSo  manifested  itself  long  after  j^is  recall 

5 
in  just  such  fetcss. 

Lecarpentier 's  great  activity  throu^^'^''^^^  ■  .^.g  w.^jIc  T7:ixgitic 
administration  is  sho-ivn  by  the  great  numbers  of  public  :cccccc 
and  private  papers  bearing  his  signiture.  Kesays,**In  the  course 
of  my  mission  I  Iiavei  issued  II63  numbered  decrees,  ±!Eiaxi5  xsshe^ 
more  than  3000  without  number,  14  proclamations  and  h  cor  res)- 
pondancc  of  II601  letters  with  the  Convention,  its  committees, 

i^T^hnyj--—"'^-- " 

I.  L'ettir'-cjf/ljfc:.  Mpv.       2.  Rapport  105.    3.  Rapport  71-73* 

4.  4.  Sarot  2d?      5.  Sarot   37I-3?2. 
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tlie   differGnt    coinrnisGions,    tlic   rcprcsriitatives   of  tlio  people,    the 
generals,    tlie  constituted  autlioriticG   and  tlie  popular   societies   in 

ill    of  tiie   four  departnents   of  tlie  nanch.e,    t]ie   Ille-et-Vilaine, 

I 
the   Cotes-du-Nord,    and  tiie  Morbihan. 

I 
Owing  to   t]in   situation  of  tlio  Manclio,    lying  as    it   does  on 

the  Channel,    its   ports   exposed  to   attacks   from  the  English,Le- 
carpenter   found  the  defense  of  the  coast   and  the  care  of  the     mar- 
ine to   be  among  the  duties  -which  constantly  demanded  his   attention 
The  Committee  of  ^i^tt^  kk£iv^  Public  Safety  vrere  al^rays   fearful   of 
a  descent   on  some  of  the  coast   toiTns    especially  Cherbourg,    and 
wliiole  the  Vendcans  TJcre   in  the  Manclie  they  believed  St  .Halo  to  be 

in  danger.   Lecarpenter   constantly   reassured  the  Committee  of 

o 

Public  Safety  as  to.  the  safety  of  this  port,  and  certified  tthe 

stability  of  the  garrison.  At  Oi.e  time  he  said, ♦'Pitts  gold  can 

only  buy  thunderbolts  to  plunge  the  English  sails  into  the  waves 

3 
and  bury  the  vil^  kin.'i:  of  Uondon  under  the  sands  of  our  rivers." 


Lecar^entier  inspect cda 11  the  coast  stations  and  sent  his  report^ 

4 

to   the  committee. 

A  small  fleet  of  five  vessels  had  ventured  out  from  tlie 
port  of  Cancalle  ■^""  '  -^.fter  successfully  '"''''  g  twenty-tv/o  mer- 
chantmen from  the  English, loaded  with  sugar,    cotton,    coffee  etc. 

^'lad  safely   readied  Cherbourg  and  y  the   Isle   of  Blc'-^.l,    although 

5 
.%orn    i.hc"  7/0 re   blockaded  hf  the  English.      The   representative 
..l^|^__-l ^ — 

I.    Rappo'rtBreiimijniS^ry  ITote.  ^®^^®^/^;^  Lee.      24,31   Oct    J 

-.    Lett-^rs   of  Lcc.    21    Sept,    6   Oct.  5.   Rapport   89. 

?.      Letter   of  Lnc.    60ct. 


■jbuDiN  1  soaji  'aainds  H  V 
fiaaS'saiONAsy  M  N  sajd  mvhs  n  M 


(fH^ 


59 

Bouret    in  tiie  Manciie  ivrote  to  LecarpGii1/i<»'^  :.  .1-,  --ag,ilanc^ 

and  tiLC  maeine  agent    at  Havre-Marat  wrote  ^Iiat    seven  English  Ves- 

selG  vrerc  stationed  almost  under  tlie   cannon  of  Havre.   Exclianged 

prioners    from  En^l-"'^\'l  T-rrote   tliat   there  the  arna     -..    ...ill    continued 

"Allthij''said   lecarpont ier^^demonstratesof   itself  the    insufriciency 

I 

of  onr  f^^--'^.  =  ^'>   ^ '•  five."  Haste  rras  nov:  nade  at  .:f.  Malo  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  ships  but  the  progress  was  sIot/  owing  to  the 
lack  0 -"  rcsourcr  -  -  '  *" ^'..  .The  iiiiiabitantd  of  Granville  on 

account  of  their  gallant  conduct  were  given  preference  in  the 

2 
appointments  of  sailors-  Lecarpent ier  says^^One  of  the  most  dif- 
ficult points  of  my  administration  was  the  oare  of  the  subsis- 
tences of  the  ports  of  Cancalle,Granville>St .Ilalo^and  even  of 
Cherbourg, becauso  this  part  of  t2ae  count ry     had  to  suio-oorrt 

both  the  army  of  the  Vendee  and  tliat  of  tlie  Republic."  Mention 

3 
is  made  once  of  4000  barrels  of  cider  for  the  marine. 

The  eornmitteeof  Public  Safety  wrote  to  Lecarpentier  in  re- 
gard to  the  sqU'^dron  as  follows:"  The  vessels  in  the  bay  of  Q 
Cancalle  must  depend  on  the  plan  of  the  Republic's  na^yy.lt  is  not 
so  much  that  one  special  la  object  '   -'.tainod  as  that  the  eneney 
bo  vanquisiicd.  Itis  essential  to  destroy  local  spirit  and  tlic  de- 
sire to  have  a  squadron  in  each  port.  Vessels  arc  only  useful 

when  working  but   by  dividing  them  in  small  divisions,  they  are 

4 
condemned  to  remain  at  anchor  in  the  liarbor."   Onthe  exchange  of 

priso.....:>  thecorndttec  wrote  to  Lecarpentier  as  follows;  "As  for 
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tlLO  2ngli3]i  priGorxers  cliange  tlicr.  after  t!i6'"^mix..       -^IjP^Vf 

public  utility.  Do  SLCcfcax  not  give  to  t]io  ciicny  fore      .._...u. .. 

against  us.  Give  preference  to  the  worthless  rascal Is, to  the 

sick,an:i  if  there  are  difficulties  in  the  exchange  so  much  the 

better,  for  if  our  sailors  know  that  if  they  have  all  to  lose, 

5 
ihcy  will  fight  th-  better."   Onthe  same  day  the  conittce  wrote 

as  follows;"The  arrest  of  the  Sa  French  pari enent aire  at  Portsmouth 

necessitates  the  arrest  of  the  English  pari ement aire  at  St.Malo±E[ 

untill  the  Republic  gets  satisfaction." 

Ont  the  ^T-r rival  of  -.in  Engli::.h  pa:ket  from  Barbadries,  with 

281  prisoners  on  board,  soldiers  and  sailors,  anl  42  izihabitants 

of  Tobago::^ax  for  exchange,  ILecarpentier  put  th  soldiers  in  the  of  Tc 

arrayo  of  the  Coasts  of  Brest,  the  sailors  in  the  navy,  put  tthe 

inhabitants  of  Tobago  on  parole  but  held  the  boat  because  of  the 

6 
treatment  of  ?renc]i  packets  at  Portsmouth  andjersey.   Some  time 

after  another  packet  arrived  Mrom  Martinique  with  177   prisoners 

on  board.  IIo  special  orders  having  been  received  in  regard  to  the 

di spot  ion  of  thex:^  ihliabitants  of  the  col6nies,Lecarpentier 

7 
llo77ed  then  to  disperse  in  the  various  towns.   Other  packets 

arrived  later  but  there  is  no  mention  of  them  in  detail. 

_i 

1.  Rapport  90. 

2.  **     904. 

3.  ♦'     104. 

4.  LETTER  of  Lec.FROH  Com.  of  P.S.  II  Feb. 

5.  Same  as  4. 

6.  Letter   of  Lee.    14  liar;   Rapport   06.  ?.   Rapport   102. 
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Lecarpeiit  ier*  s  i^iilitar;/  adnihjistTti"'.  i>   cyiicflj 

around  the   repulse  of  tlio  VcndGaus   fro::!  bcLorc  ©ranvllj.o.   He.,! 

I        *^\ 

liad  a  hand  in  the  supression  of  the  Chouans  hoiV  ever.   On 

e.itcring  the  Ilanche  in  September  I?93  his  xirst  oare  after   rc- 

noT/ing  the  authorities  had  been  the  lo'/y  en  rasse.  On  the  I5of 

2 
September  he  had  sent  his  proclamation  to  the  Convention.  Just 

before  the  ^th  June  J 19  Prairial  )  he  provided  for  the  rcorgan- 
ization  of  the  national  Guard  of  the  city  of  Sit.lialo,and  the 
Ligion  of  the  district  of  St.Malo. 

1      The  several  matters  treated  in  this  cliapter  have  beon 
those  facts  T?hich  did  not  come  under  the  specific  heads  o£   other 
chapters.  Of  the  remaining  branches  of  administration  most  of 
them  are  found  in  the  fol louring  cliaptcrs.  The  next  four   con- 
tain financial  and  economic  matters  ,and  Judicial  and  sssmnmic 
religious  administration^  while  the  last  chapters  Trill  deal  with 
Lecarpenticr *s  military  operations  in  the  lianche  and  around 
Granville. 


1.  Sarot  108. 

2.  I''or  text  see  Rapport  13. 

3.  Rapport  104. 
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CHAPTER      10. 

LECaiia-ICNT  lER  •  S      JUR I SD I CT I  OlT 
OVER      01J1LR     DEPART?;IEHTS  TJHILS     AT      ST.      1L\L0. 

During  tlic   first  part   of  liis  mission,   Lecarpcnticr*  s 
poT^^ers  liad  been  o.ierciaed  almost    exclusively   in  the  department 
of  tlie  Manclic;    but    in  th.c   second  period  T/Iii  1  e  lie  rras   at    St.   Malo 
there  are   a   few  cases    in  vz-iLicii  his   decrees     were  to  hold   i:;  oth- 
er departments.    Those  decrees   are  addressed  to   from  o.ne  to    four 
departments   and   in  any  grouping  whatever.    The   following  parag- 
graphs   besides  mentioning  these   decrees  will    cite   a   fo"-:   instances 
in  which  Lecarpentier   exercised  jurisdiction  in  the  affairs   of 
the  Manche   ,   the  Cotes-du-lTord  and  the  Morbihan. 

A  requisition  for   I2000quintals  of  grain  for  the  needs   of 

the  garrison  of  St.   Halo  r/asl    levied  by  Lecarpentier  upon  the 

three  departments  of  theCalvados,    the  Cotes-du-llord  and  the 

I 
Morbihan.      The  decree  of  the  S^xHtinrx^     5th  Nivose(25  Doc.)- 

which  officially   established  thcd  decadi,   wasaddressed  to   the 

2 
Manche   and  the    Illc-ct-Vilaine,      while  the   deer  oclarcd 

....  tiie   four   depart.  ........  3   of  t'~^  ^'f-^^^-^-ie. 
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In  piuviose   II,    tiies  dir^trict    o:^  Cn,."-  --  cr.;..in 

Lemmonier   before  Leoarpontier   at    St.   Malo,    because  tliej    lid  not 

...   00    incur   the   responsibi;  i ty  o£   sending  iiin  before   tlic     SS^ 

Revolutionary  Tribunal,   Lecarpenticr   did  not  Iiositatc  to   send 

:.'-riediatelt   to  Paris.      Ont   tlie   29  Pluvioso  Lecarpentier 

.rote   fron  Dinan  to   the  eiLief  of  tlic   Civil   Bureau  of  Clierbo'irg 

in  order  to   get   tliis   official's   decree   relating  to   t]io   arrival 

5 
of  tnc  Snglisii  pari ement aire   at   Cnorbourg.      tliis    incident    in 

easily   e:cplained  'Tlien  zIiq  work   of  Lecarpentier   at    St.   HALO   is 

knoT7n.   Hov.'cver  neHwritcs    lil^o   one  liaving  authority   and  corx..  _  ..., 

tlie^'action  of  the  person  to:i  Tvhon  his   letter   is   addresed.   Lc- 

carpoiitier   continued  to   direct   the  Military   and  Revolutionary 

Commission  of  Granville  until    it  T7as    suppressed^althougli  ^e  T/as 

at   St.   Llalo  most    of  the  time.    The  members   of  the   commission  al- 

6 
.ays   regarded  him  as   their   chief  and   sent  him  all.  its  proceedings, 
!iigsHZ^Kni:±35z±s 

Le  jar^"^ent  ier±a:     T7orked  very   little   in  tlie  Morbihan,    and 

in  the  Cotes-du-lTord  he   seems   to  have   been  present    in  only  one  tiswxx] 

toY/n  Dinan.    On  the   28  Ventose  Lecarpentier  v/rote  to   the  Committee 

1.  Rapport    30.  5.    Re^/ue  Francaise  Vol.    16  Page   136/ 

2.  Rapport    1272/  6.    Sarot    -   CommiissionRr     Revolutionnaire 
2.           "           135.  ct  Militaire   a  Granville  t).    24/ 

^.    Sarot        184. 
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of  P-ablic   Saf'-^ty   to    n--    ■    ^e-nrc;:'-^:::tat ivc j    ...,.0    V:  ^    Goto::- l-i-]Jord 

and  the  Morbilian  anl  then  added, "laiile  I   a'.Yalt'^yo'ar  anG-prer  1  *, 

will    continue  to  T/ork  with  the   four   departments   of  the  Manche 

tl'ie  Cotes-dTi-Nord,   the   Illo-et-Yilaine  and  the  Morbihan,   rrheere 

I 
there   a,re  no    representatives   of  tlie  people.**     Pricur   of  the 

Marne  ^.'rrote  to  Lecarpenticr    froii  Bro   st   anl  charged  him  T/ith 

several  matters   relating  to  the  liorbihan,    believing  that  "ks. 

Lecari^'^nt icr  Iiau.   official    relations  with  that    department.    Le- 

carpentier   answered  ';.iiat   already  h<^  had  to  much  to  do  and  again 

^^•'-^'^•Ithe  Committee   of  Public   Safety   to   send  a   representative   to 

t2io  Morbi2ian>    adding  that    in  the  meantime  ho  would     try  to  mceir 
2 

all   demands. 

Further  than  these  statements  there  i  :  no  mention  of  LS-)- 
carpentier**s  operations  in  the  Morbihan.  In  fact  his  energies 
were  taxed  enough  with  his  numerous  duti'^s  at  St.  Male  and  on 
the   coast. 


1.  Rapport  9G. 

2.  Rapport  109. 
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C1L\PTER      1 1 . 
LEa\HPENTIER'S        EXTSITSI^S,      .lilD 
HIS   ?Ii:L\IJCIAL        ;diD      ICOIIOLIIC     ADIIIill  STRATI  ON. 

TliG  noney  T-jiiicli  paid  the   expenses   o£  Lecarpent  ier  *  s    long 
mission  T/as   cio'reed  by    u/ic   Convention  at    tv.^o   di  CTorent   tines. 
Lecarpcntior    received   3000   livres    bo-Core   lc;:.ving  Pario^    and  tlie 
CoEznittee   of  Public   SaToty   durinr;  tiic  montn  of  September   I?93 
gave  Iiln  5oooo    livros^   wMcli  lie   received  fron  the  paymaster  of 

Array  of  the   Coasts   of  Cherbourg   out   of  tiie   50  nil  lions  pput 

I 
at   the   di::;^03nl    of  the   Coonittee   hj  the  Convention.      Proi^  other 

sources    in  the  Tranche  he   received  ?40   livres.    The  total    qzc[>qii- 
^c     ...^..,^    ,.he   entire  rnissio^'  -'^^^/i   5B?40    livres.    The   total    ex- 
penses was    5?9?6    livres   tlnis    leaving     a  balance   on  hand   of  ?64 
livres  ■'Yj.iich  Lecarpent  i -^-^    -^-^.ts   lie    ^^— -"tted   t -^    '  ■  -    ■■-■•--•-+'<-   of 
Public   Safety.    It    is    interesting  to   note  -frhat    sorie   of  thersn   ex- 
penses were.   Probably  the   greai^cr.L    i"uei     ' ''   '■^:cnen3o  v:a5    .hr  per- 
sonal   eicpenser^.   of  Lecarpent  ier   and  liis      secretaries.   lie   says 

'\l-^:'-''  'Had   six  and   sonet  iiiies  more.   Besides    '"  '      '       reclions 
-  o,.      expensed,    cost   of  f-ecding  the  horses  requisition 

I.    Cornpte  Hetiju  ;      Letter   of  Lee.    30   Sept. 
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and   even  wagon  repairs,    an"    ^--t   of  all   benevolences.    One   curious 

'item  is  tlie   sum  of  21    livres  -vTiiicIi  was  t]ie  amount  paid  by  Bourdon 

I 
to  make  up  tlie  deficiency  at  tlie   end  of  tne   first  mission. 

Lecarpentier  does  not    seem  to  liave  liad  mucli  to   do  witli  tlie 

sale  of  Cjiurcli  lands   or  otlier  public   or  private  property.   However 

lie  did  not  hesitate  to   degpoil   the   cliurclies   of  tlieir   "superfluous 

riclies"   as  lio   called   it,    and  once  lie   remarked, "If  th.e   fetes  of 

tlie  busts   of  Marat   and  Lepeletior  liave   cost   tlie  nation  sometliing 

2 
it    is  well  paid  for  by  tlie   silver   from  t2ic   cliurclies.  ♦* 

Tlie  deputy  on  t]ie  otlier  liand  did  have  to   deal  witli  larj-t^e 

sums   of  money  77liicli  passed  ^lirougli  lii*  liands   for  various   reasons. 

Two   sums  deposited  with  him  by  Regnier  and  Moulin  he   says  he   sent 

3 
to   the  treasurer   of  the   state   lands.      On  one  occasion  a   simulta- 
neous  search  made   in  the  houses   of  the   emigres   and  ex-nobles   of 

St.    Servan  St.  Malo   ,    brought   to   li.^^ht   268  marcs  worth  of  silver 

4 
plate  and  43049   livres   of  coin.      The   commission  of  Granville 

who   always   reparde  him  as   their   superior      sent  him  an     inventory 

5 
of  all   t-io   confiscated  property  oi""  those  Y/hom  they  had   condemned. 

Lecarpentier  with  St.  AndreaKESHg     arran^^el  with  the  CoLTmittee  of 

Public  Safety   for  the  proper   indemnity  to    be  paid  to  Granville 

6 
for   the    faubourgs  which  were   destroyed  duri^^^  ^:-^-\^    ^^oi-^,      j^  sub- 

5.    Garou    ^ 


I.    CoiiDte  Renau  p.    4&5.  c      o        +    n^      •       •  n  •-.-. 

T).,     /7ii  .      7t>  TT    nn  1  5*    Sarot   Commission  a  Granville 

SJ 'Letter  of  Lec#    II   Feb.  ^      ^ 

3.  Complo>4encLu''^V   n.  fl++'   1   ^r  t««      q  r>^« 

■^ ;  ,      -^  o.   Letter  ol  Lee.    y  Dec. 

4.  Rapport   9?. 
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soription  for  trie  poor  opened  at   St.   lialo   amounto'^  '.tto   days 

to  riore  than  30000   livros    in   coin  in  otlier   articles   to    1200 

I 
marcs  more. 

Fro-n  the  precedir-  ^>'^.ptr.r  it  77ill  be  remembered  tliat  LE^ 

carpentier  had  charge  for  some  time  of  thje  civil  engineering 

v7orks  at  Dol.  The  cost  of  these  operations  was  to  be  paid  for  by 

the  commission  of  public  works  otit  of  the  25  millions  put  at  its 

2 
disposal  by  the  decree  of  16  Primaire  II. 

The  last ' remark  to  be  made  about  Lecarpentier ' s  financial 

administration  is  rather  import  ant.  He  says  at  the  end  of  the 

Compte  Rendu  that  he  has  neither  imposed  nor  recsivod  any  revo  - 

lutionary  tax  during  his  mission. 

In  regard  to  economic  matters  the  great  problem  in  the 
Tf,.  -^1-,^  durin;;  both  the  first  and  second  missions  of  Lecarpentier 
wastkK  the  grain  question.  Smuggling  v/as  constantly  going  ke± 
on  and  the  .nearness  of  Jersey  and  the  ease  -with  TThich  the  fiadiing 
boats  carried  off  the  grain  which  was  needed  for  the  armies 
caused  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  Grain  speculators  and  monopolists 
had  constantly  to  be  fought. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  Manchc  in  September  1793  LEG) 
■-^ rp ent  i -^ r  i":5UGcI  v.   proclamation  to  the  country  people  of  the 

is  proclamation  was  a  general  appeal  to  the  people  of 


*  ( 
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I.    Rapr)ort   93.  2.    Rapport    139. 
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to   respond  proinptly  anl   q-aickly  to  the  call    for  grain  for  tlie 

aripy.    Lecar'^^'^tiGr  did  not     however  neglect    to    cite  all   the 

I 
grain  laws  with  the  penalties    for  disobedience. 

Lecarpentier^s   decree  of  the   14  September  appointed  tthe 

exact  maimer   in  which  grain  should  be  bought   and  sold   for  thlie 

uso  01   tlie   array,    istfeks:  In  this   decree  the   fishers  were   forbidden 

to    leave  the  ports  and  those  who  were  thus  deprived  of  their 

2 
mean:5   of  support  were  to   be   reimbursed  by  the  Republic. 

2 
Ssx  T^he  preseiicG   of  two   armies    in  the  Manche,    and  the    Ille- 

et-Yilaine,    the   invading  Vendeans  and  the     defenders   of  the  Re- 
public,   almost    exhausted  the   resources   of  these  two   depart-— +g 
for  the  time  being.  After  the  retreat   of  the  Vendeans  there  was 
great   distress   among  the  poorer   classes.   Lecarpentier  viroto  to 
the  committee  the  9th  of  December,  ""If  no  help   comes   soon  the 
army   in  the  Manche  will    starve."   Bouret  wrote  the   13  January, 
"The  people   lac]^   every  thing."  Af  Granville  where  the     faubourgs 
had  been  destroted  ^     in  the  defense  of  the  town?   the  needs   of 
the  people   could  hardly  be   supplied,    an'^   tiiE  Lecarpentier   com- 
plained to  the  Committee  of  Puolic   Safety  of  the  slo-\vness  with 
which  the   indemn.ity  was  being  paid. 

In  order  to   raise  Js&E  supplies   for  the  garrison  of  St. 
MaloL   Lcoarpeiitior  ]iai  to  ^-^^^^   a   levy  of   12000   quintals   of  s-^raiii 

on!i3j!€  ,thro:^- •  vlcp.arijaentiS.  of  ifeE  MsDsshE,    the   Calvados,   the  Cotes- 

Li^i^Lw. 1 ^ 

I.  :i'or  text  of  proc.  see  Rapport  16-19.    2.  Rapport  19-21. 
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I 

du-lTord  and  tlie  Morbilian.        Tliese  departments  Tvere   selected 

probaly  because  tiiey  2iad  not   been  tlie   scene  of  tlie  marcli  of  t'tlie 

Vendeans.  At   St.   Malo  Lecarpentier  to   raise   supplies   for  tlie 

marine   and  lie   says  tiiis  Tias  one  of  tlie  most   difficult  problems 

2 
of  liis   administration. 

After  tne   return  to  tlie  Manclio   in  Messidor  tliere   is  x 

scarcely  any  otlier  mention  of  economic  matters^    -ind  Lecarpenticr's 

activity  was   directed   in  otiLcr   directions. 


I.    iOP^'"*^^    30.  2.    RAPPORT  91. 
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CHAPTER      12. 
JUDI    CIAL     ADHIHISTRATI02J. 

Tlie   record  of  Lecarpcntier *s   judicial   adninistrat ion  be- 
gins witii  iiis   arrival    in  tlie  Manclie  and  was  only  terminated  vrlien 
tlie  9tii  TlLermidor   suddenly   surprised  liim  in  tiie  midst   of  liis 
great   activity  as  lie  was   sending  fournee  after   fournce  to  Paris. 
Immediately  after  tlio   I7tli  September  tlie  prisons  were  filled 
witli  suspects^  wlien  Leoarpentier   in  his   republican  entimmiam  under- 
took to  make  tlie  administration  of  tlie  Manclie  wholly  patriotic 
and  Jacobin.    Immediately  aft  or  the   sier^e  of  Granville  new  occupants 
filled  the  prisons.    This  tine  it   the  Vendeans   and  their   accomplices 
Not   only  the  Manche  but    St.  Malo  had   its    share  of  them.    It  was  AT 
St.   lialo  that  Leoarpentier  waged  openw  war  on  religious  persons 
ani   in  his    endeavors  to stamp  out    fanaticism  sent  hundreds  more  to 
the  prisons.   "When  the  accelerajred  terror   at  Paris  wasb      echoed 
in  the  provinces     near  the   9th  of  thennidor,   Leoarpentier    liter- 
ally overcro77ded  the  ordinary  prisons   ani  had  to  take  hStels  and 
dwellinf  temporary  places  of  confinement. 

It  xrill    bn   convenient   to   sum  up  here  at   the   begimiing  the 


?1 

principal  Tacts  of  Lecarpentier  ♦  s  Judioinl  '^.'l^iiu  strati  on  and 
afterward  to  deal  witli  eac?^.  more  in  detail.  Lecarpentier  confer- 
red revolutionary?-  powers  on  tlie  ordinary  tribiinal  of  tlieManclie 
for  special  purposes.  After  t}ie  siege  of  Granville  lie  created  the 
Military  and  Revolutionary  Cominission  of  Granville  to  Judge 
stragglinpf  and  woTindel  Yendcans  and  also  tlieir  accomplices  among 
the  people  of  the  Manche,  Eventually  he  increased  the  powers  of  tl: 
coT'imission  rriving  it  the  right  to  judge  all  ant i -revolutionary 
offenses.  He  renewed  the  military  commission  of  St.  Mal&  and  sent 
a  fournoe  to  Paris.  His  most  notorious  fournees  however  were  sent 
after  his  return  to  the  Manche  in  Ties  si  dor.  The;Jr  followed  once 
after  another  from  all  ^larts  the  chief  to^ms  of  the  Manche  ^ 
and  large  numbers  of  people   sent  nv   to  Paris  were  only  saved  ^ 
from  death  by  the  timely  arrival  of  the  9th  of  therriidor.     xx 
To  go  back  to  the  beginning  we  will  ntart  with  the  tri]a- 
bunal  of  olie  Manche.  This  tribunal  although  it  dealt  icxts  sasHSx- 
the  death  sentanoe  for  such  crimes  as  shouting  J"  L   zcazx   xxxxx 
"  Long  live  the  king,"  or  for  hiding  grain,  yet  in  general   it 

merited  nraise  for  its  moderation  and  independance  under  s^^ 

I 
^roconsul  as  Lecarpentier  .   From  Uo.-^  1702   to  July  1793   it  had 

2 
only  30  cases  of  the  death  sentance  yn  record. 

After  the  30  of  June  1793(12  Messidor)  Lecarpentier  con- 
ferred on  this  tribunal,  the  right  to  judge  the  Chouans,  and 
ordered  it  to  move  to  the  town  of  Avranches,  the  principal  center 
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Ox   tlie   disoder.        On  tlie   23   Jul7(5th  T:iermi';Lor )    th.o  day   on  vu-icJi  kes 

LecarDentier  nade  up  iiis  proscription  li.it    :?or  ^Ile   fournee  of 

Avranclies,    tdiis  tribunal    fitting   in  t]ie  presence  of  Lecarpent  ier ' 

judged  a  band  of  Cliouans . Tlie     next   day     se.ven     of  tlien  itqvo   ex- 

4 
ecuted     on  a  scaffold  prepared  before  tJie  trial. 

The  next   day  ,    tlie     24  of  July  Lecarpent  ier  i3j[±x  tz±feHHa:± 

t:a  ^s±gE:ckx3J:  i[kH  empowered  tliis   tribunal   to   try   certain  deserters 

7/110  ^■\^:^    recently     been  imprisoned   in  Avranclies,    and  ov    '-''^   ''5tli 

5 
eigjit   of  tliem  were  executed  on  the   sane   scaffold. 

The  military  tribunal   of  Cherbourg;:  only  pronounced  one 

sentance  of  death.    On  the     II   JuI^t-   (231!I  Mess i dor)    , authorised  by 

a  decree  of  Lecarpent  ier  of  the   same   day,      it    condemned  to   death 

J.   P..    i^icolas  Lerouic   for   the   ant i -revolutionary   crime   of  being 

an  ex-capuchin  friar.   He  vras    ohot,    there  bein^^  no   guilletino  at 
6 

Cherbourg. 

The  Military  and  Revolutionary  Commission  of  Granvillewas 
created  the  19  Novonbor(29  Brumal  re).   itsn  purpose  was  to  try  th, 
the  Vendeans  who  had  been  captured  while  attacking  the  city  or 
who  had  been  left  behind  after  the  retreat.  Its  po^-ors  wore  sub- 


1.  Vfallon:  Les.  Rep.  fin  Mission/ Yol.  I  p.  397. 

2.  Berriat-St.  Prix:  La  Justice  Rev.  p.  214. 

3.  Sarot  208. 

4.  Sarot  340-342. 

5.  Sarot  242. 

6.  Berriat  St.  Prix;  La  Justice  Revo lutionnai re  p  215. 
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sequent I7  extended,  but  tlie  nost  usual  crime  for   whicli  persons 

were  brou,i7lit  was  ooriplicity  of  soiae  sort  or  otlier  with,  tlie  Ven- 

deans.  Tlie  oommission  was  suppressed  by  tlie  law  of  tlie  19  Plor- 

eal  11(8  May  I?94) .  Sliis  was  tlie  only  coTnmission  of   its  kind 

I 
established  in  the  Manche  during  the  terror. 

Three  days  after  the  raising-  of  the  siege,  Lecarpentier, 

then  within  the  walls  of  Granville  decreed  the  creation  of  this 

tribunal,  and  the  first  Judges  six  in  number  were  chosen  from 

2 
among  the  officers  of  the  garrison.   The  tribunal  Judged  two 

classes  of  persons,  first  the  Vendeans  taken  with  arms  in  their  ha: 

hands  and  secondly  deserters  from  the  Republican  army.  A  decree 

of  the  Convention  of  the  date  19  March 'I?93,  gave  authority  to 

try  the  first  class.  This  decree  declaired  that  all  rebels  taken 

with  arms  in  their  hands,  might  be  triod  by  a  commission  com,- 

posed  of  soldiers  against  whom,  they  had  lately  fought.  The  second 

decree  of  the  date  II  S'^pt ember  gave  power  to  such  a  m.ilitary 

t-yj-'MMMHiir  coriimission,  pending  the  installation  of  tiho  military 

tribunal  created  by  the  law  of  the  12  May  preceding,  to  try  all 

3, 
tratiors  and  deserters  and  in  general  all  military  delinquents. 

The  personnel  of  this  tribunal  was  changed  the  20  November (30 


1.  Sarot;  Conniission  Hili  baire  et  Revolutionnaire  a  Granville  p.  2. 

2.  ibid  Page  13. 

3.  ibid    "   14. 
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Brtimairo),    22Hovember(8  Frimaire),      and  tlie  2$  November (4  Fririaire) 
Tliis    last    Gonrposition  was  maintained  for   several   days. 

T;h.e   conmission  feeling  some   scruples   about   tlie   extent   of 
its   jnrisdictioiiiLESX     hesitated  to  try  cases  wliioli  did  not    ccome 
under  tiic  two    laTrs  under  Y7]iic]i  it  liad  been  establislied,    and  tlie 
absece  of  Lecarpcntier  ?iade   it   noccessary  to   discontue  t'^p   sit- 
tings until  liis   return.    By  a  decree  of  tlie  2&  i^     23  of  Prinaire 

(13  December),   Leoarpentier   extended  tlie  powers   of  the  corjnision 

giving   it  unlimited  jurisdiction  in  all    cases   co^onected  witli  tlie 

I 
Vendeans.        Tlie  tribunals   jurisdiction  was   increased   farther  by 

a  decree  of  Lecarpcntier   issued  the  2  Pebruary(I4  Pluviose)  from 

St.   Ilalo ,  which  p-ave   it  power  to  try  all    crimes   centre   revolu- 

2 
tionary.        From  this  time   on  the  commission  was   similar   in  all 

respects   to   revoluiiionary   commissions   establisJ^-^''!    ^^'^t"  otn'^r    Te"ntities 

on  mission.    It  ursurped  the  power  of  the  ordinary  tribunals  of 

the  "'fanche,    and  the  only   crimes  not  under   its   jurisdiction  were 

military  offences  which  were  tried  by  the  Military  Tribunal   of 

3 

the  army  of  Cherbourg. 

t 

t>p 

The   commission  continued  to   actu     until    it    received   the 

news  of  the  law  of  the  19  Ploreal(8  May).      On  the  23,(12  May)    It 

ceased   its   functions. 

After  the  date  of  Lecarpcntier *s  decree   of  the   23  Frimaire 

(13  December)    the   coirposition  of  the   commission     was  often  changed 


75   5 
and  witli  t}ie  iiicrease  in  its  jurisdiction^  tlie  nunber  of  judges 
was  increased.  Prom  tlie  6t]i  April  (17  Gerninal)  to  the  tine  OP 
its  dissolution  tlie  personnel  o£   tlie  judges  remained  unclianged. 

All  the  proceedings  of  tiie  commission  ^.?ero  sent  to  tlie 
ministers  of  T/-ar  and  of  justice,  as  well  asto  Lecarpentier  vrho 
folloivcd  the  course  of  its  operations  from  S^. .  Halo, 
b      The  gre  at est  aid  was  rendered  to  the  commission  b^  the 
activity  of  the  officers  of  the  district  of  Mortain,  Coutances  and 
Avranches.  These  officials  received  the  cases  from  the  commit- 
tees of  surveillance,  and  the  officers  of  the  manicipalities, 

5 
and  sent  them  in  turn  before  the  bar  of  the  commission.   The  ex- 
ecutions up  to  the  21  December (I  Nivose)  were  by  fussilade  but 

6 
afterward  the  guillotine  was  used. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  before  the  commission  durir 
whole  existance  seems  to  have  been  142.  Of  this  number,   S?  per- 
sons and  an  effigy  of  Louis  Capet  were  condemned  to  death,  19  to 
other  punishments,  72  were  E^^rgESt  acquittri.  in  the  case  of 
five  the  tribunal  declared  itself  incompetent.  In  six  cases 
Sarot  coul  1  not  find  irkig  any  information  anl  two  c:^ho3  were  not 


1.  Com.  Rev.  et  Mil.  a  Gran.  p.  MSb:  17. 

2.  ibid  p.  27. 

3.  ibid  p.   p.  28. 

4.  ibid  p.  24,  31. 

5.  ibid  p.  37-40. 

6.  ibid  p.. 22. 

For  text  of  decree  of  reference  2,  see   ibid  r>.  152. 
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conclu.led  irlien  it  ceasod  to  act, 

Sarot  says  tlie  folloT/ing  \vords  as  to  tJie  work  of  tliis 
oriDiinal.  "It  is  i?np0  33ible  tofind  anytlii ng  except  a  rigorous  jus- 
tice in  the  work  oi'  tliis  commission.  THey  never  conducto'-"^.  a  trial 
in  an  arbitrary  manner,  and  before  judging  tiio;Jr  noTer  neglected 
anything  in  order  to  discover  the  whole  truth,  that  in  the  real- 
ity of  the  accusation.  It  is   impossible  to  tax  the  members  with 

systematic  cruelty  or  inhumanity.  You  can  only  say  they  worked 

I 
under  jacobinism  exalted  to  the  last  parai^sm? 

On  Heoarpentier  *  s  arrival  at  St.  T,ialo  2ie  found  there  al- 
ready a  Military  Commission  which  had  been  created  the  27   of 
Brumaire(I?  November)  by  Priour  of  tho  'lariin.  Bur  hot  to  -"in'!  tur- 
reau  and  reconstituted  tlie  10  Primal re( 30  November)  by  Trehouacd. 
The  ^th  ITivosc  (29  December)  Lecarpentior  incrc^  ■^'■''  tl^.*^  ^^T.r^,v.g 
of  this  cor:imd3sion  and  reconstituted  itn  anew.  Prom  the  12  Pri- 

maire  (2d  December  )  to  the  12  Ploreal(I  lia^r)  it "  condemned  to 

2 
death  not  less  than  88  persons.   Up  to  aboui:  tlie  1st  of  Germinal 

(21  March)  the  condemned  were  shot  but  after  that  a  guillotine 

3 
was  used.   The  three  classes  brought  before  the  coT?Tmir,sionwero 

degignated  by  Lecarpentier  as  federalists,  aristocrats  and  fa- 
natics. LecariDentier  is  said  to  have  hastened  tlm  action  of  the 


1.  Com.   rUlt.    ct   Rev.    a  Gran.      p.    41-43. 

2.  Berriat   St.   Prix  p.    216. 

3.  liallon;    Les  Rep.    en  Mission  p.    399  note.   Vol.    1/ 
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trilaiTuil   by   sligliting  tlir   forms   of  jTidicial  procedure.    ""T71ic?,t 

io   tiie  use   o  '  all   this   delay,    tliis    otern^.l    n-aestionin.<7?   T2ie         ..^: 

name   ,    tlxc  profession,   the   crime  are   enour^h, "  he   said. 

Two    CTirioTio   cases  T/hicii  oBxnr:    before  this   connission  deserve 
to  be  noted.    On  29  Nivose(I8  January)   thecommissiondelivercd  the 
folloTJ-ing      jud;^fement:    "The  Coimnissiori  is    certain  that   2c  persons 
(names   given)   T/ho  have  just   died  in  the  prisons   of  St.   Malo, 
TTore  a  part   of  the  rebel   army  of  the  Vendee.    In  consequence     they 
deserved  the  death  penalty  and  T/ould  have  been  condemned     to   be 

executed  if  they  were  not    already  dead/  Their   goods   are  declared 

2 
confiscated  to   the  Republic.        In  the  second  case   several    chil- 
dren aged  from  5  to   9  -rears  were  brought  up   for  trial.    They  -were 
acciuitted  however   as   t2ie  g^am « b «1rxgs     Co^-^riission  very   gravely  de- 

o 

cided  that  they  had  not  belonged  to  the  rebel  army. 

On  the   9tK  Ifrairial  Lecarpentier  deer'--  ■  ^  fournee  o  of 

4 
29  '  persons  "^rom  St.  Malo.   These  persons  were  imprisoned  the  30 

Pfairial(I8  June)  in  the  Conciergerie^  accused  the  following  day 

P  4 

by  Touquier   and  the  2d  Messidor(20  Jujie)   were   sent  to  the   Scaffold. 

1.  Berriat   St.   Prix  p.    217,   who   cites  Dualt:   Precis   du  prooonsu- 

lat    exerce  par     ILecarpenticr  a  Port  ^alo  p.    18. 

2.  ibid     p.  218. 

3.  ibid     p.  219. 

4.  See  decree  Rapport  137;  Letter  to  public  accuser  9  Prairial 

p.  137;  Tetter  to  Com.  P.S.  II  Prairial  p.  137;  ILetterto 
l^resi.lent  of  Conv.  II  Prai.  p.  138. 

5.  Berriat  St.  Prix; La  Ju.stice  Rev.  p.  220. 
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A  second  fournce  was  sent  by  Lecarpeiit ier  ^ro?^.  St.  Malo 

at  tlio  very  end  of   tlie  Reign  o:.  Terror.  On  the  Qtli  Tiiernidor 

(2?  July)   lie  wrote  to  Pouquier,  "Tlic  enclo.scd  decree  annoTinces 

tiJie:.   sending  of  55  persons  before  tlie  Revoliitionary  Tribunal." 

I 
All  tliese  however  were  put  at  liberty  a  little  later. 

Lecarpentier  now  left  St.  Malo  and  entered  the  Manche, , 

going  to  Coutancos  b;/  way  of  Granville.  His  fournees  from  the  w±±l 

Manche  will  now  be  examined  in  some  detail. 

Lecarpentier  returned  to  the  Manche  in  Messidor  II,  in 
order  to  superintend  the  engineering  works  at  Dol,  but  his  other 
operati03is  during  this  period  are  far  more  important.  He  passed 
in  a  few  weeks  through  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Manche.  From 
ever:/  iirportant  place  a  fournee  was  sent  to  B  Paris  and  a  fete 
was  celebrated.  These  celebrations  eidiibited  the  highest  t3rpe  of 
republican  hysteria  as  well  as  a  peculiar  circus  loving  tendency 
in  the  character  of  Lecarpentier. 

After  his  arrival  at  Coutances  Lecarpentier *s  attention  was 
draT,*7n  tothe  toTm  of  Gonfreville,  where  religious  disturbancees 
had  taken  the  form  of  nightly  processions  in  the  woods,  and  had 
involved  some  of  the  public  officcr^^  '->  ■"  -*  ^ -^  '^'•^ce.  Oi.  ^^.v..  14 
Messidor (2  July)   Lecarpentier  issued  a  decree  which  sent  14  of 
the  persons  already  iiiprisoned  by  the  district  officials,  be- 
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foro  tlie  Revolutionary  Tribiinal  of  Paris,  Blio^  remained  in  pris- 

I 
on  in  Paris  imtil  after  the  9t]i  Tliermidor.  On  the  sane  day  Lec- 

arpentier  issued  a  second  decree  which  ordered  the  arrest  of  the 

of  the  regaining  incmbers  of  the  Cornmittee  of  Surveillance.  These 

men  remained  in  prison  until  after  the  24  August  (?  Fructidor) 

when  they  were  released  because  no  char.HC  could  bo  found  against 

2 
them. 

On  the  ±HttflTyt7Tg  ^ay  I8th  Messidor(6  July)  Lecarpentiei' 

decreed  the  fournee  from  Coutances.  This  fournee  was  composed  of 

24  persons.  Lecarpentier  says,  "Theywere  ex-nobles  "or  the  most 

3 
part  and  all  conspiro-tors  against  the  Republic."   The  popular 

society  of  Coutances  was  eager  to  have  the  fournee  sent.  They  in- 
vited Lecarpentier  to  pursue  the  federalists  without  nercy  and 

4 
certain  persons  whom  they  nam.ed.   The  soceity  denied  afterwards 

5 
having  had  anythin,;7  to  do  with  this  fournee.   The  victir.iaw  were 

placed  in  two  vehicles  with  an  escort  of  24  of  the  National 
Guard  of  CouJrance"sr.  The  s\:u7i  of  24  livrcs  was  -—--:-.  -pov   the  ex- 
penses of  each  person,  and  1000  francs  for  extra  expenses.  The 
two  loads   set  off  for  Paris.  (By  noting  tlie  progress  of  this 
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fournee  and  t]ie  tine  taken  to   reach  PariG  wo  are   able  to    sec  \7hY 
so  mazij  o£  Lecarpentier  *  s   fournoes   failed  to   reac^^Ji  Paris  before 
tlie  9tli  Tliermidor.)      Tliey  arrived  at   Bajrcux  tlic  20  Messidor 
(8  July),    Caen  21    (9  July)-,   Lisieuiv  23(    II   July),   Bernay  23(12 
July),   Evereux  26(14  July),  Mantes   28(16  July)-,    and  Paris  tlie 
30  Messidor (18  July),. 

Lecarpentier  liad  addressed  tlie   fournoe  to  Fouquier  T7lio 
broug]:it  tliem  up   for  trial    ir_xiediately  as   a  personal    favor  to  liis 
friend  Lecarpentier.    Tliis  preference  iras   fatal,    for    if  tliey 
Ixad  waited  tiaeir  turn     tliey  TTOuld  liave  escaped  owing  to  tlie  time- 
ly  arrival    of  tlie  9tli  Tliermidor,    since  the  prisons   of  Paris  -"'^ro 

I 
tlien  filled  witli  more  than  8000   accused.  Tlie  act   of  accusa- 

tion was   dra^i'Tnup   by  Pouquier  himself  two   days   after  their   arri- 
val.   The  trial   took  place  the   3d  of  thermidor(    21   July)    and  £| 

2 
19  ofthe     24     were  executed  the   same  day.        TIfhen  Lecarpent icr9 

learned  the  acquittaln  of  these  persons  he  ordered  the  district 

3 
authorities  to   rearrest   them. 

The  north  of  the  department  next   felt  the  weight   of  the 
procounsml*s  presence.   Lecarpipntier,   having  attended  a  grand 
fete  at  Valognes,    and    at   Cherbourgt   took  care  to   collect      infor- 
mation    about   the   suspects   of  each  place.    On  returning  to  Val^ 
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ognes  lie  issued  a  decree  Trliicli  sent  a  ro-ariicc  o  "  '^  "rori  Claorbourg 

I 
(who  were  saved  by  the  Qth  Tliernidor) ,   and  a  second  decree 

2 
which  arrested  10  more  residents  of  the  district  ox   ChcrboTirg, 
The  ^anie  day,  the  27   McG5idor(I5  July)  another  decree  sent  ±^ 

3 
19  persons   Troin  Valognes  before  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal. 

The-  -~  '  ■  the  case  of  Cherbourg  a  second  decree  ordered  the 

4 
arrest  of  others  as  simple  suspects.   This  fournee  did  not  arrive 

at  ^arifj  until  the  10  The rmi dor. 

Dannftville  de  Chi ff revest  of  Valognes  is  said  by  Michaud 
in  the  Biographic  Universellc,  article, "Lecarpentier",  to  have 
been  sent  to  Paris  with  this  last  fournee.  He  was  executed, kSKx 
inn?v  because  on  account  of  his  advanced  age,  he  was  given  tkExx 
the  preference  of  a  swifter  vehicle  b^r  the  others,  and  so  arriv- 
ed before  the  9th  Thermidor.  This  statement  is  wrong.  Danneville 
de  Chiffrevast  was  arrested  by  an  emmissary  of  t]ie  CoiTTmittcc  of 
General  Security  while  Lecarpentier  was  at  St.  Halo.  Sent  to 
Paris  he  was  arrested  among  others  forn  a  conspiracy  in  fefeEdoiX^ 
the  Luxembourg  pi!is6n,  tried  the  19  Messidor(7  July)  and    xxxx 

executed  the  same  day.  Lecarpentier  *  s  decree  which  made  up  the 

5 
fournee  of  Valognes  is  dated  the  2?  Messidor(I5  July). 
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Lecarpentior  noir  proceeded  to   Cr-^roritan  T;liere  on  tlie   29 

Mes3idor(I?  July  lie   conposed  a  fonrnee  of  33  persons,    from  ationp; 

I 
tliose  already   imprisoned.     All  were   saved  by  tlie  9tli  Tliermidor. 

Lecarpentier  now  intended  to  go  to   St.   Lo  but  -more  presnsing     • 

needs   called  liim  to  Avranclies  and  besides   St.    Lo  was   a  center  of 

2 
patriotism  as    itn   republican  name  i  "Rook  of  Liberty   "    indicates. 

At  Avranclios  tliecase  was   different.    Since  tlie  suppression 

ofritlie   Cornrj.ission  of  Granville,      and  tlie    increasing  outbreak  s  of 

the  Chouans,   tl\e  prisons  were   literally  overflovring  witb.  persons 

cliarged  witli  every  crime.   Lecarpentier  arrived  and  on  tiie  5tli 

3 
Tliermidor(23J  July)    sent    32  persons  up  to  Paris.     All  however  were 

4 
released  on  tlie  24  Vendemairc   111(15  October   1794)    .      The   5th  of 

THermidor(23  July)   Lecarpentier  wrote  to  the  Conrnittee  of  Pub- 
lic Safety  as   follows.    "I    send  you   n   resume  of  my  operations 
during  Messidor.    ISI  persons  have  been  sent   to  Paris,   ^   from 

Cherbourg,    19   from  Valognes,    15   from  Carentan,    (gonfre^ille) 

5 
33   from  Carentan,    20  from  Coutances   and  §2   f  rom  Avranches. " 

The         The  next   and  last   fournee  was   from  St.  Halo/    Lecarpen- 
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tier  says,  "I  amrivcci  final Ij^  at  tlie  end  of  r^   revQolutionary 
mcas-ares,  in  making  up  this  fournee.lt  contained  besides  suspen- 
ded officials  other  individuals  more  or  less  accmced  but  all 

I 
wortliy  of  being  tried,"  Lecarpentier 's  project  for  another 

f  ournee  from  St.  Halo  as  T/ell  as  one  from  llortain  were  prevent- 
ed by  Ms  recall  on  the  19  ofn  Thermidor(  7   July.) 

Tiventy  young  men  of  St.  Malo  were  arrested  by  two   cor^Tiis- 
sionors  of  the  Committee  of  General  Security,  and  sent  to  Paris. 
Their  families  and  the  authorities  oS  the  place  appealed  to  Lec- 
airpentier  to  use  his  influence  with  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  to  have  them  Released.  They  said  they  jiad  been  seduced  by 
the  federalists.  Lecarpentier  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Cof'imittee 
of  General  Security  which  while  it   did  not  plead  for  them  ,yet 
sharply  distinguished  their  crime   from  that  of  the  ordinary 
anti  revolutionist.  ITothing  is  known  of  the  result  of  this  let- 
ter but  it  serves  to  show  that  Lecarpentier  in  this  case  was 

2 
willing  to  make  a  reasonable  effort  to  save  these  men. 

Lecarpentier  in  his  report  written  at  the end  of  Pructi- 
dor  II  (September  I?94),  says  little  about  these  fournees  yet   fron 
what  he  does  say  it  is  easy  to  see  that  he  thought  they  were 
the  proper  thing.  Ixi  one  place  however  he   seems  called  on  to 
defend  himselcf.  He  says  ,"Such  means  may  appear  violent  to 
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those  iTlio   do  not   knoiv     tlie  notiTes.   As   Tor  ne   it    is   eiioii;p.  to   re- 
^Pw?gR     refer  to  tlio   rormer   state  of  St.  Llalo    ,    and  to  tiie   condi- 
tion to  Wiiic>L  t>.^    i-'^^'olut  ionary  [;p\  •  i^ii.eiit   arrSved   in   its    last 
days.    I  wasa  representative     of  tlie     people   far   from  the   center 
of  government      for  over  a  year.    I  liad  onl3'-  official    relations 
witiL  tiLem  and  was  not   able  to   judge  tlie  state  of  things   other 
than  by  the   result   of  decrees.    I  had  no   suspicion  of  the  horri- 
ble abuse  that  the  National   Convention  has   since  recognised  and 

I 
abolished  together  with  their  execrable  authors. 

The   long   list   of   fournees   sent   to  Paris  by  Lecarpentier 
ooems  to  take  away  sone  of  the   luster  gaine.l  by  hin  in  the 
brilliant   dcfensn  of  Granville,    let   a   littlecareful    attentioiooE 
wills    show  both  to  bo   effects  of  the   sajne   causes.      Lccarpen-Hxx 
tier   first   and   foremost  worked   for  t:ie  party   of  tjie  fountain 
which  meant   Prance  to  him  arid  was  his  master.    In  one   case  2ie  de- 
fended the   republic   against   a   rebel    army,    in  the  otlier   against 
its   fanatifc     and   federalist    enemies.   He   believed  the   latter 
to  be  as  dangerous  as  the   former.   Yet  the  greater  part   of  of  the 
people   sent  up  to  Paris  were   innocent   of  the   charges  brought 
against  them.    "In  the  case  of  the  fournee  of  of  Coutances,   the 
thecharges   for  which  som.e  were   cindemned  to   death  wore  not    even 
the   charges   for  which  they  had  been  sent  up  to  Paris,    but      charg- 
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I 

es    invent e'l    b^  Pouquier   and   in  tliis   caso   absurd,"        Oivin;^"  iiH 

]iO"wever  to  tlie  tine  of  sending  tliese   fournees  most   of  tlie  vic- 
tims   escaped  deatii  -v    '  Trere   set   at    liberty. 
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CHAPTER      13. 
LSCAKPENTIER'S      TREAS-iElIi'   0?     PRIESTS 
AlTD  HIS  MHIASURES         IN      REGARD      TO      HELIGIOH. 

Lecarpent ier   regarded  all  priests  wlietlier  constitutional 

or  not    as    enemies   of  tlie  Revolution  and  pnrsned  tliem  for  tliiG 

reason  at   all   iiXEiEX     periods   of  l\is  nission,   Vfriting  from  St/ 

Male  lie  said:"  All   kinds  of  of  prie^^ts  are  tlie   same  wliatever 

their   denomination^    ai-id  tJie   fornier   constitional  priests    love  tlie 

I 
Republic  only  for  tliensolves.  ♦•        Lecarpentior   called  t\o  Cat]:- 

olic   religion  fanaticisin  and  it  was  liis   endeavor  to   stamp  out 

tliis    fanaticism  aloiag  witlif  federalisn  and  aristocracy. 

More  t]ian  300  priests  "were   imprisoned  hj  Lecarpent  ier 
o 

in  Mt.    St.   Micliel,      On  tlie     arrival   of  tlie  Vendeans   at  Dol    , 

Lecarpent  ier      found   it    impossible  to    send  these  priests  to   St/ 

3 
Male   ashe  had   intended     and  he   issued  a  decree  on  the  9th  of 

4 
November  which  ordered  tliem  to   be   sent  to  Granville.      The  Ven- 
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deans  hoiTover   liberatocl  ^.ost   o.C  tliem  before  tliese  measuros   could 

I 
be   carried   out. 

Leoarpent  ier*  s  religious  rtoasurec  at  St.  :.Ial  o  during  tlie 
secoPxd  period  of  Ms  nission  are  the  nost  iniportant  and  tliere- 
fore  Tvill  be  treated  last. 

During  tiie  tiiird  period  els!  nowever  religious  disturbances 
lielped  furnisli  t]ie  :rnaterial  for  tlie  fournfiLSs^  ±k   and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  devote  a  little  tine  to  tliese  outbreaks.  In  tne  the 
districts  of  Mo r tain  and  Carentan  tlic  fields  and  woods  were  oft- 
en the  scene  of  nightly  religious  processions  and  meetings  pre- 
sided over  by  Catholic  priests  some  of  whom  had  returned  from 
Jersey  for  this  purpose.  At  Gonfreville  in  the  district  of  Car- 
entan oii  the  night  of  the  21  m±   and  22  of  Prairial  (9-10  June)- 
a  great  meeting  had  take:.!  place  under  the  eyes   and  with  the 

knowelodge  of  the  Coi^Tmittee  of  Surveillance  and  had  caused  a 

2 
great  sensation  among  the  advanced  republicans  of.  the  country. 

Then  Lecarpentier  made  up  his  fournees  from  Gonfreville  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  of  Surveillance  as  well  as  the  greffior  of 
the  municipality  of  Gonfreville  were  included  among  others  .  In 
fact  in  all  the  fournees  of  this  period  were  found  these  relig- 
ious agitators  .  Those  who  were  guilty  in  the  district  of  Mor- 
tain  were  only  saved  because  t:ie  9th  Thermidor  arrived  before 
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I 
enouglQ.  evi'lGiivoe  could  be  collected  to  send  tliein  up  to  Paris. 

At  St.  Malo  during' the  second  period  of  his  mission  Lec- 
arpenticr  *s  activity  was  especially  directed  against  tlie  priests 
botli  refractory  and  const  it  ional .  He  saj^-s^^Tlio  const  it  ional  ^ 
priests  forget  tlie  interests  of  their  country,  and  tiie  misfor- 
tunes of  hunanity  and  instead  of  combatting  the  fanaticism,  they 

excite  it.  However  violent  remedies  -will  only  increase  the  evil 

2 
so  Tfe  mu3t  be  lenient  •"   "By  enlightening  the  people  upon  the 

character  of  priests  in  genaral  as  well  as  upon  their  natural 

and  social  duties,  thoy  will  bo  prepaired  insensibly  for  the 

voice  of  reasongWiirk  fejr±K  With  this  thought  in  mind  Lecarpentier 

3 
published  a  decree  establishing  the"decadi." 

This  proclamation  and  decree  contains  some  of  the  relig- 
ious ideas  that  are  found  in  Robespierres*  s  speech  on  the  supreme 
being  but  its  date  is  the  5th  iUvose  (25  December)   several 
before.  Some  of  Lecarpentier *s  ideas  are  as  follows: "Tyrants 
are  o"''  ^.^'^o  kinds,  kings  and  priests,  lien  are  eitheri:*'  t^;-- r^i,>oi 
BEX  s±s[3:ktjx     or  mental  slavery.  You  fear  the  winds  and  the  thun- 
der, of  whose  CDM3"-   "?u  ere   ignorant;  but  t.-;^  ■    t  — -"'-  -^^^  -'tar 
and  place  one  of  yourselves  betvj^een  you  and  the  divinity, 
you  booon^  clave s  of  a  mortal  in  the  name  of  a  God  which  you 
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neitl'icr  ne  nor  you   can  understand,    '^-^.r    :^r'^  '       '  "ny  the   ex- 

istence of  a  god  and  all    idea  oT  a  religion.    This   is   tlie  otlxeer 
extreme  and  produces  tlie   same   evils   and  outrages  t?i.o   ssone   laws 

to  tlie   detrement   of  tlie  public   order.    Tlie   end  of  this  proclama- 

I 
tion  is  to   combat   both  atheism  and  f anaat i c i sn .  "     Lecarpentier 

further   sa.yi   ^"The  whole  aim  of  t^iic  proclamation  is  to    convince 

the   citizens   especially  those  of  the   country  that  priests   of  all 

2 

kinds  'tTere  men  exactly   like  themselves.      The  decree   follo-'/ing 

the  proclamation  established  the  decadi   and  the  manner  of  its 

celebration  in  the  departments   of  the  the  Mancrn      -^--d-the   Ille- 

3 
et-Vilaine.        A  fete  to   reason  was  now     celebrated,    the  temples 

were  dedicated  to  patriotism  and  fraternity,    and  the   city   c2ianged 

4 
its  name   from  St.   Halo   to  Port  Male.      WiJjJa.  £illsui::3fa3tEnnes^ 

ITith  Billaud  Varennes,  xxxx  xxxx^c:  yrj:::^^?:^::^. 

Hecarpentier     ordered  the  national   agent   of  St.   Malo   to   arrest 
all    suspected  priests   and  Lecarpentier  himself  changed  thea  ad- 
ministrators  of  the  three  departm.ents,   the  Manche   ,   the   II le- 

et  Vilaine  and  the  Cotes-du-lTord  to    send  him  a   statement    in  re- 

5 
gard  to   every   suspected  priest    in  their   departments. 
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A  Another   decree  arrostedC  certain  sisters   oT  cJio.ritj  acc-ased 

of  spreading  tlic   fanat i c i sn,    and  a  generald  decree  dismissed  all 

I 
tliese   sisters   xrom  liospital   duty. 

Lecarpentier  next    coinplainedLof  tlio   constitutional  priests. 
He   sa.ys,"Tlie7  will  persist    in  clinging  to   tlioir   sn-ocrstition. 
Most   of  tlTtem     oppose  tlie  decadi.    T>ieir  teinples   are   still    o-ne  n, 
and  are  only   stripped  of  tlieir  iisel-.^^:'     .agnif ioencc.    I'lle   consider- 
ation,   not   tliat   tjiey  Y/ere  ministers   of  tliis   or  tiiat  irrHtn?^  k  cult 
but   tliat   tliey  disturbers  of  tlie  public  peace,    led  me  to    issue  a 

T)roclamation  "P/liicii  declaircd  all  priests   suspects  -vrlio  Trould  por- 

2 
sist    in  retaining  tlieir   offices."        Tliis  proclamation  --   "    "—-.rco 

vras  dated  the  24  Germinal  (  )    and  was   to  lia   e   effect    in  the 

four  departments   of  the  Manche,    the   Ille-ot-Vilaine  idc     x 

3 
the  Cotes-du-Uord  and  the  Morbihan.      Anotlter   decree  of  the   224 

Germinal   displaces   all  priests    in  civil   office   except   those  al- 

4 
read:/  married  and  wiio  h^.ve   sufficiently  proved  their  patriotism. 

Lecarpentier   enforced  all   these  m.easures   so   energetically 

that  he  was   finally  able  to   declare  that   there  was  no    longer 

a   fanatic   in  the  whole  department. 
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CIIAPTliiR   14. 
TIIZ  liAI^CII  OF  TliE  VEllDEANS 
FROM  TIIS  LOIRE   TO   THE   COAST 


TliG  successful  olieck  of  the  Vendeans  at  Granville  T^as  a 
most  important  event,  Tlie  siege  of  tiie  town  was  not  a  great  mil- 
itary operation  in  itself  but  tlie  failure  whicli  folloif^red  n   day 
and  a  half's  attack  oorrpletelj''  disheartened  the  Vendeans  and 
made  them  turn  back  toward  the  Loire.  Reinforcements  from  Eng- 
land which  would  soon  have  been  read^^  were  thus  entirely  cut  off 
and  besides  this  clieck  at  the  very  end  of  their  march  complete- 
ly disheartened  the  invading  army.  On  the  other  J-iand  it  m.eant 
distinction  for  Locarpentier.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  been  lost 
in  the  crowd  of  other  deputies  on  mission  ^."/^  hin  real  r.ctivity 

in  the  defense  of  the  Manche  had  not  been  recognized  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Safety.  After  his  successful  defense  of  Gran- 
ville he  was  estimated  m.ore  highly  and  was  given  other  duties  of 

a  r  -^  ^^ -^ns  i b  1  e  ciiar ac  b  o r . 

In  order  to  understand  the  importance  of'   the  repulse  of 
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tlie  Vencleans  and  tlie  operations  of  Lecarpentier     otlier  dep- 
uties ,    it  will  be  necessary  to      a  rapid  survey  oT.   the  i^.areli 
of  the  Vendeans  from  the  passage  of  the  Loire  up  to  their  arri- 
val before  Granville.   The  plan  of  V:.o   cariT^aipn  beyond  the  Loire 
was  conceived  it  is  naid  by  the  Vendean  general  Bonchamp,  The 
object  was  to  get  possession  of  a  port  on  the  Breton  coast,  there 

to  receive  English  troops  and  then  with  these  reinforcements  to 

I 
move  upon  Paris.   Negotiations  had  boon  beg^on  in  the  preceding 

summer.  Letters  dated  the  IS  August  I?93  had  been  sent  to  Eng- 
land by  the  EgK  Chevalier  Tintenac  former  aide-de-camp  to  La  Rou- 

2 
erie  principal  leader  of  the  royalist  conspiracy.   Bonchamp  haO. 

been  mortally  wounded  in  one  of  the  battles  around  Cholct.  The 
younr:  general  La  Rochejanuelein  took  up  tlie  plan,  and  the  Loire 
■was  crossed.  T]ie  distictive  feature  of  this  campaign  was  the 
presence  of  literallt  thousands  of  ^-^--^^      ;  c^iidrr^-  -  ■-  ■  ^Id 
men  for  whom  to  have  rem.ainnd  in  the  Vendee  would  have  m..eant 
certain  death  but  whose  presence  with  the  arr-  ^'cant  certain 
failure  of  the  project.  In  this  enormous  crowd  were  a  few  thou- 
sand fighting  men  and  some  nominal  leaders,  but  "It  vms  not  the 

will  of  a  general  following  a  settled  plan,  but  the  impulse  of 

3 
the  crowd  which  was  the  law."  These  facjrs  give  the  keynote  of 
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t:ie   failure  of  tlie  ooxrcpaign,    because  on  account   of  tZio   condition 
of  tlie  troops  of  tlie  Republic,    and  tlie  jealousies  and  misunder- 
standings 32Lf  fe[H     between  tlie  generals,   tlie  Vendeans  were  givn 
opportunity  enough  to  liaTo  Joined  the  Eng lisli  or  at   least  liave 
raised  an  insurrection  in  Brittany. 

Tlie  number  of  persons   comprised  in  this  vast  mass   is   es- 
timated    very  differently  by  different  persons.    Turreau,   Klebor, 

t.l'L«  ^Tnrquise   de  La  Rocliejaquelein  and     d'Obonlieim  all    give   diif- 

I 
ferent    fi.gures,      but   all   agree  tliat   a  great   crowd  h±  followodthe 

army,    coinposed   in  part   of  tlie   servants  of  the   insurgent   nobles, 

and  cures   and  priests  who  would  have  been  deported  had  they  re- 

2 
mained   in  tlie  Vendee. 

The  best    idea  of  the   enormous   size  of  this   armj'-   is   found 
however   in  the  description  of  how  they  m  passed  through  the  town 
of  Dol   on  their  march  toward  Granville.    •*The  advance  guard  oof 
the  brigands   of  about   20  men  arrived  atv  2  o'clock   in  the  after- 
noon of  Thursday.    The  army  proper   arrived  at   about    four   and  de- 
filed  through  the   streets  without   order  until  up  to   ten  o'clock 
in  the   evenir^'.    They   continued  to    arrive  the   rest   of  the  nis-rglit 

and  all   day  Friday  and  Saturday.A  A  second  army  arrived  on  Sun- 

3 

day  and  the  l'--^':  >.^-, ..  ^.i  through  o:i  Monday?-  ni'-ht. 

Tne   passage  of  the  Loire  oacupicd  two  ni^Thts  the   I7-I8 

1.  Chas sin: Vendee  Patriote  t  III  p  225-6. 

2.  ibid  p  22?. 

3.  Edouard  Lockroy:Une  Mission  en  Vendee  p  325-326. 
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and  tiie  18-19  of  October.  The  -^vater  vras   low,  the  islands  uncov- 
ered and  tlie  ford  was  sGcurcd  by  tlie  occupation  of  the  post  of 

I 
Varades  on  the  right  bank  opposite  St.  Plorent.   Thus  either 

stupidity  or  treason,  (  tlio  Adjutant  General  Tabary  was  executed 

for  treason  in  this  natter)  ,Aal lowed  the  Vendeans  to  cross  into 

2 
Brittany  when  a  "single  squadron  of  cacalry  on  the  ri^^ht  brznl^" 

would  have  prevented  the  march  to  the  sea,  the  repulse  at  Gran- 
ville, and  the  disastrous  countermarch  which  endei  a"v.  Savenay. 

It  had  been  thought  in  the  Convention  that  the  Vendee  was 
was  destroyed;  that  its  outbreaks  were  finally  silenced.  Tur* 
reau  Choudieu  and  Francastle  wrote  to  tlie  Committee  of  Public 

Safety,  "There  is  no  lon^rcr  a  Vendee;  a  profound  solitude  reigns 

3 
and  only  cinders  and  ai^'fenw?-;?  corpeses  are  to  be  seen."   "The  Ven- 

4 
dee  is  no  more,"  said  Barer©  from  the  tribune  of  the  Convention. 

Suddenly  appeared  this  enormous  mass  of  people  on  the  right  banl^ 
of  the  Loire  and  neither  the  Convention  nor  the  army  were  pre- 
pared to  oppose  them. 

The  Army  of  the  West  after  the  victory  of  Oho  let,  arrived 
at  Beaupreau  on  the  18  of  October.  IThile  the  -^'^n^rals  were  hold- 
ing a  council  of  War,  they  received  the  surpriseing  news  of  the 
passage  of  the  Loire,  and  orders  were  given  to  follow  the  Ven- 
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I 

deans, 

Tlie  Vendeans  after  successfully  passing  tlie  river,  also 

Iield  a  council  of  war  at  wliicli  it  -was  decided  to  go  to  Rennes, 

not  directly  but  by  a  long  detour,  by  Chatcau-Gontier  and  Laval 

2 
an(3  not  to  attack  either  Angers  or  Nantes. 

The  Vendeans  set  out  through  a  country  dintrict  hilly  in 
parts  and  containing  occasional  to^vvns.  The  place  at  which  they 
crossed  the  Loire,  St.  Ploront^  is  about  half  way  between  the 
cities  of  Aagers  and  Nantes.  Fyom  that  point  they  proceeded  in 
a  general  direct  ion  to  the  cast  of  north  rather  than  west  of 
north  which  would  have  taken  then  direct  to  Rerjnes.  The  same 
general  direction  was  pursued  through  the  town  of  Chateau-gon- 
tier  to  the  large  toiTn  of  Laval,  whicli  is  directly  east  from 
Rennes.  Prom  Laval  they  marched  to  the  west  of  north  as  f'^r  as 
the  town  of  Dol  and  then  followed  the  contours  of  the  Bay  of 
Cancalle  to  Avranches.  the  march  proceeded  with  extradi ordinary 
rapidity.  The  inhabitants  of  the  snail  to-^«7ns  took  refuge  in  the 
woods  and  the  National  Guard  dispersed  before  them.  Chateau  Gen- 
tler fell  before  t]iem  but  at  Laval  they  mot  a  certain  amount  of 

opposition  under  the  direction  of  the  deputy  on  mission  Esnue- 

3 

la-Vallee.  3 

The  generals  7restermann  and  Beaupay  reached  Laval  the  25 

1.  Chassin  t  III  €33. 

2.  "  235 

3.  "  237-238. 


96 

October,  and  proceeded  to  surprise  the  Vendeans.  Tlio  Vendeans 

liad  boon  ^/arned  IioiYever  and  repulsed  tl'iem  on  tlic  plain  called 

I 
Croix-de-Bataille  and  forced  tliem  to  retire. 

Upon  tlie  arrival  of  reinforcements  an  attack  was  made 

upon  Laval  ivliicli  resulted  in  a  great  defeat  for  tlie  armies  of 

tlie  Republic,  due  to  tlic  poor  generalsliip  of  L'Schelle.  Tliis 

2 
defeat  cost  L'Sclielle  4000  men,      L'Eclielle  gave  up  his  cor^^^:^'^ 

on  the  27   October,  and  an  entire  week  was  spent  in  reor,i7ani^ 
ziing  the  army,  from  the  30  October  to  the  6th  November.  The 
Army  of  the  West  entered  Laval  on  the  10  November  the  Vende- 
ans having  disappeared,  and  were  Joined  on  the  12  at  Vitro  by 

Rossignol  and  troops  from  the  Army  of  the  Coasts  of  Brest.  R 

3 
Rossignol  now  became  commander  in  chief. 

But  where  were  the  Vendeans?  After  their  success  ov- 
er L'Echelle,   they  held  a  council  of  war  at  Laval.  It  was  de- 
cided not  to  return  to  the  Loire  but  to  proceed  onward.  The 
2d  of  ITovember  they  reached  Mayenne  wliich  they  found  evacuated. 

The  soldiers  of  the  "lev;?"  en  masse"  had  flel  when  t^c  enemy 

4 
vrerc   four  leagues  away.   On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  they  pas- 
sed through  Ernee  without  much  opposition  but  at  Fougeres  they 


1.  Chassin  t  III  p  233. 
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were  opposed  by  the  troops  raised  by  tlie  deputies  on  mission 
in  the  Manclie.  Fougeres  v/as  taken  hOTrever  and  among  the  pris- 
oners ".7as  the  engineer  d'Obenheim  v/hose  life  was  spared  because 
the  Vendeans  thought  they  could  make  use  oT  hin.  Ee  was  pres- 
ent at  the  council  held  at  Pougeres  and  remained  with  the  army. 

On  the  8th  of  November  the  Vendeans  moved  toward  Dol, 
which  was  occupied  without  a  fight.  Next  they  took  Pontorson 
and  freed  the  prionts  which  Lecarpentier  had  imprisoned  in  Mt, 
St.  Michel.  The  troops  of  the  ••levy  en  rrxasse**  ,at  Avranchcs 

melted  before  them,  and  jin   the  12  of  November  they  occupied  t 

I 
the  to\m   of  Avranches. 

The  march  of  the  Vendeans  from  the  Loire  to  Granville 
must  be  looked  at  from  several  different  points  of  view.  On  . 
the  one  hand  the  representatives  on  mission, who  were  either 
ignorant  of  the  number  of  the  enemy,  their  line  of  march,  or 
their  chances  of  victory  or  else  misinformed  of  thso  facts, 
were  in  a  terrified  and  demoralized  state  of  mind.  The  arm^,'- 
was  not  fi±fsEiaka±  effectively  commanded,  its  plans  of  action 
were  both  bad  and  inadequate,  and  it  never  knew  where  the  Ven- 
deans were.  The  deputies  worked  ±s  i±E  more  or  less  ijji  the 
dark  as  to  the  actual  condition  of  things  and  in  consequence 
their  measures  were  either  ineffective,  useless  or  in  conflict. 
I.  Chassin  t  III  p  282. 
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On  tlie  otlier  liand  tlie  Vendeans  yreve   in  an  equally  bad 
state  or  even  worse  off.  Tlieir  array  was  wholly  witlaont  organi- 
zation and  almost  without  purpose*  They  changed  their  direc- 
tion for  various  reasons  according  to  the  opinion  that  prevail- 
ed from  tine  to  time  and  with  a  vast  force  that  might  have  s 
struck  a  decisive  blow,  allowed  themselves  to  retreat  in  a  con- 
fused mob  after  their  first  repulse  at  Granville  to  meet  cer- 
tain destruction.  Had  they  had  a  good  system  of  spies,  they 
would  have  seen  the  advantage  of  avoiding  Granville  and  going 
t6  Cherbourg,  or  they  might  have  gone  to  Brittany  where  the 

people  were  in  sjrmpathy  with  them,  and  not  have  entered  theMan- 

I 
Man.che  where  thwpeople  rose  "en  masse"  against  tliem.  It  is  true 

that  at  a  council  held  at  Laval/  after  the  defeat  of  L'Echelle 

certain  emmissaries  of  the  Comte  de  Puisaye  tried  to  induce  t 

the  Vendeans  to  go   to  Brittany,  But  they  did  not  ga  put  much 

2 
faith  in  this  plan. 

The  official  reply  of  the  English  government  ti  the  ne- 
gotiations of  the  preceding  August  was  received  at  Fougeres 

Just  after  the  occupation.  Various  causes  2ia?.  delayed  the  an- 

3 
swer  up  to  this  time.   These  despatches  advised  taking  St.  Ma- 

lo  or  Granville.  Signals  were  arranged  and  a  reply  sent  to  £ng- 

4 
land. 

1/  Rapport  32.        ■ 
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Tlie  engineer  d*Oberih.ein  w]io  liad  been  captured  at  Fouger- 

es  and  forced  into  tJie  servico  ox  the  Vendeans,  was  made  torn 

give  Ms  opinion  at  tlie  tlie  meeting  of  the  council  of  Fougeres. 

That  he  knew  the  country  and  its  strength  cannot  bo  doubted 

but  he  certainly  gave  partial  information  to  the  Vendeans.  He 

did  not  inform  them  of  the  absence  of  land  fortifications  at 

Cherbourg,  aaid  is  said  to  have  supported  the  project  to  attack 

I 
Granville.   In  his  o-^^rn  journal  d*Obenhein  gives  the  plan  which 

the  Vendeans  ought  to  have  followed  and  since  he  knew  the 
strength  and  condition  of  the  army  of  tho  Republic  and  tss  Xhsh 
that  of  the  Vendeans  equally  well,  his  views  are  probably  true. 
HE  says,  "There  wore  two  plans  one  of  which  ought  to  have  beeen 
followed.  Cherbourg  was  without  defense  from  the  land  side. 
The  Vendeans  could  easily  have  taken  it  and  seized  quantities 
of  amrminition;  but  it  was  necessarj^-  to  hurry  for  the  army  of 
Sepher  would  soon  come  from  Caen  and  block  the  Cotentin.  In. 
becoming  masters  of  the  peninsula  they  would  have  only  two  p 
points  to  defend,  their  position  could  not  be  turned  and  the 
cro^T-d  of  women  and  children  at  liberty  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  peninsula  would  cease  to  embarras  them;  and  lastljr  they 
could  co-nirminicate  with  the  English.  The  second  plan  v^as  to 
penetrate  into  lower  Brittany  where  the  people,  intensely  re- 
ligious, were  disposed  to  second  them.  A  number  of  harbors 
1/  Chassin  t  III  p  260-261;  267. 
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•would  liave  cumnninicated  witli  tlie  Englisli  and  t}ie  country  i70uld 

liavc  been  easy  to   defend.    On  account   of  tJieir   lack  of  exact 

info  mat  ion  tliey  took  anotlier   course,    and  tlicir   failure  T/as 

I 
certain  from  tlic  moment  the:/   left   Fougeres   for  Do  I,"    •»    If  a 

part   of  tlie  army  of  Rennes  liad  overtaken  them  durin^^  their   c 

careless  march  from  Pougores  to  Dol,    it  would  have  been  all 

2 
over  with  them,"    says   d'Obenheim       or   "If  after  harrying  the 

Vendeans   for  tvio   or  throe  days,    and  thus   cutting  off  their   food 

supply,  TThicIi  ^as   drawn  from  hand  to  mouth  from  the   country 

inimediately  around  them,    2000  dragoons  would  have  been  suffi-- 

3 
cient   to  have  destroyed  them  in  a  single  night," 

It   is  was^  kssE  skk     thus   easy  to   seehow  a  true   estimate 

of  the   situation,    or   a  good  plan  of  action  competently  carried 

out  would  soon  have  put   an  end  to  the  Vendean  movement.   But 

if  confusion  and  want   of  organisation  was   found  in  the  Vendean 

army  ,what  must  we  call  the   state  of  things  on  the  other   side? 

In  the   first  pi ac eigne ranee  prevailed,      in  the   second  decisive 

action  was  paralyzed  by  fear  and  lastly  tlie  army  was  all   but 

useless  under  Rossignol,    Certain  facts  well    illustrate  these 

statements.    The   representative  Laplanche     thought   on  the  5th 

4 
November     tliat   the  Vendeans  numbered  only   lOOOO   and   ?.s    Irate  as 

tlife  lOth  that   there  were  only  about    15000,    and  that  Russians 

Germans   and  Jews  were  among  them..   Even  the  Committee  of  Public 

Safety  decreed  that    every  tOY/n  which  received  the  brigands 


lOI 
sliould  be  destroyed,  tinis  slio-wing  tlicir  ignorance  of  the  oppo- 
sing force  and  of  liow  impossible  it  YTn.z   for  th-esc  little  coun- 
try to-^TS   to  withstand  tlie  rebels.  Gamier  alone  seens  to  have 

5 
estimated  the  number  of  the  Vendeans  as  they  really  were. 

In  regard  to  the  Republic's  army  Gamier  seems  also  to  have 
been  correct.  He  wrote  the  j^^O  October^  "¥6  need  a  concerted 
plan;**  and  on  the  31  October^  "lye  mast  forgot  all  local  inter- 
ests;" and  the  4th  November^  "Our  forces  are  divided  and  this 
is  OUT   ruin." 

Rossignol  was  so  well  informed  by  his  spies  ik  in  regard 
to  the  movem>ents  of  the  Vende.an  army  that  he  thought  they  were 
retreating  upon  Laval  when  in  fact  they  were  advancing  upon 
Granville  from  Pougeres.  So  he  made  no  movement  to  stop  their 
march  or  to  rescue  the  port  of  Granville.  He  exasperated  the 

people  of  Rennes  when  he  fell  back  upon  that  town  excusing  h 

6 
himself  by  saying  that  he  knew  it  V7a,s  in  danger.  .  th 

The  position  of  the  representatives  on  mission  is  well 

put  in  tlie  words  of  Lecarpentier  writing  a  ^^t;  days  after  the 

defeat  of  Fougeres.  He  says, "The  little  army  of  Avranchcs  at 
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Fougeres  was  defeated  by  tiie  terrors  wMcl':.  ""   rebels  inspired. 
There  is  now  neither  batallios  nor  chief.  The  troops  from  Caen 
have  failod  to  co::^e,  and  I  am  wholly  ignorant  of  the  position 
and  mo-vements  of  the  Army  of  IVest  and  of  the  Army  of  the  Coasts 
of  Brest.   ThinJi:  of  my  position  up  hcre;my  isolation  at  the 
extremity  of  the  department  for  the  defense  of  the  peninsula, 
the  need  and  the  lack  of  officers,  the  public  stupor,  the  ef- 
fect of  these  alarming  news,  and  you  can  have  some  idea  of  my 

I 
position  in  this  time  of  general  abandon." 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  who  really  knew  little 
of  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  but  who  saw  that  no  effective 
opposition  was  being  made  to  the  march  of  the  Vendeans,  deciddd 
to  send  two  of  their  o^vn  members  to  the  scene  of  action  as  w 
was  their  custom  in  times  of  emergency.  'Hjiey   ordered  Jean  Bon 
St.  Andre  and  Prieur  of  the  Marne,   the  one  to  the  Manche  and 
the  other  .1>0  Reimes.H  However  before  tliey  arrived  the  Vendeans 
met  defeat  at  Granville. 

Lecarpentier ' s  successful  defense  of  JfeE  Granville  com- 
ing as  it  did  in  the  midst  of  the  exasperation  of  tiie  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Safety  at  the  ignorance  and  incapacity  shown  by 
lihe  generals  and  deputies,  vastly  increased  his  worth  in  their 
eyes,  and  made  then  willing  not  only  to  retain  him  "en  mission" 
but  also  to  extend  his  powers. 

I.  Rapport  30. 
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CHi^PTER   15. 
THE  DEFENSE  OP  TIIS  MAlsfCIIE 
AM)  ESPECIALLY  LECARPEUTIER'S  MEASURES  0?  DEFENSE, 


If  lias  been  seen  in   the  brief  siammary  of  tlie  marcli  of 
tile  Vendeans  froin  tlie  Loire  already  given,  tliat  they  proceeded 
on  their  way  almost  without  opposition  and  onl^  encoiintered 
the  regular  army  once  at  which  time  they  defeated  it.  The  ar- 
my could  not  catch  them  before  and  found  it  impossible  to  do 
so  again.  In  the  remainder  of  the  march  to  the  coast  they  en- 
countered only  the  troops  sent  by  the  local  authorities  and 

the  deputies  on  mission,  although  some  of  the  troops  belonged 

I 
to  the  Army  of  the  Coasts  of  Cherbourg. 

In  regard  to  the  defeat  at  Fougeres  Lecarpentier  says, 

"These  troops  instead  of  acting  together  as  one  army  as  I  had 

1/  For  names  of  the  troops  sent  to  Fougeres  by  Lecarpentier 

and  Garnier  see  Rapport  26;  for  names  of  all  the  troops 
at  Fougeres  see  Chassin  t  III  p  259. 
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decreed  on  tlie  20  0ctober(29  Vondemiaire)  ^  were  directed  against 

tlie  enemy   in  several  divisions  under  coimnand  oJ?  Br i ere.  If   this 

I 
is  not  perfidy  it  is  at  least  great  stupidity." 

Lecarpentior  ^ms  now  sure  tJiat  tl.ie  Vendeans  wanted  a 
port,  and  knowing  tliat  Granville  could  not  liold  out  witiLOut  re- 
inforcements, and  txiat  if  Granville  fell,  Clierbourg  imist  fol- 
low ,  lie  says  lie  acted  accordingly.  "It  was  necessary  to  Gtrike 
a  great  blow  to  avert  a  great  evil.  It  was  not  t}ae  tome  for 
prudence  to  weigh,  real  dangers  with  possible  ones.  It  needed 

rapid  action  to  destroy  a  peril  which  included  all  the  others. 

2 
In  brief  it  was  necessary  to  avert  the.  evil  not  to  await  it." 

This  meant  that  troops  nust  be  removed  from,  the  coast,  at  a  time 

when  an  English  attack  was  expected  any  moment.  Lecarpentier 

sent  a  courier  to  the  Comittee  of  Public  Safety  to  demand 

3 
troops  to  replace  those  he  intended  to  remove. 

0      Of  course  such  a  measure  would  leave  Cherbourg  open  to 

the  Vendeans  if  they  ha.l  decided  to  take  that  course  instead 

of  going  to  Granville.  But  luck  decided  otherwise.  Lecarpentier 

Justifies  his  action  as  follows: "It  was  an  extraordinary  case. 


1.  Rapport  30  note. 

2.  "    31. 

3.  For  a  list  of  the  troops  sent  toward  Granville  see  Letter 

of  Lee.  Nov.  4  and  Rapport  31/ 
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and  the  sanesoldiers  could  not  bo-^  Sepliviiere.  Besides  if  Clier- 

bourg  had  been  attacked  by  land  ^  iii  "thHion  T.^as  sucli  that  it 

ooTild  not  have  been  defended  by   '^'th  NOroops.  A,  t  the  same  time 

if  either  C^ierbonrg  or  St.^Vaast-de-T^-Hougne  had  been  attacked 

by  sea,  the  National  Guard  would  be  enough  to  holdeither  place  until 

I 
until  Sepher's   column  arrived  from  Caen." 

Lecarpentier  no"^  departed  to  conduct  these  troops  in  de- 
fault of  a  general,  after  having  taken  measures  to  liasten  their 

2 
replacement,  and  to  organise  the  first  requisition, 

3 
The  Hanche  now  arose  *♦  en  masse". 
Lecarpentier  arrived 
Lecarpentier  arrived  at  Coutances  with  these  troops, 

but  the  difficulty  of  organizing  so  great  a  number  of  men,  .and 
directing  their  movements  without  officers,  and  the  stagnation 
of  the  Vendeans  at  Fougeres  caused  Lecarpentier  and  the  depart- 
ment to  order  them  back.  However  they  were  to  hold  themselves 

4 
in  readiness  at  the  first  signal.   In  fact  all  these  troops  with 

others  were  in  ^ranville  at  the  time  of  the  xtEj^s  attach  by  the 

5 
Vendeans. 

Reinforcements  were  now  coming  to  the  Manche.  Laplanche 


I.  Rapport  31-32,  note. 

2i     "     32. 

3,     "     32 

4*     "33. 

5.  See  list  of  troops  in  Granville,  Rapport  ?8. 
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left  Caen  t]ie  5tli  November  to  Join  Sep}ior's  column  and  tlio  10 
November  they  had  arrived  at  Vire  in  tlio  Manclie.  Tlio  Conmittce 
of  Public  Safety  had  decreed  the  ?tli  November,  iLsa^  S  ^f^(^ 
that  20000  men  were  to  be  detached  from,  the  Army  of  the  North 
to  fight  the  Vendeans.  Still  these  last  were  too  far  off  to 
count. 

Leoarpentier  now  took  measures  to  hasten  the  organiza- 
tion of  cavalry  in  i:im  three  districts  of  tJie  Manche,  Carcntan, 
Valognes  and  Cherbourg.  He  ordered  St.  Come,  the  key  of  the 

peninsula  of  the  COtentin,  put  in  a  state  of  defense  and  then 

I 
departed  for  Granville, 

Leoarpentier  arrived  in  Granville  the  9th  of  November 
(19  Brumairo) .  Ho  found  the  town  in   active  proparat ioii.  A  coun- 
cil of  defense  had  already  been  formed. Supplies  were  rapidly 
bein,^  gotten  together,  the  rural  to^Tns  had  sent  in  12000  fagots 
and,  200"tonneaux'»of  cider.  The  representative  Jul  lien  at  Port  M 
Halo  had  sent  suppliea  to  the  garrison.  Leoarpentier  said  1 

later, "All  the  people  of  Granville  served  the  cayse  of  liber erty 

2 
Y/ith  one  7rill .  •* 

The  superior  officer  of  the  garrison  however  General 

Peyre,  in   command  of  the  troops  at  Granville,  had  been  absent 

for  several  da7/3.  His  presence  was  imperative  and  in  the  absence 

I.  Rapporx  33. 

2*    Chassin  Vendee  Pairriote  t    III  p   283. 
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of  an7  autli^ntic  information  in   regard,  to  Lis  movements  all 
sorts  of  r-umors  arose.  Peyre*s  absen^je  liovrovev   is   oicplaincd 
satisfactorily  by  liimself  and  liis  statements  are  backed  i,vitli 
proof.  He  had  been  called  witli  Garni cr  to  be  present  at  a  conn- 
xil  of  "war  at  Rennes  for  tlio  2d  No"vember(I2  Br-umaire).  He  arri- 
ved on  tine  but  tZae  representative  Pociiolle  viifh.   General  Rossig- 

nol  did  not  appear  until  tlie  niglit  of  tlie  3d  November (13  Bni- 

I 
maire)  •  Among  tlie  measures  decreed  by  this  council  one  gave 

the  military  command  of  Granville  to  Peyre  and  ordered  him  b 

2 
back  by  way  of  the  Bay  of  Cancalle. 

P      Peyre  started  back  for  Granville  on  the  night  of  the 

6th  November^  (16  Brumaire)  and  his  reasons  for  this  further 

3 
delay  are  satisfactory.   Garni er  who  was  his  friend  wished  to 

accompany  him  but  felt  obliged  to  rem^ain  at  Rennes.  Peyre  made 

all  haste  to  arrive  at  Granville  But  the  windswere  so  perverse 

4 
that  after  arriving  they  could  not  disembark  for  three  days. 

However  he  arrived  on  the  lOTH  and  siss   according  to  his 

own  statement  was  net  by  Lecarpentier  who  coldly  said,  "77here 

did  you  come  from?"  "Prom  Rennes  ,"  said  Peyre.  "vThat  have  you 

been  doing  there?**  asked  Lecarpentier.  *»Por  answer,"  says  Peyre 


1.  Chassin  III  278-279. 

2.  Rapport  35  article  5. 

3.  Chassin  III  280. 

4.  "     "   286. 
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•*I  presented  Leoarpentier  YTith.   a  copy  of  tlio  deliberations  o  ?f  tlie  co 

I 
the  council  of  war.**  Locarpentier  said,  "To-a  liave  lost  the  con- 
fidence of  the  soldiers  and  the  most  infamous  rumours  are  cireu- 
latod  aboutv  you."  Peyro  now  proved  his  popularity  by  means  of 
a  review  where  the  soldiers  received  him  enthusiastically  and 
he  was  once  more  given  command  of  the  garrison.  General  Peyre 

and  Lecarpentier  xT-ere  not  at  all  friendly  according  to  Peyre *s 

2 
OTTn  account.     Lecarpentier  says  nothing  at  all  about  this 

2 
incident,  neither  does  he  say  that  Peyre  brought  the  orders 

from  the  the  council  of  Rennes.  He  says  that  he  received  them. 

3 
by  a  courier  sent  by  the  administrators  of  the  department. 

On  the  II  Hovenber(2I  Brumaire)   Granville  was  pro  claim- 
ed in  a  state  of  siege.  Lecarpentier  refused  admission  to  all 
fugitives  from  the  surrounding  country.  He  ordered  every  house 
provided  with  a  lantern  in  order  to  light  the  whole  city  at 
once  if  necessary?  and  decreed  that  any  one  who  should  spread 
false  alarms,  should  be  put  to  death. 

On  the  evening  of  the  II  November (21  Briimaire)  A  coun- 
cil of  war  wao  held.  Lecarpentier,  Laplanche,  Peyre  and  other 
military  officers  wore  present.  It  was  decided  that  Laplnnche 
should  move  upon  Mortain  to  protect  the  entrance  of  tlie  Manche 


1.  Chassinlll    28S. 

2.  ••  280,    291,    299   in  the'^memoire  du  general  Peyre. "R 

3.  Rapport    34.    Por  text   of  tliese  orders   see  Rapport   35. 

4*    Chassin  III   286.    Por  text   of  decree  Just  mentioned   see  Rap- 
port  5?  dated  10  Nov. 
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to  the  cast  and  tliat  Peyre  sliould  go  to  Avranch.es.  If  necesnary 

I 
the  two  divisions  ■'.vere  to  unite.   When  the  news  of  the  talking 

of  Pont  orson  arrived  the  noxt   norning,  Laplanche  vms  ordered 

to  Ville-Dieu  instead  of  Mortain,and  then  he  departed.  However 

he  never  did  occupy  this  village  and  in  fact  it  -^ras  the  first 

to-y/n  overrun  by  the  Vendeans  on  their  return  from  granville. 

On  the  12  lIovenber(22Brunaire)  General  Peyre  ordered  a 

detactunent  under  the  Adjutant  General  Vachot  to  move  to  the 

help  of  Avranches.  The  gaxzisax  soldiers  of  the  former  regiment 

of  the  province  of  Aunis  ,  petitioned  to  have  their  officers 

removed  .These  officers  for  the  most  part  were  ex-nobles  of 

the  province  of  Aunis  which  is  situated  i©.  the  Vendee.  Lecar- 

pentier  issued  the  necesi^ary  decree  and  all  the  officers  were 

2 
put  under  surveillance  while  new  officers  were  substituted. 

This  was  a  very  fortunate  move  as  will  be  seen  later  on. 

Hardly  had  the  advance  guard  issued  from  the  gate  Y7hen 
the  news  arrived  of  the  of  the  entrance  of  the  Vendeans  into 
Avranches.  The  toivn  was  occupied  without  a  fight,  the  defenders 
of  the  place  called  in  from  the  country  districts  proving  worth- 
less. Vachot  who  had  come  from,  ^ranville/  retired  under  orders 
talking  with  him  the  archives,  a-id  a  quantity  of  amnranition, 
while  the  Vendeans  occupied  the  town  and  prepared  to  march  up- 
on Granville. 

I,  For  text  of  decree  see  Rapport  38,39. 

2,,  Chassin  III  289.  For  text  of  decree  see  Rapport  58. 
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CKAPTKH  XVI, 

THE  SIEOK  OF  GHAIATILLE. 

Vho  aituatioii  of  oriUivilio  will  account  :  in  sone  rioaa- 
ure  for  the  fom  of  the  aasaults  which  wore  nado  a^^ainst  it* 
A  roci'iy  promitor-/  behind  the  city  projects  woatwarcl  into  the 
soa,  and  the  tom\  Ib   built  terrace  like  alone  the  aholtoi»od 
ciopca  or  thia  p^'onitor^'*  Durinn  the  Hovolution  a  atronn  wall 
aurroundou  the  to'^i  proper,  v/hilo  outBiao  this  wall  on  the 
lov/oct  r:lor,on  or  th^:*  pronitor-/  ano  on  the  level  v/ao  built 
quite  on  extensive  i'aubourc*  A  lone  candy  boach  extended 
for  oone  diatanco  couthv/ard  fron  the  rock*  Oppooito  the  tovm 
on  the  interior  oido  wore  cjorao  hoit'^htjs  ouniountad  by  a  fort 
v^nich  haa  henr\   dornoilnhaL;  in  order  to  jive  the  becio/^ors 
no  aheltOi**  To  the  soutneaut  and  aouth  the  country  wat;  opoji 
noro  or  loss  and  a  country  road  at  sono  dictanco  fron  the 
town  dividou.  into  t\iO   brmiohao>  one  £oin{i  alciout  oaat  to  the 
little  tovm  Villa  Dieu  and  the  other  followinr*  t'no  contnnr 
of  the  coact  to  Avranohoa.  The  prornitory  sheltered  the  tov/n 


Ill 


from  th©  north  winds t  but  it  was  opon  to  the  mtMP  of  a 
Goutheaster,  a  fact  of  groat  inpoi*tance  aurlnf^;  the  pro^reaa 
of  the  siege* 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  14  Itovcsabor  {24  hruniaire) 
the  Vondean©  left  Avranchoa  along  tho  terraced  road  which 
led  to  oranviiio#  When  Marlgny  thought  enough  had  left  the 
town  he  placed  a  stronc  guard  at  tho  entrance  to  hold  back 
the  remainder*  This  was  why  only  about  half  tho  soldi  oris 
with  about  half  the  artillery  saw  oran^/illo  at  all*  "^  At 
nine  o'clock  a  pottpnt  arrived  in  haate  at  Oranvillo  and 
wamoa  Pcyre  of  tho  approach  of  a  eolunn  of  tho  i^ebols.  He 
mm   thought  to  be  a  spy^  was  put  under  cuara^  but  afterward 
released t  when  a  hussar  confirood  tho  nowa.  ?h©  inhabitants 
of  the  faubourgo  now  ordered  into  the  townt  blocked  up  the 
gates.  Women  tried  to  save  their  effects  and  others  tried 
to  mfiike  tho  gen«?al  confusion  as  groat  as  posoibla^  Gaiorai 
Foyre  ordered  a  sox^tie.   The  represent  at  ivc  was  to  accompany 
hitn#  Lecarpentier  entered  tho  rooBi  where  the  iminicipai  coun- 
cil was  sitting  mid  said:  »I  ain  going  at  the  head  or  the 
array.  If  X  ^erish>  if  such  is  necessary  for  the  aako  of 
liberty >  I  count  upon  your  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  public 

cause*  ^  ^^^^ ^ 

Savary  t*  II  p*  348*    *^  Chnnsin  t.  Ill  p#  301* 
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The  advance  cwnrd  comnandod  by  tho  Ad.-jvitant  General 
Vachot  wont  oono  ciistanco  down  tho  road  tcv/aro  Avranchos* 
The  wain  division  with  which  wero  Laoarpontior  and  Peyr^t  was 
divided  into  two  pans*  ono  being  placed  on  the  i;»oad  to 
Avranches  and  the  other  on  the  road  to  Ville  Dieu#  Hoin- 
foroQ^onts  wear©  placed  at  the  junction  of  theee  two  reads, 
and  a  8Ufi1Loient  number  of  the  garrison  under  the  comnand 
of  Refiner  rcsnainoci  in  the  town,  while  the  beach  approach 
WIS  defended  by  another  detachnont. 

It  was  not  long  INMnpre  a  sharp  firing  in  the  direction 
of  the  advance  guard  revealed  the  whareabouto  of  the  miany* 
Vachot  olowly  retired  oince  the  enetiy*s  force  iRfas  vastly  sup- 
erior to  his  corrimand  thou;":h  at  the  sasje  time  ho  disputed 
each  8t<:jp*  The  detaolmiont  on  the  road  to  Villo  Dieu  also 
fell  back  to  tho  crosa-roads.  The  cavalry  of  tho  Vondcanc 
now  bec^an  to  spreadt  one  portion  driving  bacK  the  ti^ope 
Who  were  on  the  beach.  Peyre    gave  the  order  to  retire 
iTftO  the  city  for  otherwise  he  saw  ha  would  be  out  off  in 
his  rear. 

The  retreat  was  easily  nade  under  cover  of  the  fire 
from  the  ramparts  ci'  tlio  towni    but  the  Vondeana 

^  For  this  sortie  see  Chaocin  t.  Ill,  p.  390,  291  and 
Rapport  p»  40  -  41*        Rapport  p.  41 • 
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dlosol;,''  pressed  Peyre's  trocpo  and  oocuploti  tho  faubourc 
iiaaodiatoly,  ^without  this  30i*tio»  sayafobonheln^they  would 
never  have  dared  to  penetrate  into  tho  faubou3?s»  while  now 
they  came  oasily  up  to  the  vmlls  of  the  tovm  ltcolf.» 
Lecairentier  saysi  **Scarcely  had  we  entered  when  the  Vondeans, 
showlnc  'in  audaolty  only  explained  by  the  supposition  that 
tlwy  did  not  r««OLize  the  situatlont  filled  the  faubourg  and 
ran  otiMlght  to  tho  raopartn.*'  ^      The  explanation  of  this 
bold  attack  seeos  to  bo  that  the  Vendeano  expected  to  be 
»eoeivGd  v/lth  open  arms  by  tho  regiment  wIksso  officers 
Leoarpentler  Imd   removed  a  short  tine  before  for  this  very 
reason*    A  tradition  of  Granville  says  that  soiae  of  the 
Vendeann  introduce^:!  th^nsolvon  into  this  recinont  to  inake  it 
desert  at  tho  mmaat   of  attacK*  and  that  all  through  the 
attack  follo'ifingt  cries  of  ^Aunici  Ai-inin,**  (the  nane  of  the 
former  coDnandor)  wore  heard,  and  when  tho  repulse  did  not 

cease  cries,  oft  *^ou  have  betrayed  us.  Deliver  up  your- 

4 
selves**    This  treason  would  have  eventually  succeeded i 

even  aiter  the  roplacemont  of  the  officers  if  Peyre  had  not 

i  '^ 

Savary   p,  340 •       Letter  to  the  Convention $  26 

bruaalre.     ^      For  text  of  decree  see  Rapport  58. 

^   ChasGln  t*  XII»  p.  292. 
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forbidden  tho  placing  of  this  reginont  in  the  faubourgs  as 
the  suspected  inspector  cf  tho  coasts  Varin  hac  desired* 
Even  had  thoy  refused  to  desert  thoj''  would  have  been  out 
to  piecGG  and  the  garrison  would  have  thus  loot  its  most 
experienced  troops • 

At  half  past  twelve  on  the  14  November  (34  brumaire) 
two  doctmento  wore  sicned  by  the  vondeoK  generals*  In  one 
the  coiamandant  wae  ordered  to  deliver  Granville  to  thaci 
and  the  other  was  addressed  to  the  municipality*  **If  an 
ansv/er  is  not  forthcoming  in  one  hour,**  they  said,  "v/o 
cannot  answer  for  the  ravages  ?/hioh  will  be  connitted  on  tho 
vmf ortunatc  inhabitants  of  Granville  and  perhapa  tho  city 
Bay  bo  reduced  to  ashec.**  ^his  e\ii!HnonG  was  :  in  the  narae  of 
Louis  XVII  King  of  France  and  Havarro  andwas  si£pieci  by 
the  gcmoraln  of  tho  Royal  Catholic  Army.*"   In  none  of  the 
deliberations  cr  reportc  of  the  aiege  is  there  any  mention 
of  an  answer  to  these  Bunanono.  Probably  tho  authoritiec 
abstained  for  fear  of  lesscnins  tho  ardor  and  energy  shown 
in  the  defense* 

In  the  afternoon  the  Vendeana  planted  their  artillery 


^  Ctoaam  t.  III.  p.  202. 

^  For  text  see  Rapport  p*  07  -  89 • 

^  Chansin  t*  IIIi  p*  293* 
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on  tho  mined  fort  opi>oolto  the  town  as  woll  ae  on  other 
points  of  advantage  and  tii^  opened  flro  on  tho  town. 
{  Uot9»    The  exact  tliao  of  tho  principal  events  varies  in 
tlst  different  aocounta.  It  is  hard  to  tell  which  is  the  boot 
authority.  However,  the  principal  events  follov?  the  sane 
general  order  in  all  the  aocounta.  )   The  Vcndoans  sheltered 
now,  in  tho  houses  of  tho  faubourg  were  able  to  pour  an 
effective  fire  into  the  town.  The  loss  to  the  g-arrison  was 
heaviest  amonc  the  oannoniers. 

At  ten  in  the  evc^ning  an  attack  led  by  Roohajaquelein 
ims  wade  on  the  gate  of  the  Isthiaus  which  was  protected  by 
a  covered  wsiy*  The  attack  was  so  vieorous  that  the  oannon- 
iers on  the  rainpaitJ^i  began  to  hesitate.*^  This  was  the  one 
critical  period  when  ar^  weakness  on  the  part  of  the  defen- 
ders, would  havo"?i\eant  ruin.  Lecarpentior  sayo  there  was 
an  instant  whan  confusion  threatened  to  spread  through  the 
town*    He  issued  a  decree  to  meet  this  ^aergan^.  Any 
soldier  who  spread  a  false  alarm  or  who  abandoned  his  post 
was  to  be  punished  with  death*  All  were  to  be  ready  to 

^  See,  for  tho  exact  positions  of  tho  Vendoan  batteries. 

Savary  t.  II,  p*  3G3.   *^  Chasain  t.  llli  p.  304,  cites 

3 
Poirier  do  Beauvais  p.  181.     Rapport  p.  41. 
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ropulae  an  assault  at  any  cjonont.^ 

A  ramioipal  '^'''"'oor  Clonont  ^>cc^{:-.ii8ons  ruehod  out  on 
the  Fanjparts  wound  round  with  a   tri colored  scarf*  Ko  was  sihot 
dead  fro©  %hQ  fmibourgo*  Hie  death  war,  soon  avengoa  howovor* 
Tho  assault  wac  rofpulsed  and  the  Vondoanc  retiroct  from  the 

walla.**   After  this  attack  tho  great" '^■^"  of  the  Vondoans 

wore  of  no  no re  use  that  nl^ht*  Tho  want  of  discipline 
and  order  which  provailod  allowed  thom  to  folio?/  their  own 
wills*  A  few  Kept  up  a  parallainu  firo  from  tho  faubourgs 
Uit  the  greater  part  ^^andered  around  plunderint':  and  /^ettinc 

a 

drunk  on  the  liquor  which  they  found  in  tho  housoo. 

Tale  faott  howeveri  was  not  Known  in  the  city*  Tho  groat 
point  all  along  had  been  the  i£:norance  on  each  side  of  tho 
actual  condition  of  the  other*  Tho  oituatlon  Inside  was 
desperate.  Thoy  did  not  Icnov?  of  the  lacK  of  discipline  amonc 
the  Vendeans  and  how  few,    yery  few,  there  were  who  could 
be  relied  on  to  do  any  effective  worK.  An  aasault  had  just 
been  made  which  eaoily  Klght  have  bean  suoceoQful*  Another 
I3i0ht  follow  any  minute.  A  groat  firo  burned  on  one  of  the 

^  For  text  of  thics  decree  aeo  Happort  50-61. 
Chans in  t#  III  p*  D94. 
3avary  t.  II  p.  349,  Recit  d'Obenhel^. 


imi:Mi 


II? 


hills  opposito  the  tovmt  pwjbably  a  concerted  signal  with 
the  English*  The  f-mbourgs  wore  a  shelter  for  the  enemy* 
It  was  impossible  to  dislooato  themt   or  to  get  at  them  while 
they  were  there.  All  these  reasons  detemineci  the  measure 
which  resulted  in  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  entire 
faubourg*  General  Peyre  says  he  first  proposed  this  measure 
imd  Leoarpentier  was  pleased  with  the  idea*    However,  this 
may  be, Leoarpentier  issued  the  decree*  In  this  decree  he 
saldf  "Granville  will  neglect  no  means  to  assure  its  safety 
and  liberty*  It  will  even  sacrifice  a  part  of  itself  to  save 
the  whole.^'  It  was  some  tine  after  the  idea  was  first  propos- 
ed before  it  was  effectively  executed*   A  proposition  for 
a  sortie  had  been  reelected  by  both  Lecarpentier  and  Peyre 
and  this  measure  seeded  to  be  the  only  hope* 

If 

The  Adjutant  Gcajeral  Vachot  was  appointed  to  this  task* 
With  25  raen  and  sono  citizens  who  had  property  there t  he 
entered  the  faubourg  in  the  face  of  the  eneciy's  fire,  and 
soon  it  was  a  mass  of  names.   The  Vendeans  were  forced  to 
abandon  their  sheltered  position.    The  citizens  were  all 
willing  to  sacrifice  their  interests  for  the  Republic*  They 

1 

Chassin  t.  Ill,  p*  295* 

•     t.  Ill,  p.  297.  Memoiro  du  general  Peyre* 
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stood  on  tho  ranparts  and  crlod>  *Vlve  La  Republict"  «rhlle 
they  vfatchoci  their  houses  bum."   I>ut  now  another  danfrer 
appeare<i»  A  fierce  southeast  wind  had  arisen  and  the 
groateat  apprehension  was  felt  for  the  safety  of  the  wiiole 
city*  The  soldiers  who  had  hitherto  founht  with  flre-ams 
and  who  were  exhaustea,  havlnif;  eaten  nothing  since  the 
becinnlnc  of  the  siege,  laid  down  their  ams  and  fouc'nt  the 
fire.     Lecarpentier  says,  "Torrents  of  smoke  and  whirl- 
winds of  sparks  cane  over  the  ramparts,  fire  rained  on  the 
roofs,  and  everyone  breathed  cinders.  We  wore  between  the 
sea  and  the  flames,  yet  we  would  have  gone  across  the  "bum- 
ins  mass,  bayonet  in  hand  to  find  our  enemy,  rather  than 
abandon  to  thern  a  city  wortliy  of  the  name  or  liberty.* 
The  moon  cane  up  and  shown  calmlii  on  this  riry  picture  and 
watched  the  efforts  made  to  save  the  city,  but  still  the 
wind  blew  furiously.  At  the  rising  of  the  sun  the  wind 
became  wilder  than  over  but  the  city  by  hard  work  hua  uoon 
saved  and  the  Vendoans  had  been  dx^ven  from  the  faubourgs 

Chassin  t.  Ill  p.  302.  Becistre  do  la  conmine  do  Granvllla 

*^   Letter  of  Lecarpentier  to  Convention  16  liov-^mbor. 
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which  wore  a  mass  or  otlll  bumln/r  ruins* 

Early  on  tho  nomine  of  the  li)  I.'ovombor,  Gonorai  Poyre 
saw  some  troopc  in  tho  far  dlBtanco  with  a  white  flag.  They 
soon  diaappeared*  Poyre  gave  *  '"  nev/s  to  the  garrison  that 
roinforct3i!3onti>  wore  coninir*  which  had  a  good  effect. 

*f:u  vondeans  now  were  boconing  unnanaueable  and  on 
this  nomine  of  the  16  th  Kovember  (25  brunaire)  tho  sup- 
reme effort  on  their  part  was  made*  At  low  tida  thoy  wont 
along  the  beach  and  tried  to  scale  the  rocky  promitory  behind 
the  town  which  jutted  into  tho  soa*  The  Vendean  ncnorals 
did  not  saenj  to  realize  the  ti^e  condition  of  things  nor 
the  chances  against' the  succ^es;^  of  such  a  move.  In  order 
to  keep  the  troops  together!  the  priects  were  ordered  to 
use  their  utmost  authority.  They  passed  through  the  ranks 
blessinr,  and  exalting  the  crowd*  Sails  novsf  appeared  on  the 
horizon  and  their  hopes  rose  high.  Here  wore  the  English 
at  last.  The  attack  \ms   now  pushed  vigorously  but  the  ships 
which  in  reality  had  come  fron  St*  Malo  and  Cancalle  to  tho 
help  of  oranvillet  united  thoir  fire  with  the  fire  from  the 
ramparts  and  the  attempt  was  a  failure.   1800  bodies  stript 
of  their  arms  and  clothes  lay  on  the  beach  before  the  town," 

^   Chassin  t.  i^x  r.  29C. 
^    »     t.  Ill,  p.  300. 
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and  all  daniror  from  tho  Vondoani:;  if  Granville  had.  only 

known  It  was  ovor* 

"Fron  that  tine  vrithout  conoultlnE  their  chiefs  thoy 
took  the  road  to  Avranches.  In  less  than  half  an  hour  15 
or  20  thoucand  covered  the  fields,  altho\i(^h  the  chiofc  had 
had  much  difficulty  in  cott.*      -.   to  attack  tho  town." 
In  Granville I  however,  it  waa  a  question  whether  tho  retreat 
waB  real  or  a  feint.  Leinapunier  thought  they  would  mcOao 
a  new  attempt •  Vachot  was  sent  out  to  rekindle  the  faubourco. 
The  rebel  cannons  on  tho  heights  opposite  tho  town  continued 
until  night.  At  seven  in  the  evening  a  tempest  arose.  Winds 
fron  the  south  again  caused  fears  for  tho  safety  of  the 
city.  All  night  anxiety  was  folt  on  this  account,  as  well 
as  on  account  of  the  VendbMBB*  But  where  wore  they?  The 
flaming  light  fron  tho  faubouren  revealed  no  besiegers  and 
when  inomij)g  oame  the  country    round  was  deserted.  The 
gates  were  opened  the  garrison  relieved,  the  municipal 
council  declared  the  ci'ists  was  past  and  bi*oke  iup  its  pro- 
tracted  sitting* 

Iiooarpentier  sat  down  and  wrote  an  account  of  tho  siege 
to  the  Convention.  He  said,  "I  cannot  undertake  to  paint 

1 

Savary  t.  II,  p.  3ra.  Recit  d*Obenheln. 

Chassin  t.  Ill,  p*  303» 
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the  ocoriG  which  we  see  this  nomlng.  What  a  terrible  yet 
juat  sacririce  to  outraged  liberty.  The  fields  are  covered 
with  nutllated  and  dlGinenjbered  bodies.  The  shores  and  the 
beach  are  also  covered  with  bodies »  and  the  fli^ea  are  yet 
conaumlng  the  loilns  of  the  faubourgs  •» 

The  whole  number  of  coldlers  In  Granville  at  the  time 
of  the  siege f  Lecarpentler  estimates  at  0330  but  only 
3163  were  artiod.*^   The  nunber  of  the  Vendeana  was  enormous- 
ly greater.  The  loss  to  the  dofondoro  was  about  150 #  mostly 
sailors  eiai)loyed  at  tiio  tZimst   but  also  24  cltizoiiS*  150 
were  wounded  of  which  GO  were  citizens.  The  general 
estimate  of  the  loaa  on  the  side  of  the  Vendoans  was  2000. 
Lecarpentler  in  writing  to  the  Convention  (IC  November)  saldi 
*»To  the  Republic  this  defense  is  as  valuable  asctvlctory  In 

battle.**   This  letter  created  great  onthuslasci  in  the 
Convontlont  especially  the  desoriptio  of  the  volujitary  sac- 
rifice of  the  faubourgs*  for  which  aji  indemnity  of  1300000 
livres  was  allowed.^ 

On  the  momlnfj:  of  the  16  Kovaabor  light  troops  from 
oranviiic  set  out  in  pursuit  of  the  Vendoans.  They 

1  '^ 

Letter  of  LCKsarpentier  to  Convention  16  14ov.   Rapport 

a  4 

p.  78.    Chaasln  t.  III»  p.  301.   Chassin  t.  III»  p.  303. 
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captured  soino  gunsi  took  sorae  prisoners t  but  the  maac  of  the 
Veiicieans  had  dleappoared^"   It  is  on  rooord>  however,  that 
Laplancho  came  across  a  ooliunn  of  800  atracglero  and  shot 
theia  down  iionGdiatoly**^ 

iiut  v/herc  wai:^  Uxplancho   aiid  wao  tao  army  of  the  West 
under  Hoijiiignoiv  i.'oithor  had  given  any  help  to  Granville. 
Laplanoho  did  not  take  hi  a  troops  to  the  little  tov?n  of 
Villa  Uieu  ai3  he  and  Lecarpentior  had  arrant^od  before  the 
aiege*  He  directed  his  coluian  towaiM  3t»  Lo  and  did  not 
arrive  at  Granville  until  after  the  Vendeana  wore  gone* 
On  the  other  hand  lu    lol  did  not  got   his  troops  into 
the  position  determined  by  the  oounoil  of  war  hold  at  Ronnco 
before  the  siege*  Lecarpcntier  afiyst  **It  oan  be  topographi- 
cally dcanonBt rated  that  if  those  mov^anents  had  been  executed > 
on  the  part  of  both  generals t  the  Republic  would  have  boon 
spared  all  the  v/eaiv  campaign  of  the  ^'Retreat  to  the  l^oiro."^ 

Let  ua  now  leavo  victorious  Granville  with  its  measurQa 
of  retaliation  against  the  stra^le»c»  and  follow  the  Ven- 
dean^*  D^OboiiiiOiaa  says,  "It  wao  all  over  with  the  Catholic 

Rapport  p.  C3. 

vmilon  Los  Rep    en  Hlssfton,  t.  I,  p.  380 • 
^^     Rapport     p.     43. 
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fimy*     Thoy  had  lost  confidonce  in  tholr  chiefs  whom  thoy 
thought  only  #ishod  to  save  thoncelves  by  oscaplns  to  Jersey ♦ 
and  would  not  follow  their  loauorship*  Before  leaving 
Avronchea  the  claiofs  wished  to  nak©  on  attempt  to  enter 
Calvadoj;.  Hochejaquolein  started  with  only  a  thousand  men 
and  tooK  Vllie  Dieu  which  was  not  protected.  Ho  passed  the 
night  horo»  but  learning  that  the  rest  of  the  amy  were 
leaving  Avranchea  and  marchinc  upon  Pont  oroon  he  returned 
to  them  in  haste  eind  arrived  in  tine  to  be  present  at  the 
engagonont  which  follovfed*  About  a  thousand  of  those  most 
eager  to  gain  the  Loire*  had  found  the  bridge  defended  by 
the  troops  of  the  Republic.  Probably  the  Vendean  victory 
was  due  to  the  foar  which  the  view  of  so  many  thousands 
inspired/ 

The  Vendeans  finding  the  route  open»  passed  W   Poucerec, 
Mayenno  and  Laval  to  Angers.  They  could  not  take  this  town 
nor  could  they  find  any  moans  of  repassing  the  Loire.  The 
only  thing  was  to  wander  back  into  a  most  inhospitable 
country.  *»They  returned  without  ....  laan  or  aii  ,     After 
making  a  dotour  they  arrived  at  Le  Mans.  Hero  disaster 


**"  Savar-y  t.  II,  p.  351  -  352,  Heolt  d'Obonhoin. 
^  Wallon  -  Loo  Rep.  en  Mission*  t.  I,  v*   11« 
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Republic:' s 
awaited  then  for  the  army  had  cot ten  together  at  last  and  it 

was  only  duo  to  the  hGroisn  of  a  fov/  that  the  tot'\l  mass  of 

fugitives  escaped  destruction.  Finally  the  utter  dispersion 

of  the  Catholic  amy  occured  at  Savonay  on  the  2C   Cecember 

1793  (3  nivosc). 

Had  the  Vendeans  obtained  a  port  or  even  if  they  had 
remained  near  the  coast  they  certainly  would  have  been  rein- 
forced by  the  English.  If  they  had  only  been  organized  and 
been  capable  of  holding  together,  they  might  have  penetrated 
into  either  Nomandy  or  Brittany  and  awaited  the  descent 
of  the  English  which  would  surely  havo  come.  Just  as  they 
had  rushed  blindly  to  the  coast  they  now  rushed  blindly  back 
to  the  Loire  courting  certain  destruction.  The  fears  of 
the  Committee  of  l^blic  Safety  of  an  English  descent  wore 
only  too  well  foiuided.  The  English    who  did  not  know  that 
the  Vend cans  had  abandoned  the  coast,'  thought  they  were  a 
short  distance  inland  m^l   letter  after  letter  v?as  sent  to 
them."^  Some  of  these  fell  into  the  hands  of  Lecarpentier 
at  St.  Llalc. 

But  it  may  bo  asked  why  did  not  the  English  cone  to 
the  help  of  the  Vendeann  at  th.-^  critical  time  durir.r;  the 

^  For  texts  of  these  letters  see  Chassin  t.  Ill  p.  305  - 
308  and  Rapport  44-52. 
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slego  of  Granville.  They  nust  certainly  have  heard  the 
noise  oven  if  they  did  not  sec  the  signalc.  The  ancv/er  is 
simple.  Durin,":  the  first  day  of  the  sic,r;e  it  will  be 

rcnemttered,  3tron£:  contrary  windc  wore  blo^ilni:   from  the 

1 
coast  of  Jersey,  and  on  the  second  a  tenpest  arose.   The 

weather  had  been  bad  I'or  sone  time.  It  viriii  be  rornombcred 

that  General  Pey^e  v/as  obliged  to  wait  three  da^'s  before  he 

could  discmbarl:  at  Cranvlllo  on  hirj  i^eturn  from  Rennes. 

This  unfavorable  weather  would  probably  have  rendered  the 

aid  of  the  Enclish  Ineffective  even  if     it  had  been 

ready  but  it  v/ar;  not  ready.  Preparations  had  been  made  it 

is  true.   9000  soldiers  and  a  body  of  French  ••emigres** 

fi'om  London  and  Jersey  protected  by  men  of  war  formed  the 

English  squadron,  but  this  squadron  was  only  ready  at  the 

moment  when  the  Vendeans  abandoned  the  coast.  During  all 

the  campaign  which  followed,  they  remained" waiting  in  con^ 

stant  expectation,  but  the  signal  which  would  unite  their 

forces  to  the  Vendeans  never  came  and  the  Vendean  army  which 

they  hoped  to  reinforce,  no  longer  existed. 


Chassin  t.  Ill,  p.  304. 
^     "     t.  Illt  p.  28o. 
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